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TEASER
FADE | N:
| NT. KELKER HOUSE - MASTER - BEDROOM - DAY
A coupl e lays sound asleep in their bed.
Suddenly the ALARM goes off.

JAMES KELKER, (35), average build, in good shape, clean
shave, awakes.

Besides him GENE KELKER, (34), slender, toned body, night
gown, is sound asl eep.

He turns it off.

JAMES
Honey, rise and shine.

She lays quiet in her slunber.

JAMES
Honey the kids... School.

GENE
(waken)
It's your week to take them | took
t hem | ast week.

JAVMES
Oh, right I forgot, gosh, | hate
nondays.

CENE
That's what co-parenting is al
about .

JAVMES
Fi ne

(shout s)

Kids are you up yet?

KENDALL (O.S)
Yes daddy!

CENE
Great, there goes ny beauty sl eep,
what tinme is it?
Janmes verifies the tinme on his phone.

JAMES
It's comng to 9.

GENE
| don't want to get up yet.

Janes | eans over and ki sses her.



JAVES
Wel |l you have to, the store
remenber ?

She locks himin her grip and pecks himfondly.

JAMES
Now am your captive? Huh?

James tickles her unexpectedly. She giggles.

CENE
That hurt.

JAVES
The price of hearing your beautiful
| aught er.

KENDALL (O.S)
Daddy, we are al nost ready.

JAMES
(shout s)
Com ng!
He gives Gene the guilty |ook. She smles.

Janmes heads to the bathroom Gene reaches for her phone.

CENE
Shit!

JAMES (O S)
What's wong?

CENE
| sonehow forgot to charge ny
phone.

JAMES (O 9S)

Well do it now

GENE
It's charging.

| NT. KELKER HOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY
RALF KELKER, (10), sits by the counter top eating toast.

KENDALL KELKER, (8), stands on a stool, operates the toast
maker .

Janmes wal ks in, dressed in jeans, dress shirt and suit.
He | eans over and pecks Ralf on the forehead.

RALF
G oss dad!



JAVES
You didn't say that when | bought
you that xbox. Wat are we eating?

He grabs a bite.

RALF
Toast .

JAMES
Mm | see Chef Kendall is back on
kitchen duty.

KENDALL

(1 ooki ng busy)
You and nmom were sl eeping. |
t hought 1'd make sonet hi ng.

Janmes pecks her on the head.

JAVES
| know punpkin, nmommy had a busy
day yesterday with the opening. But
what did we say about cooking?

KENDAL L

(grunpy) _
No touching the el ectronics.

JAVES
Good girl, wait when you get ol der.

KENDAL L
But how am | going to be a chef if
| can't use the things that nake

t he food.
JAMES
(1 aughi ng)
Gve it tine, dear, any toast for
me?
KENDAL L
(smles)

Sure, and nomt oo..

She places four pieces of bread on a plate and hands it to
hi m

JAMES
(shocked)
Kendal I, did you toast a whole
| oaf ?
Kendal | nods.
JAMES

Well, then you have to finish it.



RALF
"1l finishit.

JAMES
How about we pack it for |unch, ok?

KENDAL L
k.

Gene nmakes her way in kitchen.

CENE
What is going on here?

JAMES
Your daughter nade us toast.

GENE
Kendal I , what did we say about
usi ng appl i ances.

KENDAL L
Yeah, yeah, am sorry.

GENE
Last warning. You guys are going to
be | ate for school.

JAMES
Yes, yes off we go.

Janes | eads the kids out of the house.
He ki sses Gene.
| NT. CAR - DAY
The car pulls up to the school parking.

JAMES
Ri ght on tine.

RALF
See you | ater dad.

JAMES
Be good at school today chanp.

RALF
I will.

Ral f exists the car with his bag.

JAMES
You too punpkin.

KENDAL L
Yes, daddy.



Kendal | exists the car.
Janes starts the car to | eave
Ral f rushes back.

JAMES
Did you forget sonething.

RALF
Yes, the perm ssion slip for the
zoo trip, did you sign it?

JAMES
Oh, where did | put it?

He darts around and reaches for the gl ove conpartnent.

JAMES
There it is.

He unfolds and signs it. Then hands it to Ralf.

JAMES
There you go buddy.

RALF
Thanks dad.

Ralf jets off.
Janmes spots himin the distance, then drives off.

END TEASER




ACT ONE
| NT. KELKER OFFI CE LOBBY - DAY
STACY, (22), petite, is by the reception desk.

JAVES

Mor ni ng. Any nessages for ne?
STACY

Mor ni ng, not at the nonent.
JAMES

Geat, I'll be in ny office.

| NT. KELKER OFFI CE - DAY

James makes his way to the office. He lays his bag of the
floor. Leans back in his chair for a while, then turns on
hi s | apt op.

He goes through his enmuils.
EXT. ZOO ENTRANCE - DAY
A school bus parks outside the entrance.
A lady, Ms.BROCKS, (39), walks out first with a clipboard.
M5. BROOKS
Al right children, out in a line,
all together now.

As the children step out, she ticks their nanmes off the
list. Ralf is in the mddle of the pack.

The chil dren, about 25 of them | ook excited.

M5. BROOKS
Everything | ooks in order. Now
remenber, we all walk in a group,
any questions for the guide, raise
your hand, ok?

CHI LDREN
Yes Ms. Brooks.

GUI DE MARTIN (Q. S)
| guess that's ny cue.

Ms. Brooks is slightly frightened. The children |augh.

MARTI N, (40), nediumweight. Dressed |ike a canper, holds
Ms. Brooks firmy.

GUI DE MARTIN (Q.S)
Didn't nean to scare you there.



M5. BROOKS
Oh, it's no problemat all.

She signals himto address the children.

GUI DE MARTI N
My nane's Martin and I'l|l be your
gui de today, are we ready to see
sonme ani mal s?

KID 1
Are they real animals?

M5. BROOKS
What did we say about about
guestions?

Quilty,the GRL raises her hand. The children | augh.

GUI DE MARTI N
Oh, they real alright. Shall we go
have a | ook.

CHI LDREN
Yes!

GUI DE MARTI N
Al right follow ne.

M5. BROOKS
In a group, no one | eaves the

gr oup.

Ms. Brooks struggles to keep themtogether |ike a school of
fish.

Ralf is in amwe with the plants, trees and animals they pass
by.

The guide is seen explaining to the children but we can't
hear him we are follow ng Ralf.

| NT. CLASSROOM - DAY
This is Kendall's class she's in the mddle row
They appear to be in a math | esson.

TEACHER (Q. S)
3 tines 4?

CHI LDREN 2
(i n unison)
12

TEACHER (Q. S)
3tines 5



CHI LDREN 2
(i n unison)
15

TEACHER (Q. S)
3tines 6

Kendal |l | ooks outside the wi ndow. Her attention is
distracted for a while.

TEACHER (O S)
Kendal | ? Kendal | ?

Kendall turns back to the teacher.

KENDAL L
Sorry ma' am

TEACHER (Q. S)
3 tines 67?

KENDAL L
Ch, 18.

She smles, knows her answer is spot on.

| NT. BOUTI QUE - DAY

Gene wal ks in dressed el egantly.

TEMW, (24), slender, pretty, approaches her.

GENE
Mor ni ng Temrmy, has the inventory
arrived yet?

TEMW
Not yet. | gave thema call, they
said it would be here in a coul pe
of m nut es.

GENE
Al right then.

EXT. SCHOOL PARKI NG - DAY

Parents pick up their children. Qhers head for the school
bus.

Kendal |l is part of those walking to the school bus. She's
acconpani ed by ot her Kkids.

| NT. BOUTI QUE - DAY

Gene arranges sone clothes and directs the girls, when she
suddenly | ooks at her watch.



CENE
(to herself)
Got to call the baby sitter.
(over phone)
H, Nancy, the kids will be hone

any mnute now, are you... Oh you
are? Geat... | left sonmething in
fridge just warmit up... Sure.
Thanks.
As she ends the call, the phone dies.
CENE

Just great, anybody got a charger?

TEMWY
|'ve got one right here.

GENE
Thanks a bunch.

She hands Temmy the phone which is placed behind the
counter.

We see the battery sign, indicates phone is charging.
EXT. ZOO ENTRANCE - DAY

The kids wal k back to the school bus.

There is a | ot of murnuring.

We follow Ralf to the bus.

| NT. SCHOOL BUS - DAY

The kids take their seats.

Ral f approaches a KID by the w ndow seat .

RALF
Could | sit next to the w ndow?

The kid grunts.

KID 2
Fi i i nnnnneeee.

He scoots over and Ralf takes his seat.

RALF
Thanks.

KID 2
VWhat ever.

Ralf smles, peers through the w ndow.



10.
MS. BROOKS
(ticking nanes)
Al right, looks |Iike everyone is
here, let's take these kids hone.
The bus sets off.
| NT. SCHOOL BUS 2 - DAY

Kendall sits at the wi ndow. She pulls out a food magazi ne
and peruses through the pages.

She's nmade earlier notes with her marker, nostly recipes.
A victorious smle spreads across her face.
| NT. PI CKUP TRUCK - CONTI NUCUS (DRI VI NG

A MAN, (45), scruffy beard, jeans, off-white vest,
| amberjack shirt, appears intoxicated.

We confirmthis by the beer can he picks up and gulps to the
| ast drop.

H s eyes slowly shut as he sleeps on the wheel. He swerves
left and right, gains back control

Turns on the manual radi o, skips through channels.
Country |l ove song plays, this nust be his song.

He bobs his head to the nusic.

EXT. SCHOOL BUS - DAY (DRI VI NG

The bus noves at a steady speed.

| NT. PI CKUP TRUCK - CONTI NUCUS (DRI VI NG

MAN
VWere's that beer of m ne.

Wth one hand on the wheel, he | ooks down to search for an
extra can.

At this point, his eyes are off the road and his hands
slowy steer the car to the left side.

MAN
Were are you, darling? Papa needs
a sip.

HORN HOOTS.
He | ooks up, recognises it's a school bus com ng up ahead.

MAN
Shit! Shit! Shit!



11.

Wthout hesitation, he swerves to the right slightly m sses
the bus, landing in the corn field in the opposite
direction. He crashes into a | and post.

EXT. PI CKUP TRUCK - CONTI NUCUS

He kicks the right door open, let's hinself out. He's
bl eeding fromhis nose, shirt is stained.

Snoke fromthe totalled vehicle floats across his face.

He sits by the tyre. Pulls out his cigarette pack, lights
one.

MAN
(whi | e snoki ng)
Not today God, not today.

He exhal es one satisfactory puff, |looks up in the clouds.
In the distance, voices of children can be heard scream ng.

MAN
(to hinself)
Are those kids?

The screans get |ouder. It dawns on hi m now.

MAN
Those are kids, shit! The school
bus!

He junps up but is remnded by his fractured leg. He |inps
in a slight drunken stupor.

He | ooks over his car on the other side of the road, the
school bus he mi ssed flipped over and sonme kids are
struggling to get the others out.

MAN
Shit! What did you do now BOBBY?!

He |inp-runs over to the bus.

A car passing by punps the brakes. An old LADY, (50), dashes
out and heads to the scene. She neets Bobby on his way.

EXT. ROADSI DE - DAY

The school bus has flipped to one end. Kids hel p each other
to get out.

Ms. Brooks is disoriented.

OLD LADY
Ma' am are you ok?



12.

M5. BROOKS
| think so, what happened? The
ki ds?

OLD LADY

You were in an accident, we are
trying to get the children out.

M5. BROOKS
Children? Ch nmy God the children!

OLD LADY
Rel ax ma' am

Bobby hel ps the kids hop out the bus. The driver appears to
be unconsci ous.

Bobby turns to the old | ady.

BOBBY
Cal I 911.

The old | ady nods, as she pulls out her phone.
| NT. KELKER OFFI CE - DAY

James receives a call.

Caller ID FABE

He shakes his head, smles as he picks it up.

JAVES
(over phone)
Hey buddy, what's the probl em now?

Stacy bursts in holding her phone. She signals Janes that
it's urgent.

JAMES
(over phone)
Ok, you'll tell ne about all this
|ater, | have sonething to attend
to.. bye
(to stacy)
What's the matter?

STACY
It's the hospital. There's been an
acci dent !

JAMES
Gene?

Stacy shakes her head.

JAMES
The kids? Is it the kids?!



STACY
Yes.

Janmes grabs his car keys, dashes out the office.

fol |l ows.

| NT. HOSPI TAL - DAY

Janmes paces though the | obby to the reception.
Stacy is behind trying to keep up.

JAMES

(panti ng)
Hi, there was an accident, ny

children were in that bus.

NURSE
What are your nanes?

JAVES
Janmes, Janes Kel ker, ny daughter
Kendal | Kel ker and ny boy Ralf
Kel ker .

13.

St acy

The nurse | ooks through her records on the conputer.

JAVMES
Are they here?

NURSE
A nonent sir.

JAMES
(sl ans the desk)
| don't have a nonent.
(turns to Stacy)
Have you cal |l ed CGene?

STACY
|'ve been trying, her phone isn't
goi ng through
| NT. BOUTI QUE - DAY
Gene is talking to custoners.
The phone behind the counter is still charging.

I NT. HOSPI TAL - DAY

STACY
(on phone)
Still no answer.

Janes bows his head down in defeat.

KENDALL (Q 9S)
Daddy.



14.
Janes turns to the source of the voice.
We can see the relief on his face. Kendall runs over to him

Ri ght behind her is Nancy.

JAMES
(crying)
On! Kendall, 1 thought you were on
t hat bus.
KENDAL L
No | wasn't, | was brought hone and

then Nancy told me we had to cone
to the hospital.

JAMES
Ral f .

Nancy waves to Janmes and Stacy. Janmes nods, Stacy approaches
her.

STACY
H , have you tried calling Ms.
Gene?

NANCY

Her nunber isn't going through,
could try again.

James sits on the floor. Kendall holds his hand.

KENDALL
Is Ralf going to be ok?

JAVES
O course he will honey.

DR. SAM (55), makes his way to the hospital.

DR SAM
James Kel ker ?

Hearing his nane he quickly gets up.

JAMES
That's ne.
DR SAM
Am Dr. Sam are you Ralf's father?
JAMES
Yes, yes, | am, is he.. C?
DR SAM

He' s unconscious but we are trying
to stablize his condition, he |ost
a lot of blood and the nearest

( MORE)



DR. SAM (cont' d)
bl ood bank is 15 m nutes away, we
wer e hoping.. ..

JAMES
You can have mne, that counts
right?
DR SAM
Yes, that's what | was getting too.
JAMES
Let's get started right away.
DR SAM
Fol | ow ne.
KENDAL L
Can | cone too daddy?
JAMES
Can she?
DR SAM
O cour se.

Dr. Samleads themto a room
| NT. HOSPI TAL - ROOM 1A - CONTI NUOUS

DR. SAM
You can sit on the bed.

Kendal | stands watching in amazenent.

DR. SAM
W'l first have to make sure
you' re the same bl ood group.
JAVES
(sniffles)

Of cour se.
He rolls up his sleeves.
An injection is inserted and blood is drawn out.
Kendal | is disgusted but she can't | ook away.

DR. SAM
"1l be right back

Dr. Sam exits.

KENDAL L
Dd it hurt?

15.



16.

JAVES
(chuckl es)
No.
KENDAL L
(unconvi nced)
k.

| NT. BOUTI QUE - DAY

Gene sees off a client. She |ooks to the counter and
remenbers her phone.

Plugs it fromthe cord and turns it on. She's bonbarded by
nmessages and m ssed cal | s.

She returns the call to stacy.

GENE
(over phone)
Yes, Stacy, sorry ny phone was
charging, what's.... Ralf?
Accident? Oh ny CGod! Were's Janes?
Alright.. Amon ny way.

She throws her phone in her purse.

GENE
Temry, | have to rush to the
hospital, Ralf has been involved in
an acci dent.

TEMWY
| s he ok?
GENE
| don't know, mnd the shop while
am away.
TEMWY
Sur e.

She dashes out. Gets in her car and drives off.
Temmy | ooks on with worry.
| NT. HOSPI TAL - ROOM 1A - N GHT

Dr. Samreturns. He has a griml ook

DR SAM
Janmes, could | have a word with you
out si de.

JAMES
ok

(to Kendall)
Stay here honey.



17.
Kendal | nods.
| NT. HOSPI TAL LOBBY - N GHT

DR SAM
| don't know how to tell you this
so "Il just...

JAMES
VWat is it? Is it Ralf?

DR SAM
The bl ood types didn't natch.

JAMES
(baffl ed)
VWhat does that nean?

DR SAM
It means a nunber of things, one of
which is you can't give blood to
Ral f .

Janmes al nost collapses. Dr. Samgrabs him He finds his
bal ance, snaps out of his stupor.

JAVES
(benused)
James m ght not be ny son?

Dr. Sam explains the situation to himbut we hear not hing.
Janmes is lost in thought.

CUT TO BLACK.



18.
ACT TWO
FADE | N:
| NT. HOSPI TAL LOBBY - N GHT
DR. SAM
..... What we need right nowis to
find another candidate to for Ralf.

JAMES
Yes... Bl ood..

KENDALL ( Q. S)
| can give himm ne

JAMES
(to the doctor)
Can she?
DR. SAM
Yes, | believe so, |lets see.
Janes nods.
JAMES
(to kendal l)
You' || be fine honey.
KENDALL

| know, you said it doesn't hurt.

Dr. Sam | eads her to the room

JAMES
.. Um . Need sone air, |I'll be
back.

DR. SAM
.

James wal ks through the | obby disoriented. Everything is in
sl ow noti on.

V5. BROOKS (O S)
M. Kel ker? M. Kel ker?

JAMES
Yes, Ms. Brooks, are you ok?

MVB. BROOKS
Just a concussion, hows Ralf's
condition, is he ok?

JAVMES
| don't know yet, they told ne he
needs bl ood, what happened?



M5. BROOKS
This man drove on the wong side of
the road al nost colliding with us,
we m ssed himbut flipped, the
driver is in a com as we speak but
he did his best to save those

chi |l dren.

JAMES
| hope he gets well, his famly
need him

MS. BROOKS
Me too. In fact there's the nan
ri ght now.

She points to Bobby sitting in the | obby.

JAMES

(angry)
That' s hi nf?

M5. BROOKS
(concer ned)
Yes. .

Janes wal ks towards hi m

19.

Bobby is getting his trousers cut so that treatnment is

applied to the fractured | eg.

JAMES (O 9S)
You're the guy that caused this
nmess!
Bobby peers up. He's lifted fromthe frame by a pair of
hands.
Thrust on the wall, repeatedly.

JAMES
You al nost killed those ki ds!

BOBBY
Hey, | ook here now

JAMES
Shut up! Why should you be wal ki ng
while my son is fighting for his
life!

BOBBY
Hey buddy, it was an accident! |
can barely wal k right.
Janmes slanms him against the wall.

He's surrounded by STAFF. Cdinches his fist,
his face.

angles it at
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GENE (Q. 9)
Janes don't!

He turns to her. He despises her. He | ooks back at Bobby,
who's flinching.

He | oosens his grip letting himgo.
Janmes wal ks away. Gene pats himon the shoul der.

He's not interested but turns to face her.

JAVES
Were were you? Everyone tried to
call you.

CENE

Am sorry, ny phone was chargi ng.

Janmes avoi ds eye contact.

CENE
Ral f ?
JAVES
The doctor will let us know, they
are....
KENDALL (O.S)
Monmmy!
CENE
Kendal |, honey. | got here as fast

as | coul d.

Dr. Sam approaches them

JAMES
What's the | atest doctor?
DR SAM
Am assum ng you're Ms. Kel ker.
GENE
Yes, | am is Ralf going to be
alright?
DR SAM

We are giving himthe...

JAVES
(i nterrupts)
| s he going to be fine?

DR. SAM
Yes, yes he will.

JAMES
VWhen can we see hinf?



21.

DR. SAM
Definitely not today, he needs
plenty of rest, but tonmorrowis
fine.

JAVES
Good, we'll be here first thing in
t he norni ng.

DR. SAM
Al right.

Dr. Sam wal ks of f.

GENE
Aw, thank God.

JAMES
Guess we shoul d go hone now.
Kendal | has school tomnorrow.

They wal k to the exist.
EXT. HOSPI TAL PARKI NG - NI GHT
JAMES
You guys head honme, I'Il be right
behi nd. Take kendall wi th you.

Gene can sense sone tension as she opens the door for
Kendal | .

GENE
k.

She gets in the car and drives off.

Janmes is about to the open the car door when he hears Bobby
ar gui ng near by.

He is being dragged to a police vehicle by an OFFI CER

BOBBY
Cone on now? | didn't do nothin

CFFI CER 1
You al nost got school children
killed plus there's a man in a com
cause of you. Now get in.

The O ficer forces Bobby into the back and shuts the door
behi nd him

Janmes wal ks up to the car. He just stares at Bobby as the
of ficer gets in.



22.

OFFI CER 1
Don't you worry M. Kelker, 1'11
make sure idiot over here faces the
| aw.

James nods. The officer nods back and drives off.

James wal ks back to his car. He then gl ances over his
shoul der, at the hospital.

| NT. HOSPI TAL - DR SAM OFFI CE - NI GHT

Dr. Samis going through sone files. He takes a drag on his
cigarette.

There is a knock at the door. He quickly puts it out,
squishing it in the ash tray.

DR. SAM
Come in.

lts Janes.

JAMES
Could I have a word?

DR SAM
Huh, M. Kel ker, sure sure pl ease
do cone in.
Janmes nmakes his way to the chair.
Si | ence.
JAVMES
| thought those were neant to be
bad for you.

DR SAM
Par don?

Janmes points to the ash tray.

DR. SAM
Oh, that, old habit | guess, but
they are still bad for you.

Dr. Sam | aughs but Janes doesn't join him

Si | ence.
DR SAM
Am assum ng you're here to talk
about Ral f.
JAMES

Yes, what you said sone hours back
| just needed sone clarification.



DR SAM
O course, well, we used a sinple
bl ood typing system call ed ABO
typing. This helps identify the
presence or absence of two genes, A
and B. However in the question of
paternity, this systemis only used
to exclude a man from being a
father's child.

JAMES
VWhat does that nean doctor?

DR SAM
In sinple terns, if you really want
to want find out if Ralf and am
assum ng Kendal |l are yours, a
paternity test would be the best
way to know for sure.

JAMES
| see.

DR SAM
Wul d you want to go ahead with it?

JAVMES
You tell me Doctor, my wife just
went from being ny best friend
to....

He can't nake the words.

DR. SAM
It breaks a man, a situation |like
t hi s.
Si | ence.
JAMES

What do | need to do this test.
DR. SAM
"1l get you a testing kit, how
many people will you be testing.
JAVES
( sobbi ng)
Just nme and ny children.
Dr. Samattenpts to confort himwith a pat on back
James breaks down.

DR. SAM
"1l be right back

Dr. Sam | eaves the office, Janmes is left crying.



24.

The phone rings. He tries to hold back his tears as he | ooks
at it.

GENE CALLI NG HER BEAUTI FUL PI CTURE ON THE DI SPLAY.
James cancels the call

He navigates to text nessages;

COM NG HOME.

SENT. MESSAGE DELI VERED

Dr. Samreturns.

DR. SAM
X, | have 3 kits for you. You fil
in the person's nane, gender and
role, you know whether it's the
father, son, daughter..

JAVES
| get it.

DR. SAM
Each kit has 3 cotton swabs, foll ow
the instructions very carefully.

Janes nod. He is handed the kits.

JAMES
What happens after, all this? Wen
do | get the.. Huh... Results?

DR SAM
The very next day from when the
sanpl es are received.

JAMES
Ri ght .

Janmes turns to | eave. He renenbers sonet hing.

JAVES
One nore thing, can we keep this
bet ween us?

DR SAM
O course, doctor-patient
confidentiality. You can nmake the
paynent at the reception.

JAMES
Paynment ?

DR SAM
For the kits.
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JAMES
Oh, yes sure.

Janes exi sts.
| NT. KELKER HOUSE - MASTER - BEDROOM - NI GHT
Janes enters the room

Gene wakes up.

GENE
Hey, | didn't hear you com ng in.

JAMES

(whi speri ng)

It's ok, go back to sleep, am going
to check on Kendall, see if she's
tucked in.

GENE
k.

She drifts back to sl eep.

Janmes stands towering over her. He stares as so many
t houghts go through his m nd.

He turns to | eave.
| NT. KELKER HOUSE - KENDALL BEDROOM - NI GHT

The light is on. Janes peeps in. Kendall is asleep. He
stretches to turn the lanp off.

KENDAL L
Dad is that you?

JAVMES
| thought you were sl eeping.

KENDAL L
| can snell you.

Kendal | sits up in her bed.
Janmes sits by the side next to the |anp.

JAMES
Am proud of you today punpkin.

KENDAL L
| know, Ralf would have done the
sanme for me. Plus he is going to be
ok, so all is well.

JAMES
Yes, all is well.



He can't bare to keep a positive face. He turns away.

KENDAL L
Dad, are you ok?

JAVES
Yes, sweaty amfine, don't worry
about ne. Hey listen, about giving
Ral f bl ood today, can we not tel

nonmy ?
KENDALL
You nmean you want ne to keep a
secret?
JAMES
Yes.
KENDAL L

But you said we shouldn't keep
secrets in this famly.

JAMES
| know but nonis stressed, we don't
want her worrying too nuch, now do

we do we?
KENDAL L
No we don't.
JAMES
So deal ?
KENDAL L
Can | make Ralf cookies?
JAMES
That's considered a bribe, you
know?
KENDAL L
ls it?
JAMES
Fi ne, you can nmake Ral f cooki es.
Deal .
KENDAL L

Let's shake on it.
James realises the testing kits in his hand.

JAMES
Um one nore thing punpkin.

He rips open one envel ope. Hands the cotton swabs to
Kendal | .
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JAMES
.. Huh... Need sone of your saliva
to take to the doc.. Dentist.
Kendal | is confused hol di ng the swabs.
Hs face is filled with guilt.

JAVES
Shoul d I hel p you?

Kendal | nods.

He takes out a cotton swab and scrapes inside her nmouth, he
does this 3 tines.

KENDALL
Why does the dentist need ny
sal i va?

JAVES

To see which bacterias are in your
nmout h. So that he can give you the
ri ght medicine.

KENDAL L
Eeeewwwwwy,

JAMES
Love you.

KENDAL L

Love you too dad.

JAMES
Get sone rest.

He ki sses her on the head. Turns off the |light and heads for
t he door.

KENDAL L
Dad?

JAMES
Yes?

KENDAL L

Can | not go to school tonorrow, |
want to spend tinme with Ralf.

JAMES
Sure honey, am sure the school wl|
under stand, one day won't hurt.

KENDAL L
Thanks.
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| NT. KELKER HOUSE - BATHROOM - NI GHT

Janmes | ooks in the mrror. He can't conprehend his state of
m nd.

He snaps back. Pulls a pen from his pocket.
Scri bbl es on the envel ope;

KENDALL KELKER

11 YRS

DAUGHTER

He tries to hold back his tears.

He opens anot her envel ope.

Gets the cotton swabs and scapes inside his nmouth with al
3.

Puts themin the container.

Scri bbl es on the envel ope;

JAMES KELKER

35 YRS

FATHER

| NT. KELKER HOUSE - NMASTER - BEDROOM - NI GHT

James tiptoes into the bedroom Reaches for the bag and
pl aces the kits inside. Zips it.

Takes his jeans off and shirt and enters bed.

He tosses and turn. Finds a confortable position |ooking at
the ceiling.

Gene turns, still asleep, places her left armon his chest.
He studi es her thoughtfully.

Janmes | ooks away. He spots Gene's phone.

He gently reaches for it. Taps it. LOCK CODE

BATTERY I NDI CATES IT'S LOW

He glances at it for a while then puts it on charge.

He closes his eyes and drifts off.

CUT TO BLACK.



ACT THREE

FADE | N:

| NT. KELKER HOUSE - MASTER - BEDROOM - DAY
Murmurs and giggles are heard outside the room
Gene is woken up by it.

| NT. KELKER HOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY

Gene nmakes her way to the kitchen, in her night gown.

| eans against the wall staring at Janes and Kendal | .

GENE
You guys meki ng breakfast?

JAMES
Kendall wanted to make Ralf
sonet hi ng.

KENDAL L
Mor ni ng nom

GENE
Aren't you going to be late for
school young | ady?

James signals her that she isn't going.

GENE
O .. Not.

James wal ks up to her, as Kendall breaks the eggs.
JAVES
She asked nme if she could skip
school today and spend tine with
Ral f .

GENE
| under st and.

She studies his face, then pecks him

She wal ks to the fridge to grab sone orange juice.

GENE
Let nme get dressed, then we'll
| eave.

JAMES
XK

| NT. HOSPI TAL - ROOM 4A - DAY

Janes, CGene and Kendall walk into the room

29.

She
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Ral f |ays by the bed. He's weak but awake.
Gene hugs him Janes | ooks on, gritting his teeth.

CENE
How are you feeling honey?

RALF
| feel tired.

JAMES
Hey buddy.

RALF
Hey dad. Hey Kendall.

KENDAL L
Hey, | brought you sonet hing.

She hands hi mthe wr appi ng.

KENDALL
They are cookies, dad hel ped ne
make t hem

RALF
Thanks.

Janmes takes them away fromhim places themon the table
near by.

JAMES
You can eat them| ater.
RALF
They told ne | was in an accident.
GENE
That's true.
RALF

Was anyone el se hurt?

CENE
| think, Tom and Janet but | spoke
to their nmons, they will be fine.

RALF
That's good. Wen can | cone back
honme?

JAVES

When you feel better buddy.

RALF
VWhat about school ?
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JAMES
Don't worry about that, ok? You
just focus on getting better,
school wi Il always be there.
Ral f nods to him
A NURSE wal ks i n.
NURSE
It's tinme for little Ralf here to
get his nedication and sone rest.

JAMES
See you | ater buddy.

They exi st.

| NT. KELKER OFFI CE - DAY

Janmes is going through some designs on his conputer
He gives quick glances at his bag.

He zips it open, revealing the envel opes.

Pl aces them on the table. Tosses around in his chair, hands
on hi s head.

Taps on desk with his pen. Rubs his face in frustration,
throws the envelopes in his bag and gets up to | eave.

| NT. KELKER OFFI CE LOBBY - DAY
Stacy is by the desk, working on her conputer.
JAVES
Anyone calls, tell themI've gone
out for a bhit.
He storns out before Stacy can utter a word.
EXT. HOSPI TAL PARKI NG - DAY
James pulls up to the hospital parking.

I NT. CAR - DAY

He sits there for a while. Deep in thought. He bows his
head.

PHONE RI NGS.
FABE CALLI NG

He answers it.
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JAVES
(over phone)
Hi .

FABE (V. O
Hey buddy, heard about the
accident. Hope Ralf is fine.

JAVES
(over phone)
He'll get better, he's just
recoveri ng.

FABE (V. O
That's good. You want to neet for
lunch, talk it over.

JAMES
(over phone)
Thanks but... You know what

actual ly, yeah, neet you at the
tavern, in 30 m nutes.

FABE (V. O
Last one there is buying.

Janmes hangs up, shaking his head.

He | eaves the car with the envel opes.

| NT. HOSPI TAL - ROOM 4A - DAY

Janmes slowy opens the door

Ralf is asleep. He wal ks slowy towards him

He gl ances at himfor a while. He then slowy takes out the
| ast testing kit.

| NT. HOSPI TAL - DR SAM OFFI CE - DAY
There is a knock at the door.
Dr. Samis interrupted reading his papers.

DR. SAM
Come in.

James reveal s hi nsel f.

DR SAM
M. Kel ker, how are we today?

JAMES
Coul d be better.

DR SAM
Am assum ng you brought the
sanpl es.
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JAMES
Yes.
He hands themto him
DR. SAM
Let me take these to the |ab
imediately. 1'Il give you a cal

t onor r ow.
Janes nods then | eaves.
| NT. TAVERN BAR - DAY

FABE, (36), tall, nmediumweight, is sat in the corner
wor ki ng on his | aptop.

James wal ks in, he searches the roomuntil he spots Fabe.
He wal ks towards him

FABE
How you doing old friend?

JAMES
Am not conplaining, is this your
new of fice?

FABE
You know in ny line of work, |
can't afford those rental fees.

JAMES
Then work for a conpany that can.

FABE
Nope, am doi ng ny own thing now.

JAMES
| see. What did you order?

FABE
Doubl e cheese burger and a beer.

Janmes signals the WAl TRESS.

JAMES

@Quess |I'Il have the sane.
VWAl TRESS

Hi .
JAMES

H, Could | get the double cheese
burger, with fries...

The waitress notes it down. She turns to | eave.



She nods.

JAMES
Ch and a beer. .

FABE
So you seen Ral f?

JAMES
Yeah, actually just came fromthe
hospi t al

FABE
How s Gene and the other little
one.

JAMVES
They are fine, now that we know
Ralf will be ok. It was surreal.

Janes rubs his hands.

JAMES
Still is.

FABE
These t hings happen.

JAVES
Tell me sonething, what would you
do if you found out your wfe kept
a secret fromyou?

FABE
Well, 1'd confront her so that we
can find a way to nove forward,
obviously it wouldn't be easy,
t hank God am not marri ed.

James | ooks pensive, slowy nods his head.

FABE
Is it Gene?

JAMES
Huh?. . ..

FABE

Did you find out sonething.

JAVES
Am not yet sure, but | don't know
what amgoing to do if ny
suspi cions are proved right.

FABE
Sounds serious. Did she cheat?

34.



JAMES
Technical ly yes.

FABE
Oh buddy. . .

Janes clears his throat.

JAVES
Ralf... Mght not be ny son.

Fabe freezes, his eyes study Janes' face.
Janmes bows his head in shane.

FABE
How did you find out?

JAMES
Trying to give blood to ny son, can
you believe that?

FABE
WO w.

JAMES
We didn't match. The doctor advi sed
me to do a paternity test.

FABE
Does she know?

JAMES
| haven't told her. Took sanples
fromthe kids. Waiting on the
results.

FABE
Maybe sonet hi ng happened at the
hospital, maybe they swi tched the
baby at birth?

JAVMES
Amin a state of disarray, ny
t hought process is tangl ed.

FABE
What are you going to do if it
turns out he isn't yours.

JAVES
| don't know, |'d want an
expl anation but | also fear she
mght lie straight to nmy face.

He thoughtfully | ooks at Janes.
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JAMES
['Il leave her. If she knew about
this, 1'Il |leave her, but | need to

find out the truth before | can
confront her.

FABE
It certainly gives you the
advant age.

EXT. RESTAURANT - DAY
Gene and Kendal |l are sharing a plate of fries.
Kendal | is invested.

GENE
Shoul d I get you anot her plate?

KENDAL L
No, this is fine.

Gene snil es.

KENDALL
Dad said he's taking ne to the
denti st.

CENE
He di d?

KENDALL

Yes, but he said the doctor has to
first check what gerns are in ny
nout h.

Gene | ooks at her confused.

CENE
Huh, well you're | ong overdue.

| NT. KELKER HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - N GHT

Gene is in the living room The light fromthe tel evision
flickers over her face.

James enters the living room
He | eans over to kiss her.

CENE
Wl cone back. How was wor k? Any new
bui | di ngs your draw ng?

JAMES
Just denpbs at the nonent, is
Kendal | sl eepi ng?
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CENE
She's out like a light.

JAMES
That's sort ed.

He turns to | eave.
CENE
Wiy don't you join ne for a glass
of w ne.
She hol ds up her gl ass.
James debates thoughtfully.

JAVES
Al right, just the one.

She observes himas he sits next to her. He pours hinself a
gl ass. Sips.

CENE
You' ve been distant |ately.
JAVMES
Have | ?
CENE
Yes, you have.
JAVES
It's just the whole thing with
Ral f .
CENE

| know. Just thought 1'd tell you.
Janmes shrugs his shoul ders. Gene observes him

CENE
Am t hi nki ng we shoul d do a barbeque
t his weekend, nothing fancy just
friends.

JAVES
That's a good idea, Ralf is com ng
back, it would fit Iike a welcone
back party.

GENE
Except, it's not a party.

James sinks in the couch. Gene rests her head on his lap. He
is taken aback. He gently strokes her hair in intervals.

CUT TO BLACK.
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ACT FOUR
FADE | N:
| NT. HOSPI TAL - ROOM 4A - DAY
Gene and Janes sit besides Ralf's bed.

Dr. Sam nekes an entrance.

DR SAM
| see the young man is back on his
feet.
RALF
| feel better now.
DR SAM
(l ooking at his chart)
That ' s good.
JAMES
Can we take him hone?
DR SAM
| don't see any other reason why
not. I'll leave you both to it.

Dr. Samturns to | eave.

Janmes follows him Gene | ooks on suspicious, she's
di stracted by Ralf.

| NT. HOSPI TAL LOBBY - CONTI NUOUS

JAMES
Dr. Sam

DR. SAM
Yes?

JAMES

The ot her thing we tal ked about,
did the results cone back?

DR SAM
(1 ooks at his watch)
| believe so. Follow ne to ny
of fice.

They wal k t hrough | obby.

Gene conmes out of the roomand in a distance spots Janes
entering Dr. Samis office.
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I NT. HOSPI TAL - DR SAM OFFI CE - DAY

DR SAM
Have a seat.

Dr. Samturns on his conputer. He skins through his files.

DR. SAM
(to hinself)
Kel ker, Janes Kel ker, huh, there we
are.

He switches his gaze between the conputer and Janes.

JAVES
What does it say?

DR. SAM
Ralf isn't your son

James sinks in his chair. A tear runs down his right cheek
He nods his head in acceptance of his fate.

JAVES
Maybe he was switched at birth or
sonet hi ng.

DR SAM

That's highly unlikely.

JAMES
But it is possible.

DR. SAM
Yes, in sonme rare cases. The only
way to find out would be to test
your wife M. Kelker.

JAMES
|s there a non evasive way | can do
it?

DR SAM

Yes, sure, hair, but we need a hair
sanple fromthe root, so a conbing
brush that only she uses would
suffice.

JAVES
| know just the one.

| NT. HOSPI TAL LOBBY - CONTI NUOUS

James wal ks out the office. Gene is standing in the | obby.
He wi pes his tears as fast as he can.

GENE
Shall we go for |unch?



40.
JAMES
| forgot something at the office.
Sorry, rain check?

GENE
That's fine.

Gene wat ches hi m | eave.
EXT. KELKER HOUSE - DAY

James pulls up by the driveway. Dashes out the car and into
t he house.

| NT. KELKER HOUSE - MASTER - BEDROOM - DAY

He stunbles in the bedroom He sits by CGene's dressing
tabl e. Looks around.

There it is THE BRUSH

He takes a picture of it. Then grabs it.

| NT. MART - DAY

James wal ks by aisle in the hair section. He filters through
the pictures he has taken of the brush conpares themto the
ones on di spl ay.

He finds a perfect match.

On his right, he spots Nancy. He turns away hopi ng she
didn't spot him

COUNTER.
Janmes pl aces the brush, chips, mlk on the counter.
The TELLER gi ves him a suspicious |ook. He smles back her.

NANCY
M. Kel ker?

He's heard but hopes it's not her.

NANCY
M. Kelker, its Nancy.
JAMES
(acting surprised)
Oh, hey.
NANCY

Am good, how s Ral f?

She spots the brush being placed in the bag.
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JAMES
He's good, com ng back today.
You'll be able to see him
NANCY
Cool . At the barbeque.
JAMES
What ?
NANCY
Ms. Kel ker, she told ne, about the
bar beque.
JAMES

Yes. Good. See you there.
He pays for his itens and | eaves.
Nancy spots himthrough the window driving off in a panic.
| NT. TAVERN BAR - DAY
James is sat in the corner drinking a beer.

Fabe wal ks i n.

FABE
What's the occasi on?
JAMES
Aminviting you for a barbeque this
weekend.
FABE
| love nme a barbeque, count ne in.
JAMES
| want you to go through nmy wife's
| apt op.
FABE

Ch, Janes, that's not a good idea.

JAMES
You' re a hacker.

FABE
Am a software engi neer.

JAMES
Sanme thing. Remenber you changed
the results on those tests in
canpus?

FABE
Al nost got expelled for it.
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JAMES
| need you your help.

FABE
What do you intend on finding?

JAVES
Anyt hing that nentions Ralf, his
birth, who the father is. There has
to be a reason she woould keep it a
secret all these years.

Si | ence.

Fabe appears to be going through all the options in his
m nd.

FABE
Just ask her.

JAMES
WIIl you help nme or not? Look, I'lI
pay you for it.

FABE

s it password protected?
JAMES

Knowi ng Gene, amguessing it is.
FABE

It's ok, I'"Il find a way. 500

upfront, the other 500 when | show
you what | find.

JAMES
You' re kidding right?
FABE
Amrisking nmy career here, wife or
no wfe.
JAMES
Fi ne.

EXT. KELKER HOUSE - BACKYARD - DAY
There is a group of 15 peopl e.
James works the grill. Kendall passes himthe neat.

Gene steps out with Ralf. Everyone applauds him He smles
back.

Two small BOYS run up to Ralf and whi sk himaway.

Gene sm | es | ooking on.



43.

Nancy approaches her, they are deep in conversation. She
turns to | ook at Janes, who's had his gaze on her since she
cane out.

She smles at him he smles back, turns back to his grill.
Hs smle fades. Kendall is eating the tomatoes.

GENE
(to Nancy)
It's actually pretty hot, excuse ne
for one nonent, while | go get a
hat .

NANCY
X

Gene wal ks back in the house.

Fabe makes his way to the backyard. He greats people as he
wal ks towards Janes.

FABE
Quite the barbeque you got here.

JAVES
Al nost thought you weren't going to
cone. Are you hungry?

FABE
St ar vi ng.
JAMES
Kendal |, give Uncle Fabe here sone
ribs.
KENDAL L
Here you go.

She hands hima whol e pl ate.

FABE
Thanks dol | .

KENDAL L
Your wel cone.

Ral f runs over to them

RALF
Uncl e Fabe.

FABE
Hey buddy, you | ooki ng good.

He yanks himw th one hand. Ralf laughs as he is lifted in
the air.
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JAMES
Kendal |, go play with Ralf and his
friends.

KENDAL L

But the neat.

JAVMES
"1l keep guard, ne and Uncl e Fabe
have sonething to tal k about.

Kendal I shrugs her shoul ders as she | eaves with Ralf.

JAVES
(to Fabe)
| see you didn't cone with any
equi pnment .

Fabe shows hima usb drive.

FABE
Al | need is this baby here. Once
| get in, transfer those files
wrelessly.

JAMES
Ok, her laptop is in the kitchen.

Fabe turns to go.

JAMES
First finish your food.

| NT. KELKER HOUSE - MASTER - BEDROOM - DAY

Gene searches for her hat in the wardrobe. She wears it and
| ooks in the mrror. Sonething is off. It's the hair.

She places the hat on the dressing table and grabs the
br ush.

She conbs her hair. Pauses. Analyses the brush. It's not
hers.

She taps it against her hand. Deep in thought.
EXT. KELKER HOUSE - BACKYARD - CONTI NUQUS
FABE
(rmouth full)
Let's do this.
James nods. Fabe wal ks of f.
The phone rings, Janes receives the call.

JAMES
Dr. Sam
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DR. SAM (V. O
Yes, M. Kel ker, we conpared the
sanples fromthe hair you gave us.

JAMES
And?

DR. SAM (V. O
Gene is indeed Ral f's nother.

Janmes bows his head in disappointnent. He just can't w n.
DR. SAM (V. O
The only good news | suppose | can
tell you is that both you and Gene
are Kendal |'s parents.

JAVES
K Doctor. I'lIl talk to you later

He hangs up.
| NT. KELKER HOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY

Fabe | ooks around the kitchen, spots the |aptop by the
kitchen counter next to the power socket.

He turns it on and is welconmed with a password request.

FABE
Had to be.

He takes out the usb and places it into the | aptop.
The password wites itself and he presses enter.

FABE
Candy from a baby.

He goes through files, emails, folders, sone password
protected, the whol e desktop is fl ooded.

The TRANSFERRI NG FI LES wi ndow POPs up
COMPLETE

He closes it.

GENE (O 9)

See anything you |ike?
FABE
(startl ed)

Oh! Gene! You scared ne there.

Gene slowy wal ks towards him hol ding her hat.
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FABE
... Un.. Was checking ny
f acebook.

GENE

You were never a good liar Fabe.

FABE
Look Janes just wanted ne to...

GENE
| don't need to know. Hand it over.

Fabe takes a second before he relunctantly gives her the
sti ck.

CENE
| ove ny husband and in tinme he
[

under st and.

FABE

VWhose Ralf's....
GENE

If I told you, I'd have to kill
you. Now you're going to back out
there, and tell himyou found
not hi ng.

Fabe avoi ds eyes contact.

GENE
Do you under st and?

She forces a snile

FABE
O course.

He wal ks out. Gene gl ances at her | aptop.

EXT. KELKER HOUSE - BACKYARD - CONTI NUOUS

James tosses and turns the burgers on the grill.
He spots Fabe | eavi ng.

JAMES
Kendal | ? You're on guard duty.

Kendal |l runs to him he hands her the tongs.

JAMES
Be careful ok?

KENDAL L
| got this.

Janes races to Fabe.
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JAMES (O S)
Fabe!

He stops in his tracks.

JAVES
Did you find anything.

FABE
| sent themto ny conputer, 1'Il go
t hrough them and tell you what |
find.

JAMES
X then. You | eaving early?

FABE
Sonet hing cane, |1'll see you | ater

Janes.
Fabe | eaves. James turns to the crowd of people enjoying
t hensel ves. Gene catches his eye, she waves. He hesitates
for a while. Slowy waves back
JAVES
(to hinself)
Wiy woul dn't you tell ne Cene?
Ralf jogs to himand grabs his finger. He lifts himup.

Studies his face not |listening to what he says. Hi s eyes get
teary.

He wal ks back to the crowd.
THE END
FADE TO BLACK
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