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ARCANUM EP. 101 - "WELCOVE TO ARCANUM "
TEASER

OVER BLACK:
John Denver's "Thank God |I'm A Country Boy."

FADE | N:

EXT. ARCANUM - VARI QUS SHOTS/ LOCATI ONS - DAY

It's a dreany, late sunmmer norning in the small farm ng
community of ARCANUM OH O

Downt own i s a cobbl estone, one-light main street lined with
nmom and- pop shops, a pharmacy and the | ocal tavern.

And | ook, there's the Korner Diner. A placard in the w ndow
boasts "Best darn burgers in the county, bar none!"

Down the street is Arcanum Hi gh. The reader board out front
screans "GO TROQJANS! "

Further out, beyond the high school football field, basebal
di anond, the |ocal pool (closed for the season) and working
cl ass suburbs, is checkerboard farm and franmed by | ong
stretches of road under crystal blue sky.

Arcanumis the kind of Rockwellian little town where life is
sinple, folks are fol ks, and nothing exciting ever happens.

Except, not.

EXT. HANLEY FARM - DAY (EST.)

A two story house, barn and silo on the edge of a sprawl ing
cornfield. A COVBI NE chews through the field.

| NT. COMVBI NE - MOVI NG

On JAKE HANLEY (70s). A fishing hook on the bill of his John
Deere cap, John Denver on his portable radio.

SOVETHI NG hits the ground just ahead. He cranes to | ook as
he brings the conbine to a stop.

EXT. CORNFI ELD - DAY

Jake clinbs out of the conbine (it's an effort for his weary
ol d bones) and wades through the stal ks until he conmes upon
sonet hing that gives himstunned pause:

ON THE GROUND LI ES A MAN S CRUMPLED, NAKED BQDY.

Jake tilts his cap back. Wat the heck?
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Anot her BCODY hits the ground nearby. Then another, and
anot her, THUDI THUD!I THUD!

Jake | ooks up to see THE SKY PEPPERED W TH FALLI NG CADAVERS!

Frozen in shock, he can only watch as a body plumets toward
himat termnal velocity. On | MPACT:

SLAM TO.

TI TLE CARD:
ARCANUM
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ACT ONE

EXT. COUNTRY ROAD - DAY
A | ate nodel SEDAN crui ses past.

TACKER (VO
"Arcanum ©Chio."

| NT. SEDAN - DAY (MOVI NG)

Meet FBI Special Agents HOLLY MEADOWAS (at the wheel) and
JACK TACKER

Meadows (35) is outwardly pleasant but could fill a journal
wi th the nunber of asses she's kicked (and actual ly does).
Her unfl appability and chill deneanor are of immeasurable

aid when dealing with her partner, because..

Tacker (40s) is a full-tilt asshole. Snmug, irascible, and
condescendi ng. Smart and knows it. Doesn't care if you |like
hi m or not because he doesn't |ike you.

But despite their contrasting personalities, they make a
good team She respects himas an investigator; he respects
her as the only person he's ever nmet who can handle his
crazy. Even if sonetines only just.

(NOTE: Theirs has never been and never will be a romantic
rel ati onship. Not even if the ratings start to sag. Speaking
of, we will also never bring in a cute kid to boost ratings.
Well, maybe if it's an evil cute kid. W'll talk.)

Tacker reads froma tablet:

TACKER

"Located on the western border of
the state and officially classified
as a village"--

(dripping wth disdain)
Hear that, Meadows? A vill age.

(back to reading)
"Arcanum i s seated in southernnost
Dar ke County," spelled D-A-R-K-E
Guess what it's known for?

NVEADOWS
VWhat ?

TACKER
Corn, Meadows. It's known for corn

He chucks the tablet into the back seat.

TACKER
|"ve had it with the Bureau dunping
us in these podunk towns. Wat did
| do to deserve this?
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MEADOWS
You kneed Speci al Agent in Charge
Workman in the balls.

TACKER
| know what | did. | was being
rhetorical. But he had it com ng

MEADOWNS
And pi ssing on his shoes?

TACKER
| suppose, to sone, that could be
seen as crossing the line.

MEADOWS
You didn't cross the |line, Tacker,
you peed on it. You're lucky the
Bureau didn't expel you altogether.

TACKER
You and | have radically differing
concepts of the word "l ucky."
(sneers)
Cor n.

EXT. COUNTRY ROAD - CONT.

The sedan passes a road sign: Arcanum 2 m.

| NT. ARCANUM POLI CE STATI ON - DAY

We hear the intermttent CLACKING of a typewiter as we PAN
ALONG a desktop lined with framed photos of fanous bald nen.
Telly Saval es. M chael Chiklis. Bull from N ght Court...

BETSY SIL VOUS PLAIT (60s), perned and perpetual ly bedecked
in pink, hunts and pecks on her dated typewiter.

The POLICE CH EF arrives to greetings fromhis two-nman,
one-worman police force (their nanes later).

The chief (60) is your quintessential small town | aw dog,
| aconi ¢ and am able. Not the sharpest bulb in the shed but
what he lacks in smarts he makes up for with...hard to say.

He spots Meadows and Tacker waiting in his office. As he
pours hinself a cup of coffee:

PCLI CE CHI EF
Say, Betsy?

BETSY
Yes, Chief?

PCLI CE CHI EF

You woul dn't happen to know who
that is in nmy office, would ya?
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BETSY
Feds.

POLI CE CHI EF
Feds? What're they doin' here?

BETSY
Coul dn' t say.

POLI CE CHI EF
"Cuz they didn't tell you or 'cuz
you didn't ask?

BETSY
Take your pi ck.

Police Chief takes a sip, sizing the agents up.

POLI CE CHI EF
Wel | . Best go innerdoose nyself.

I NT. CH EF S OFFI CE - DAY
The Chief enters. The agents stand to neet him

POLI CE CH EF
Mornin'! Chief G 1 Human.

As CH EF A L HUMAN shakes their hands:

TACKER
Your nane i s "Human?"

CH EF HUMAN
Don't wear it out, heh.

As they all sit:

TACKER
Well -- Chief Human -- |' m Speci al
Agent Jack Tacker, this is Special
Agent Holly Meadows, FBI

CH EF HUVAN
Ain't often we get the Feeb around
here. What office you out of?

TACKER
G ncinnati .

CH EF HUVAN
Oh, yeah? You ever hear of that
anusenent park, Kings Island?

TACKER
Kings Island is in C ncinnati,
SO. ..
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Chi ef Hunman waits for clarification. Tacker can't believe he
has to spell it out.

TACKER
Yes, |'ve heard of King's Island.

CH EF HUVAN
You ever ride that rollercoaster
The Beast? My first tine, | dang
near pooped nyself--

TACKER
If it's all the same, Chief, 1'd
rather get right to business. W're
here about the bodies.

Again, Chief Human waits for clarification. Again, Tacker
can't believe he has to spell it out.

TACKER
That fell fromthe sky.

CH EF HUVAN
Oh, right, right, right.

TACKER
Were there sone other bodies to
whi ch you thought | was referring?

A suspi ci ous beat .

CH EF HUVAN
Nope.

Anot her suspi ci ous beat.

TACKER
At any rate, we're here to help.

CH EF HUVAN
s that what you call rollin' in
wi th your shiny badges and takin
over ny investigation? "Hel p?"

TACKER
W don't do that.

MEADONS
The FBI is at tinmes called in to
assi st smaller agencies such as
yours which may | ack the resources
to carry out a full and thorough
i nvestigation. But we don't have
jurisdiction. It's still your case.

CH EF HUVAN
Uh- huh. So who was it that called
you in? It wasn't ny departnent.
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TACKER
Attorney Ceneral Tiller.
VEADOWS
(correcting)
Mller.
TACKER
Apparently he--
VEADOWS
She.
TACKER
-- has a nephew- -
VEADOWS
Ni ece.
TACKER

-- who grew up next door to Joe
Headl y- -

MEADONS
Jake Hanl ey.

TACKER
-- on whose farmthe bodies fell.

CH EF HUVAN
Pi ggi e- Back!

TACKER
Excuse ne?

CH EF HUMVAN
AG MIller's niece. First nane's
Anita but fol ks 'round here cal
her "piggi e-back." Funny story--

TACKER
The point is, as your de facto
partners, we bring our A-gane and

expect the sanme of you. And | feel

it only fair to warn you, Chief,

t hat as an agent and representative

of the federal governnent, | have
zero tolerance for bullshit.

Chi ef Human rai ses hi s hand.

TACKER

You don't have to raise your hand.

CH EF HUVAN
Just want to say, you m ght wanna
watch the profanitizin'. Yours
woul dn't be the first mouth ol
Bet sy washed out with soap.
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TACKER
VWhatever. I1'd like to start with--

Chi ef raises his hand again. Tacker's already starting to
| ose his patience.

TACKER
VWhat ?

CH EF HUVAN
| was just wondering, y'all got a
pl ace to stay?

TACKER
Wy ?

CH EF HUVAN
This thing with the bodies...|
don't reckon it's the kind of
strangeness y'all are used to
dealin' wth.

TACKER
Your point?
CH EF HUVAN
See, Arcanumis...well, she's a

hundi nger. Lots of strange stuff
goes on here. Unexpl ai nabl e stuff.
If you're set on seein' this thing
t hrough, chances are you're gonna
be here a while, in which case
you' re gonna need a place to stay.

TACKER

The Bureau has nmade arrangenents.
CH EF HUVAN

\Wer eabout s?
MEADOWS

A B&B just outside of town.
CH EF HUVAN

M nmsy's or The Rusty Spring?
MEADOWS

The Rusty Spring.
CH EF HUVAN

Oh, you don't wanna stay there.
TACKER

Then we'll transfer to the other.
CH EF HUVAN

You REALLY don't wanna stay THERE
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MEADOWS
Where woul d you suggest ?

CH EF HUVAN
Don't worry. | got a place.

TACKER
| really don't think it would be
appropriate for us to stay at your
home, Chief.

CH EF HUVAN
Didn't say "ny" place, said "a"
pl ace.

TACKER
What place is that?

CH EF HUVAN
Jake Hanl ey's pl ace.

TACKER
Jake Hanley -- the farnmer who was
flattened by a fallen corpse?

CH EF HUMAN
Don't reckon he'll be needin' it
anynore, woul dn'tcha say?

Meadows recogni zes that Tacker is about to say sonething
caustic and intervenes before he can:

MEADONS
That sounds fine, chief. Thank you.

CH EF HUVAN
Ri ght-o0. Now, what say we go | ook
at sone bodies?
The eager Chief slaps his desktop and hurries out.

TACKER
VWhat ki nd of back-ass, shit-heel--

BETSY (05)
Hey!

Bet sy appears in the doorway brandi shing a bar of soap.

BETSY
"Il use it.

She backs out, notioning, "I'mwatching you."

EXT. ARCANUM PCLI CE STATI ON - DAY

The parking | ot behind the buil ding packed with gawkers and
several dozen sheet-covered bodi es.
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Chi ef Human acconpani es Meadows and the irritated Tacker.

TACKER
The parking |lot? What the hell were
you t hi nki ng?

CH EF HUVAN
Nowhere el se to put 'em The county
norgue ain't near big enough.

TACKER
You shoul dn't have npved them at
all, not until the scene had been

cl eared by forensics. There's no
telling what evidence you may have
contam nated or destroyed.

CH EF HUVAN
Gee, | sure amsorry.

Tacker takes a cal m ng breath.

TACKER
Let's just get started.

CH EF HUVAN
You got it.

Chi ef Human whi stl es the rubberneckers over.

TACKER
What are you doi ng?

CH EF HUVAN
Fi gured we coul d use a hand.

TACKER
You're inviting civilians to
interact with evidence?

CH EF HUVAN
I nviting? Who the heck do you think
hel ped ne bring 'em here?

TACKER
You let civilians nove the bodies?
Are you legitimately insane?

Chi ef Human hesit at es.

TACKER

That's not a trick question, Chief!
MEADOWNS

l|"msorry, Chief. I'"'mafraid we

must insist that no civilians be
allowed to interact with evidence.
"' m sure you under st and.
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Chief Human tilts his hat back.

OFFI CER JENNY WADE (20s) hurries over.
hi tching her size 6 pants over her size 0 hips.

CH EF HUVAN
Reckon you got a point. Wuldn't be
appropriate. Jenny!

CH EF HUVAN
Agents, O ficer Jenny Wade. Jenny,
agents Tacker and Meadows, FBI

OFFI CER WADE
Ww, real live FBI agents! Any Bob
ain't gonna believe this!

TACKER
"Any Bob"?

OFFI CER WADE
She's ny-- well, he's ny-- well--

TACKER

Y' know what? | don't need to know.
CH EF HUMAN

Jenny, |'ma need you to run to ny

crui ser and fetch nme... The Box.

OFFI CER WADE
Yes, sirl

Oficer Wade races off.

CH EF HUVAN
So what are we |ookin'" for exactly?

TACKER
One thing we know for sure is that
t he bodies had to have fallen from
sone type of aerial transport.

CH EF HUVAN
You nean, |ike, a plane?

TACKER
Well, they didn't fall off a boat.
I mt hi nki ng medi cal school, maybe
mlitary ballistic testing. Look
for toe tags, sonme kind of |abeling
system Anything that will give us
an i dea where these bodies cane
fromor where they were going.

O ficer Wade returns carrying a tin box.

OFFI CER WADE
Here you go, Chief.

Pi xi e-i sh,

constantly
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Chi ef Human agai n whistles the rubberneckers over.

TACKER
Now what are you doi ng?

CH EF HUMAN
Li ke you said, it wouldn't be right
lettin' civilians nmuck with the
bodi es, so...

The Chi ef opens The Box. It's filled with police badges.

CH EF HUVAN
['mswearin' 'emin.

TACKER
(growi ng panic)
Meadows. Meadows, Meadows, Meadows!

MEADOWS

(calmMy to the rescue)
Attention, please, everyone. W
appreci ate your interest but we
wi Il not be swearing anyone in
today. Pl ease clear the area and
| et us work. Thank you.

(to Chief Human)
Dude.

LATER

The rubberneckers now stand a respectabl e di stance away as
t he agents, the chief, and his officers inspect the bodies.

CH EF HUMAN
So, Cincinnati. This your first
time in our neck o' the woods?

MEADONS
Had a case in Piqua |ast year.
CH EF HUVAN
Lenme guess: Satanic death cult?
MEADONS
How d you know?
CH EF HUVAN
Not hi n' but weirdos in Piqua.
TACKER
Meadows. |'ve got sonet hing.
Tacker points to a small, charred hole just left-of-center
on a corpse's chest.
TACKER

| saw one just like it on this one.
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He lifts the sheet of the next corpse over to reveal a
simlar wound. Meadows checks the next body after that, and
t he next.

MEADOWS
These, too.
CH EF HUVAN
Reckon it's safe to say they al
got 'em
TACKER
Any i dea?
MEADOWS
Not sure but they | ook cauterized.
TACKER
Do we have an ETA on forensics?
MEADOWS
Ten m nutes. Field norgue, techs,
t he works.
TACKER

Good. Let's get these covered back
up. And for Christ's sake, get rid
of the gawkers

MEADOWNS
Onit.
Tacker goes to stand and wobbl es, |ightheaded.
CH EF HUVAN

You okay there, agent?

TACKER
I'mfine, just hypoglycemc.

CH EF HUVAN
You got a penis AND a vagi na! ?

CH EF HUMAN
No, Jethro, it nmeans | need food.
Take me where | can grab a burger.

Tacker heads off. Chief |lingers. Tacker snaps his fingers.

TACKER
Hey! Roscoe P. Coltrane! Let's go!

CH EF HUVAN
Sorry!

Chief hurries to catch up.

END ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

EXT. KORNER DI NER - DAY (EST).

I NT. KORNER DI NER - DAY

Lunch crowd. Meadows nurses a nil kshake. Chief Human hasn't
touched his cheeseburger. Tacker is clearly enjoying his.

TACKER
My God. This is amazing.
CH EF HUVAN
Best in the county, so they say. |
woul dn"t know. | don't eat neat.
MEADONS

Then why did you order one?

CH EF HUVAN
Cheeseburgers snell good.

TACKER
Alright, Chief. Level with ne.
What's the deal wth this burg?

CH EF HUVAN
What do you nmean?

TACKER
| nmean are falling cadavers a
rarity here or is it just another
Monday in Looney-ville?

CH EF HUVAN
| can't speak to the place
historically. I"'moriginally from

the south. What | can say is that
fromthe mnute | stepped foot in
Arcanum ain't a day gone by
sonet hin' strange didn't happen

MVEADOWS
Define "strange."

CH EF HUVAN
Sunmer of '88. First day on the
job. Got a call from Stunp's Tavern
sayin' a fella just stunbled in,
arm hangin' off his shoulder by a
threat. Said his dog attacked him

MEADOWNS
H's dog bit his armoff?
CH EF HUVAN
Didn't say "bit." Said "attacked."

Wth a steak knife.
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TACKER
A dog. Attacked its owner. Wth a
steak knife.

CH EF HUVAN
In the dog's defense, he had just
swatted it with a paper.

Tacker bl anks.

MEADOWS
What really happened?

CH EF HUMAN
That is what really happened. W
found the knife |l ater, chew marks
and sl obber all over it.

TACKER
(oozi ng sarcasm
Did the dog confess?

CH EF HUVAN
Uh, hello? Dogs can't talk.

Chi ef | ooks to Meadows, "What's with this guy?”
TACKER

You expect us to believe this kind
of insanity is commonpl ace here?

CH EF HUVAN
Bel i eve what you want, but one
thing you'll cone to realize about

Arcanumis that everyone here, and

| mean everyone, has a story. Fact

of the matter is, nost of the cases
we investigate wind up unsol ved.

TACKER
Because you' re inconpetent?

CH EF HUVAN
Don't take ny word for it. You ask
anybody, they'll tell ya: Arcanum
IS where nmagi c happens.

TACKER
| don't believe in nmagic.

CH EF HUMAN
Just 'cuz you don't believe it
don't nean it ain't true.

TACKER
Did you just use a triple negative?
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MEADOWS
You seemawful ly laid back for the
Pol i ce Chief of Crazy-burg.
CH EF HUVAN
Wel 1, once you've seen one bicycle
ride itself down Main Street...

WOVAN ( OS)
Darryl, you're hurting ne!

Al'l eyes turn to a booth where a REDNECK in a Kid Rock tee
forcefully grips his MOUSY WFE' s arm

CH EF HUVAN
Well. Duty calls.

Before Chi ef Human can get up
MEADOWS
Keep snelling your burger, Chief.
|'ve got this.
Meadows | eaves the booth.

CH EF HUVAN
Thi nk we oughtta hel p?

TACKER
Just enjoy the show.

Meadows arrives at the couple' s table.

MEADOWS
Excuse ne, sir?
REDNECK
What the hell do you want?
MEADOWS
| was just wondering, foot or fist?
REDNECK
What ?
MEADOWS

| said, foot or fist?

Redneck stands. Big sunbitch, a head and a half taller than
Meadows easy.

REDNECK
Let nme guess. You want ne to pick
whi ch one you hit nme with?

MEADOWS
No, | want you to pick which one
hit you wwth first.
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He | eans down, flashing an ugly, tobacco-stained grin, and
pokes her chest.

HUSBAND
Sur prise mne.

Wthout m ssing a beat, Meadows snaps a jab to his throat
and whips a kick to his gut that knocks him back into his
w fe's arns.

MEADONS
Does he | ook surprised to you?

Mousy W fe checks her husband's com cally shocked face,
| ooks back to Meadows and nods. The ot her custoners burst
into appl ause. Meadows blushes |like a little girl.

Chi ef Human gapes.

TACKER
(a l'a Hanni bal Lecter)
She burst his liver wwth a reverse
punch and a nice heel kick.

EXT. KORNER DI NER - DAY

Tacker and Meadows watch on as Chief Human | oads the
handcuf f ed Redneck into the back of his cruiser

CH EF HUVAN
Ni ce noves, agent. Were'd you
learn to fight like that?

MEADONS
My dad signed nme up for karate as a
kid. Got ny black belt at age ten.

CH EF HUVAN
Ah.

MEADONS
Then four years state teen chanpion
t hr ough hi gh school . ..

CH EF HUVAN
Oh.

MEADOWNS
Captain of the jiu jitsu team
t hrough col | ege. ..

CH EF HUMAN
Huh.

MEADOWS
Four years MVA pro, undefeated...
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CH EF HUMAN
Jeez.

MEADOWNS
And three years hand-to-hand conbat
instructor for the Dayton PD

CH EF HUVAN
Phew. That's m ghty inpressive.

TACKER
I f you think that's sonething, you
shoul d read her journal.

CH EF HUVAN
Maybe later. Right now |' m gonna
run this sorry sack of dung in for
bookin'. GCh, and before | forget...

He takes a key from his pocket.

CH EF HUVAN
The key to Jake Hanley's pl ace.
MEADOWNS
H s next of kin don't m nd us using
it?
CH EF HUVAN

Didn't have none. And his wll
| eaves his property to the town--

TACKER

(sotto)
Vil | age.

CH EF HUVAN
--so may as well put it use.

MEADOWS
In that case, thank you

CH EF HUVAN
No probleno, |i'l lady. Y all get
yoursel ves settled in and we'll
pick '"er on back up tonorree.
Chi ef drives off.

TACKER
Yup, | reckon, a-hyuck!

Meadows el bows him don't be a dick.

EXT. HANLEY FARMHOUSE - SUNDOWN ( EST)

The agents' sedan turns onto the |engthy gravel

driveway.
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| NT. HANLEY FARVHOUSE - CONT.

Meadows and Tacker enter carrying suitcases. Tacker flicks
the light on, illumnating a living roomcramed wth
oddities. It seens Jake Hanley was a bit of a pack rat.

TACKER
Way do | suddenly hear the thene
from Sanford and Son?

NVEADOWS
It is a bit crowded.

TACKER
Wal - Mart on Black Friday is a bit
crowded. This place is a dunp.

Tacker takes out his nobile.

MEADONS
What are you doi ng?

TACKER
Calling the Rusty Spring to see if
we can get our roons back

MEADOWNS
Stop. It's only tenporary.

TACKER
So is an anal fissure but that
doesn't make it any |ess painful.

MEADOWS
Let's just get settled in. You can
gripe about it later.

She continues into the house.
TACKER

(to hinself)
| could gripe about it now.

| NT. HANLEY FARVHOUSE - BEDROOM - NI GHT

We're skimm ng down a list in Meadows' journal. Dayton
rapi st, shattered pelvis. Huber Heights: purse snatcher
di sl ocat ed shoul der. Lima: child abuser, fractured skull.

She finishes her latest entry: Arcanum w fe beater, broken
ribs.

A KNOCK at the open bedroom door. Tacker enters.

TACKER
Venae cavae.
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MVEADOWS
Bonj our!

TACKER
No, venae cavae, veins that carry
deoxygenat ed bl ood to the heart. |
just spoke with the pathologist, a
Dr. Abjani. He said the bodi es have
all had their venae cavae severed.

MEADOWNS
That expl ai ns the chest wounds.
Does he know how t hey were severed?

TACKER
Not yet. I'mhitting the sack. Cal
the Chief and fill himin?

VEADOWS
Sur e.

Bef ore Tacker can | eave:

MEADONS

Wait. So what do you think?
TACKER

About what ?
MEADOWNS

Bodies falling fromthe sky. Dogs
attacking their owners with steak
knives. Crazy, right?

TACKER
Oh, is it? Because this whole tine
| ' ve been operating under the
assunption that neteoric corpses
and aggravated canine assault are
COVPLETELY NORMAL.

VEADOWS
Reel it in, Tacker. I'mas thrown
by all of this as you are.

TACKER
No, you're nore thrown. |I'msnmarter

than you. If it's enough to nerely
puzzl e ne, you must be hopel essly
dunbf ounded. Can | go to bed now?

VEADOWS
Go on, then.

Tacker turns to | eave. He pauses.

TACKER
How does a dog attack its owner
with a steak knife?
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MVEADOWS
Ruff-1ly.

TACKER
Ugh.

He | eaves.

EXT. ARCANUM POLI CE STATI ON - DAY (EST)

CH EF HUVAN (VO
Tell you what |'m havin' a hard
time figurin' out.

I NT. CH EF S OFFI CE - CONT.

CH EF HUVAN
If you're right and the bodies were
bein' transported by plane, why
dunp 'em here in Arcanun?

TACKER
Maybe they had to.

MEADOWS
Sonet hi ng goes wong, they jettison
the bodies to lighten the | oad.

TACKER
No reports of weckage in the area
so we can assune they | anded safely
el sewhere.

CH EF HUVAN
The cl osest airport is Dayton
I nternational. That's Mntgonery
County, right next door.

TACKER
Does this seem|ike sonmething a
commercial airline would be party
to? I'mthinking mlitary.

MEADONS
Wi ght-Patterson Air Force Base,
al so Montgonery County.

TACKER
And being an air force base, they
woul d have G 130s -- carrier planes

| arge enough to transport that many
bodi es, and off the public books.

MEADONS
A sound theory.
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TACKER
Geat. Chief, we recomend you set
a neeting with the base commander
at his earliest convenience.

CH EF HUVAN
Uh. Yeah. That could be a problem
| have been what you call "banned

in perpetuity" fromWight-Pat for
what you call "attenpting to break
into Hangar 18" in an effort to
what you call "acquire concrete
proof of alien life on our planet."

A long beat. Tacker turns to Meadows.

TACKER
kay, so I'mgoing to set us a
nmeeting wth the base commander at
his earliest convenience.

MEADOWS
Aces!

SLAM TO.

I NT. CH EF S OFFI CE - DAY
Chi ef Human snoozes at his desk. Tacker and Meadows enter.

TACKER
AHEM

Chi ef startl es awake.

TACKER
Nice to see the taxpayer dollars
bei ng put to good use.

CH EF HUVAN
(conposi ng hi nsel f)
So howd it go at Wight-Pat? Any
good news?

MEADOWS
The base commander all owed us
access to the flight |ogs. They
showed no activity around Arcanum
at the time of the incident, so
that rules out the mlitary.

CH EF HUVAN
Well, a plane still seens the nost
I i kely explanation. Supposing there
was a collision and the bodies
scattered on inpact.
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TACKER
And what did it collide with
Chief? An invisible nmountain?

Chi ef leans back, trying to wap his head around it.

CH EF HUVAN
| reckon that |eaves just one
expl anati on, then.

TACKER
If you say "magic" | wll enpty ny
A ock into your face.

CH EF HUVAN
| was gonna say maybe sonething
went wong so they jettisoned the
bodies to lighten the | oad.

TACKER
Does your brain work? That is
literally word for word what we
di scussed yesterday.

CH EF HUVAN
Ve did?

TACKER
Thi nk hard, Chief.

Chi ef Human t hi nks hard.
TACKER

Ww, | can actually hear the
hanmst er wheel spinning in your head

ri ght now.
MEADOWS
Tacker. . .
CH EF HUVAN
Now you listen here. |I've just

about had it with these little

W se-acre remarks of yours. W
ain't the nost sophisticated police
departnent around, | know. But | am
the Chief of Police of the Arcanum
Pol i ce Departnent, and dadgumm t,
you wi Il show ne respect.

TACKER
You know you just said the word
"police" like three tinmes?
MEADOWS

Tacker.



ARCANUM

Ep. 101 - "WELCOVE TO ARCANUM "

TACKER
Does that nmean | have to show you
three tines the respect?

MVEADOWS
Enough.

TACKER
Sorry, Meadows, | didn't catch
that. Could you repeat it three
times | ouder?

NVEADOWS
Qut si de. Now.

Tacker grunbl es and stonps out.

CH EF HUMAN
He's a bit touched, ain't he?

MEADOWS
Don't get nme start ed.

CH EF HUMAN
On what ?

Meadows doubl e-takes. This guy really is an idiot.

EXT. ARCANUM PD STATI ON - DAY

Tacker sul ks near the sedan. Meadows approaches.

MEADOWS
Do you want to tell ne what that
was about ?

TACKER
He started it.

NVEADOWS
How did he start it?

TACKER
By being a noron.

MEADOWS
And you're being a jerk.

TACKER
Your face is being a jerk.

VEADOWS
What's gotten into you? You' ve been
even nore irritable than usual from
the monment we arrived in this town.

TACKER
Ha! It's a village, stupid.
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Meadows raises an eyebrow. The inplication: watch it.

TACKER
Fine, 1'mbeing a jerk. Happy?

MEADONS
Yes. Now answer the question.

TACKER
| don't know. | can't put ny finger
on it, but sonmething about this
pl ace rubs ne the wong way, and
that dipshit |aw dog isn't hel ping.

VEADOWS
Then no better reason to focus on
t he case. The sooner we help him
solve it, the sooner we can | eave.

TACKER
That yokel has ne too agitated to
t hi nk straight. You got anything?

MEADOWNS
Hey, I"mjust the nuscle. You're
the brains of this operation.
TACKER
Still, it's not like I can just

pl uck theories out of thin--
He stops, struck with a sudden realization.

NVEADOWS
VWhat ?

He leans into the sedan and grabs a bottled water.

TACKER
This is an airplane.

He unscrews the cap.

TACKER
This is an airplane in flight
jettisoning its cargo.

Tacker pours as he noves the bottle horizontally.

MEADONS

(catchi ng on)
The cargo falls in a straight path
But that's not what happened here.

As they continue, Tacker is clearly leading her to
conclusions he's already drawn. In tinme we'll cone to
realize that Meadows is the only person he has this kind of
patience with
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TACKER
Exactly. These bodies fell en nmasse
froma single point, |ike water

froma shower head. Wi ch neans..

NVEADOWS
The aircraft had to have been
stationary. A helicopter?

TACKER
W rul ed out comercial and
mlitary aircraft.

MEADOWS
But not private.

TACKER
Even so, how could a helicopter
carry all those bodi es?

MEADOWS
How about a nonsoon bucket, |ike
they use on forest fires?

TACKER
Still, fifty one bodies. That's a

| ot of weight for one whirly bird.
Rem nd ne, what's the npbst common
civilian helicopter?

MEADONS
The Robi nson R44. Lift capacity of
2400 pounds. Estimate 160 pounds
for the average adult male, tines
fifty one bodies. That's no |ess
than four helicopters.

TACKER
They'd be awful hard to m ss,
especially over open farmn and.

MEADONS
We canvas the area. See if anyone
heard or saw a team of helicopters.
Which itself begs the question, why
was there a team of helicopters
carrying bodi es in nonsoon buckets,
and and why dunp themin this town?
Sorry, village?

TACKER
One thing at a tinme, Meadows. Right
now we' re goi ng back to that diner

MEADONS
You t hink sonmeone there may know
sonet hi ng?
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TACKER
No. |I'mdying for another burger.

END ACT TWO
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ACT THREE

I NT. KORNER DI NER - DAY

Tacker chews a nout hful of burger. Chief has yet another
unt ouched cheeseburger.

MEADOWNS
So, Tacker. |s there sonething
you'd i ke to say to Chief Human?

TACKER
Nope.

MEADOWS
Are you sure you have nothing to
say, |ike we discussed on the way

here, and is why we invited the
Chief to join us?

Tacker feigns deep thought.

TACKER
Nope.

MEADOWNS
Then | guess |I'Il have to apol ogi ze
for you, as usual. Chief, I'msorry

for ny partner's behavior earlier.

CH EF HUVAN
Wat er under the bridge. So |ong as
it doesn't happen again.

MEADOWS
Yeah, | can't nmake that prom se.

Tacker's nobile rings. He answers.

TACKER
Tacker. Oh? R ght. Keep ne posted.

He hangs up.

TACKER
That was Dr. Abjani. He says the
chest wounds were |ikely perforned
by a laser drill.

MEADOWNS

Wait, laser drill or |aser scal pel?
TACKER

He said drill.
MEADOWNS

That doesn't nmake any sense.



ARCANUM Ep. 101 - "WELCOVE TO ARCANUM "

TACKER
Way not ?
MEADOWNS
The only nedical laser drill in use
currently is for dentistry.
TACKER
So?
MEADONS

So, do you know anyone with teeth
in their chest?

CH EF HUVAN
Actual | y- -

TACKER
(stopping him
| swear to Cod.
(to Meadows)
So there's no way a dental | aser

drill could have severed the venae
cavae?

NVEADOWS
Beats nme. | know what they're used

for, not how they work.

TACKER
Partners for six years and stil
t he random gaps in your know edge
base continue to astound ne. How
are you so smart about sone things
and so stupid about others?

Meadows shrugs.

CH EF HUMAN
Y' know, | do believe our |ocal
denti st Doc Messers uses a | aser
drill. Maybe we could ask her?

TACKER

Finally, a good idea. Your stock is
dr oppi ng, Meadows.

EXT. COUNTRY ROAD - DAY

The FBI sedan crui ses past.

| NT. FBI SEDAN - DAY ( MOVI NG

Meadows at the wheel, Tacker riding shotgun, Chief Human in
t he back seat.

CH EF HUVAN
So, partners for six years, eh?
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TACKER
VWhat's it to you?
CH EF HUVAN
Just mekin' conversati on.
TACKER
Make it sonmewhere el se.
MEADOWS
You' || have to excuse ny partner,

Chief. You may have noticed he's
not exactly a social butterfly.

CH EF HUVAN
Eh, it happens. This line of work,
sooner or |ater, sone folks |ose
t heir sense of hunor.

TACKER
Excuse you, | have a wonderful
sense of hunor.

NVEADOWS
Si nce when?

TACKER
At the diner. | did a thing.

MVEADOWS
The Hanni bal Lecter thing?

TACKER
What ? 1t's funny.

MEADONS
The first tinme you did it. The
fifty times since then...

CH EF HUMAN
VWho' s Hanni bal Lecter?

TACKER
You know, Hanni bal Lecter. The
Sil ence of the Lanbs?

CH EF HUMAN
VWhat's that?

TACKER
Oh, just the greatest novel to film
adaption ever nade.

CH EF HUMAN
Never heard of it.
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TACKER
It's been a pop culture staple for
over thirty years. Do you live
under a rock?

CH EF HUVAN
| live in a single-story ranch--

TACKER
Not literally, you clown. Are you
hearing this, Meadows? He's never
heard of Silence of the Lanbs.

MEADOWS
Stop the worl d.

CH EF HUVAN
Wat's the big deal? It's just a
novi e, right?

TACKER
"Just” a novie? It's a work of
ci nematic genius. Wuld you cal
the Mona Lisa "just" a painting?

CH EF HUMAN
VWhat's the Mona Lisa?

Tacker whi ps around, staring daggers.

TACKER
You' re taxing me, Chief. You are
t axi ng ne.

O f Chief Human, not sure how to react...

EXT. DENTI ST'S OFFI CE - DAY
The trio exit the sedan.

CH EF HUVAN
Agent Meadows, a m nute?

They hang back as Tacker continues ahead.

CH EF HUVAN
What exactly is his problenf

MEADONS
You nean why is he snug, irascible,
and condescendi ng? He's a di ck.

CH EF HUVAN
Sonmebody oughtta tell himthat.

NVEADOWS
Oh, he knows.
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CH EF HUVAN
But he doesn't care.
MEADOWS
Not in the slightest.
CH EF HUVAN
That doesn't bother you?
MEADOWS
Actually, | admre it. For better

or worse, he's not afraid to speak

his m nd. You al ways know where you
stand with him | respect that, and
in return he respects ne.

TACKER
(cal l'i ng back)
Hey, ninrods. Wile we're young?

CH EF HUVAN
You call that respect?

NVEADOWS
Good with the bad.

| NT. DENTIST"S OFFI CE - WAI TI NG AREA - DAY

They arrive at the counter, where a perky RECEPTI ONl ST mans
a conputer.

CH EF HUVAN
Af ternoon, Shelly.

RECEPTI ONI ST
Hey, Chief. Tine for your triannual
cl eani ng?

CH EF HUVAN

|"'m here on business, actually. Is
Doc Messers in?

RECEPTI ONI ST
"1l fetch her for you

CH EF HUMAN
"Preciate it.

Receptioni st steps off.

TACKER
Tri-annual ? At | east you take your
dental health seriously.

CH EF HUVAN
Heck yeah. | never go nore'n three
years between cl eani ngs.
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O f Tacker, stymed...

| NT. DOC MESSERS' OFFI CE - DAY
DOC MESSERS (50s) inspects photos of the chest wounds.

DOC MESSERS
| woul d say, yes. These were
definitely made by a laser drill.

TACKER
And are these drills typically used
for anythi ng besi des dental work?

DOC MESSERS
Well, there's the possibility that
t hey were nade by sone other type
of laser drill.

TACKER
(to Meadows)
You said the only nedical |aser
drill currently in use is for
dentistry.

DOC MESSERS
She's right. But there are other
i ndustries besides nedical which
enploy laser drills. Autonotive,
aerospace, engineering..

TACKER
So you can't say with certainty
t hat those wounds were made by a
dental laser drill specifically?

DOC MESSERS
" msorry, no.

TACKER
In that case, you've been no help
what soever so | think you for
absol utely nothing. Meadows?

Tacker | eaves. Meadows offers the stung doctor a polite
smle.

EXT. DENTI ST'S OFFI CE - DAY
Meadows and Tacker exit, the mffed Chief on their tail.

CH EF HUVAN
What's the big deal, talkin' to her
like that? She was trying to help.

TACKER
No, she was failing to help.
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CH EF HUMAN
Even so, she's a friend of nine.

TACKER
Personal feelings have no place in
an investigation. She's not your
friend, she's a potential wtness.
And a usel ess one at that.

CH EF HUVAN
Are you saying you treat all your
interview subjects |ike that?

TACKER
Yeah, if they're usel ess.

Chi ef Human st ops.

CH EF HUVAN
Y' know what? | think ny departnent
can handl e things from here. You
can go on back to Cncinnati. W
don't need your help.

TACKER
On the contrary. Fromwhat |'ve
seen, your rinky dink police force
needs all the help it can get.

CH EF HUMAN
Don't go doin' us any favors.
TACKER
Tell that to AGTiller.
NVEADOWS
MIller.
TACKER
He's the one--
NVEADOWS
She.
TACKER

--who called in a favor and had us
sent to this piss hole.

CH EF HUVAN
If you hate it that much, why don't
ya just |eave?

TACKER
Trust ne, | would rather gargle the
t hong sweat of a syphilitic Tijuana
stripper than spend one nore second
in this corn-encrusted toilet, but
it's not up to ne.
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CH EF HUVAN
That's sonme nouth you got on you.
Maybe it's tinme sonebody shut it.

TACKER
Are you threatening nme?

CH EF HUVAN
VWhat if | was?

TACKER
If you "were,” | would warn you
that |'ve been tutored in the art
of self defense by ny nore than
capabl e partner here. Meadows, show
hi m what you taught ne.

CH EF HUVAN
Qoh, big man, hiding behind a tiny
little girl.
MEADOWS
Hey.
CH EF HUVAN
Sorry.
MEADOWS
It's cool.
TACKER
|"mnot hiding. | sinply refuse to

debase nyself by engaging in a fist
fight with a dunb gorilla like you.

CH EF HUVAN
You uppity snob.
TACKER
You si ster-bangi ng hick.
CH EF HUVAN
H gh-falutin' elitist!
TACKER
God, this place sucks.
CH EF HUVAN
Hey, don't get personal!
MEADOWS
Enough, both of you.
TACKER CH EF HUVAN
He started it-- He's the one who- -

Meadows snaps her fingers. Even adnoni shing them she never
rai ses her voi ce:
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MEADOWNS
Stop tal king. Chief, | know Agent
Tacker can be a pill, but he gets

results. Tacker, we get it. You
don't like it here. But we have a
job to do, so get over it. Now are
you two going to start acting |ike
adults or do | need to warmup ny
bi t ch- sl appi ng hand?

They munbl e in surrender.

MEADOWS
Now apol ogi ze to one anot her.

They munbl e apol ogi es.

MEADOWS
Now t hen. Chief, we think it would
be a good idea to canvass the area
around the Hanley farm It's your

call, so what do you say?
CH EF HUVAN
Abso-tootly.
TACKER

Christ, even your slang is inbred.
Cue "Foolish Questions" by Johnny Cash and..
BEG N MONTAGE - CANVASSI NG THE LOCALS

Tacker, Meadows, the Chief, and his officers knock on doors
and question Jake Hanl ey's nei ghbors. They're nmet with head
shakes, shrugs. Maybe we keep cutting back to an anorous
older lady flirting wwth the unreceptive Tacker.

The sense we get is that this whol e canvassi ng endeavor is a
farcical waste of tine.

END MONTAGE

| NT. SEDAN - DAY ( MOVI NG
Meadows at the wheel. Tacker glowers in the passenger seat.

TACKER
It just doesn't nmake any sense.

MEADOWNS
So no one saw or heard a team of
hel i copters. W adjust our focus
and nove on to the next theory.
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TACKER
There is no next theory. The only
| ogi cal explanation for the bodies
falling en masse froma fixed
| ocati on was a team of hovering
hel i copters, and we just rul ed that
out. It's as if these bodies just
appeared out of thin air |ike mag--

NVEADOWS
So what do we do now?

TACKER
Let's check with the pathol ogi st.
Lab reports should be back by now.
Maybe they'll tell us sonething.

DR. ABJANI (VO
| got not hing.

I NT. FI ELD MORGUE - DAY

Techs busy about.
DR. DEVESH ABJANI (40s). Capable, but a bit odd.

Dr. Abjani

Chief Human's earlier conmrent

resonati ng.

Tacker and Meadows neet w th pathol ogi st

(NOTE: Yes,

has an Indian accent, and yes, there will be a
j oke ivolving that accent later.)

DR ABJANI
| gnori ng damage sustained fromthe
fall, we're unable to determne a

cause of death. The bodies appear
to have been exsangui nat ed, but
we're not sure how

TACKER
| thought you said the venae cavae
had been severed?

DR, ABJANI
They had, and normally that woul d
be an ideal location to drain from
But you'll recall, they were
severed by a laser drill.

TACKER
So?
DR ABJANI
The purpose of a laser drill is to

nininize blood loss. It cauterizes
as it cuts.

TACKER
And you can't drain blood through a
cauterized hol e.
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Dr. Abjani clicks his tongue, bingo.
MEADOWS

They coul dn't have been drained
from another artery?

DR ABJAN
We didn't find any other incisions
or drillings.

TACKER

Then how were they exsangui nat ed?

DR, ABJANI
That's the question. You see, it's
i npossible to conpletely drain a
body of bl ood. There would still be
at least a trace anount |eft. But
fifty one bodies and we didn't fine
a single drop anong them

NMVEADOWS
The bodi es coul dn't have been
fl ushed out?

DR, ABJANI
Not through a cauterized incision.
And as | said--

NVEADOWS
There were no other incisions or
drillings on the bodies.

TACKER

If it's not possible that they were
exsangui nated nedically, how do you
expl ain the absence of bl ood?

DR, ABJANI
| can't. As strange as it may
sound, all indications point to

t hese bodi es having never had a
bl ood supply to begin wth.

NVEADOWS
VWhat about | Ds?

DR ABJANI
We ran dental s and DNA. Not hi ng.

TACKER
You didn't run fingerprints?

Dr. Abjani points their attention to a photo on his |aptop
-- an ECU of a fingertip. Perfectly snooth.

DR. ABJANI
What fingerprints?
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TACKER
I s that even possible?

DR, ABJANI
It's extrenmely rare.

TACKER
Define "extrenely."

DR ABJANI
As rare as wnning the lottery and
being struck by lighting at the
sanme tinme. Wile on horseback. Wth
Hal ey Atwel|l. Topl ess. Havana hair
fluttering in the wind. Her arns
wrapped tightly around your wai st.
Ampl e bosom pressed agai nst your
back. Her warm breath whi spering
into your ear. "M anor."

trails off, caught up in his erotic scenario.
Tacker 1 ooks to Meadows, what the hell? She nods him on.

TACKER
So break this down for us.
DR, ABJANI
(snappi ng to)
Wel |, between no bl ood supply, no

dental records, no DNA results, and
no fingerprints, it's like a bunch
of mannequins fell off an assenbly
l[ine. If you'll allow the nmetaphor.

TACKER
That's a sim | e.

DR. ABJAN
VWhat's the difference?

TACKER
Simles conpare. Metaphors equate.

DR ABJANI
Wait, what does an allegory do?

TACKER
Al'l egori es synboli ze.

DR, ABJANI
| thought that was an all usion?

TACKER
No, an all usi on--

MEADONS
If I may interrupt. Tacker, we need
to update the Chief.
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DR, ABJANI
Chi ef Human? You just m ssed him

TACKER
He was here?

DR, ABJANI
St opped by about an hour ago. Bit
of a goober. Although he did have
an rather interesting theory about
what may be behind all of this.

TACKER
Real | y? Wat ?

DR, ABJANI
(" Goooooh! ")
Magi c.

Amused OOHs and AAHs fromthe techs. Tacker funes.

Abj ani teases himw th the old "renovabl e t hunb”

END OF ACT THREE

trick.
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ACT FOUR

EXT. HANLEY FARVHOUSE - DAY

The norning sun peeks over the horizon.

| NT. HANLEY FARVHOUSE - BEDROCOM - DAY

Meadows i s woken by her vibrating alarmwatch. She sits up,
stretches. Her phone CH MES on the bedside table. A text
message. She checks it. Sinks. Bad news.

NVEADOWS
Ch, shit.

TACKER ( OS)
Meadows! You up?

VEADOWS
Be right there.

She takes a second to steel herself.

| NT. HANLEY FARVHOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY

Tacker, already dressed (mnus his suit coat) butters toast
at the counter. Meadows baby steps in, wary.

MEADOWS
(testing the waters)
Hey, partner. \What'cha got there?
Toast ?

TACKER
If by "toast" you mean sliced bread
partially charred by radi ant heat,
then yes. | "got" toast.

NVEADOWS
Cool . Toast. Tacker and his toast.
Butterin' up the toast.

TACKER
Are you repeating the word "toast"
intentionally or are do | need to
take you in for a PET scan?

MEADOWNS
Naw, man. |I'mcool. It's cool
Everything's... So, have you gotten
any bad texts recently, or...?
TACKER
As a matter of fact, | got one just

a few m nutes ago.
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MEADONS
Ch?
TACKER
ED pills. It's crazy. | nust have

bl ocked that nunber a dozen tines
but it keeps getting through. Wat
would I even do with ED pills?

have a perfectly functional penis.

MEADOWS

Totally. Me, too. |I'mgonna go get
dressed now.

Meadows | eaves. Tacker continues with his toast.

TACKER
Wi r do.

I NT. FI ELD MORGUE - DAY

Still early. No one here but the fifty one sheet-covered
cadavers.

Dr. Abjani enters, satchel on his shoul der, bopping along to
what ever nusic is playing over his ear buds.

He sets his satchel aside. Turns on a lap top. Readies a
m croscope. CGoes to a refrigeration unit and retrieves a
col l ection of vials.

He turns and stops cold. Stunned. He pulls out his ear buds.
We faintly hear The Hunger's "Vani shing Creanmt as we

CUT WDE to reveal THE BODI ES HAVE ALL VAN SHED.

| NT. ARCANUM POLI CE STATI ON - DAY
On Meadows and Betsy at the coffee station.

MEADOWS
Coul d you pass the creaner?

Bet sy does so with a pleasant smle.

MEADOWS
Thanks. W haven't officially net
yet. |I'm Agent Meadows. Holly.

BETSY
Betsy Sil Vous Plait.

MEADOWS
Oh, you speak French?

BETSY
No, why?
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Bef ore Meadows can respond, Chief Human squeezes between the
| adi es to pour hinself a cup.

CH EF HUVAN
Mornin' Betsy, agent.
MVEADOWS
Chi ef .
CH EF HUVAN

Say, what's he doin' in there?

Meadows | ooks to the Chief's office, where Tacker stands
staring intently at the wall.

MVEADOWS
Thi nki ng.

CH EF HUMAN
About what ?

VEADOWS
If I know Tacker -- and | do,
sometines nore than |'d care to --
he' s thinking about how we keep
hitting walls with this case.

CH EF HUVAN
Starin' at a wall's gonna fix that?
MEADONS
It's a visualization techni que. The
wal | is a blank canvas. Projecting

your thoughts onto it hel ps bring
theminto focus.

CH EF HUMAN
That wor ks for hinf

MEADOWS
He does have the hi ghest clearance
rate of any agent in the state.

CH EF HUVAN
Any idea how | ong he's gonna be?
I'd like nmy office back.

MEADOWS
No telling. | find it best not to
i nterrupt when he's visualizing. He
can get a little snippy.

CH EF HUVAN
Surprise, surprise.

Bet sy steps away. Seizing the opportunity for privacy,
Meadows' deneanor turns all business.
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MEADONS
So. Wy didn't you tell us you
spoke to Dr. Abjani?

Chi ef Human funbl es, caught off guard.

CH EF HUVAN
| don't know what you're talkin
about .

MEADONS

Yes, you do. You spoke to him

yest erday, about an hour before we
di d. Funny how you pretended the
informati on was new to you when
called to "update" you | ast night.

CH EF HUVAN
(def ensi ve now)
Way should | have to tell you
anything? You said yourself, it's
still ny investigation.

MEADONS
An investigation for which the
federal governnent is providing
support and resources. Last chance
to answer ny question or |'m going
to get nasty.

CH EF HUVAN
kay, okay, fine, 1I'll tell ya.
MEADOWS
I"mall ears.
CH EF HUVAN
There ain't no nice way to say it,
so I'll just say it. Your partner's

a big old A-hole and | don't Iike
workin' with him

MEADOWS
| understand that. Believe nme. But
you need to understand that our
participation isn't contingent upon
your liking him It's contingent
upon your cooperation. | don't mnd
pl ayi ng buffer between the two of
you if need be. Wuldn't be ny
first tinme, certainly won't be ny
|ast. But there will be no nore
wi t hhol di ng information fromus on
this case. Is that clear?

To his credit, the Chief accepts that he's in the wong.
Pl us Meadows nmade himpee hinself a little just now
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CH EF HUVAN
You have nmy word, Agent Meadows. It
won' t happen agai n.

MEADOWS
Thank you, | appreciate--

TACKER ( OS)
Meadows!

MEADOWS

Qop, okay, he's done.

I NT. CH EF S OFFI CE - DAY
Meadows and Chi ef Human enter

NMVEADOWS
You bel | owed?

TACKER
Quiet. Sit down.

She and the Chief take seats.

TACKER
Sherl ock Holnes tells us that when
you have elim nated the inpossible,
what ever remai ns, however
i nprobabl e, nmust be the truth.

CH EF HUVAN

(proudly)
Hound of the Baskervilles.

TACKER
No. The Sign of Four. Stop
i nterrupting.

Chi ef Human bites his lip.

TACKER
We find ourselves in the opposite
situation. Having elimnated al
probabilities, all that remains is
an inpossibility: that the bodies
materialized out of thin air. W' re
now |l eft with one course of action.

MEADOWS

Wi ch is?
TACKER

Gve up. I'll be in the car
MEADOWS

Wait, what?
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TACKER
Chief, I1'd say it's been fun but
|'d be lying. Take care. O don't.
| genuinely don't care.

VEADOWS
Tacker - -

And out he goes. Meadows follows. The Chief's desk phone
rings. He answers.

CH EF HUVAN
Chi ef Human. Ah, Dr. Abjani.
(beat)
What do you nean, "dizzy beard?"*

(*And there's the Indian accent joke).

EXT. ARCANUM PD STATI ON - DAY

Tacker exits, a spring in his step, whistling a happy tune,
Meadows on hi s heels.

MEADONS
Tacker, what are you doi ng?

TACKER
Leavi ng, obviously.

MEADOWS
W can't just leave, we're in the
m ddl e of a case.

TACKER
No, we're at the end of a case.
We' ve explored every possibility.
What else is there to do?

MEADOWNS
| don't know, keep trying?

TACKER
Way? The chief told us hinself that
nost of the cases here end up
unsol ved. What's one nore?

MEADOWS
So you're just going to wal k away?
TACKER
Yep. Now step to. If we | eave now
we' |l be back in C ncie by lunch.
Qoh! Skyline Chili, ny treat.
MEADOWS

Wait. That's what this is about.
For sonme reason you hate this
perfectly pleasant little town--
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TACKER
Vil | age.

MEADOWS
--and you're using the fact that
you're stunped on this case as an

excuse to cut and run. | have to
say, | am deeply disappointed.
TACKER

Deeply di sappoi nted? Jeepers. Maybe
| need to reconsider.

(beat)
Nah, |'m good.

NMVEADOWS
Tacker, we can't | eave.
TACKER
H de and watch ne.
NMVEADOWS
No, listen to ne.
They st op.
NVEADOWS
W really can't |eave.
TACKER
Way not ?
Meadows hates it, but...
NVEADOWS

SAC Wrkman texted nme this norning.
She passes him her nobile. He reads:

TACKER
"Be advised | will be reassigning
yoursel f and Agent Tacker...assi st
and advi se...Arcanum PD...for the
i mredi ate future..."

MEADOWNS
|"msorry. | should have told you
earlier. I was worried it would

di stract you fromthe case.
Tacker slow burns. ..

VEADOWS
Tacker ?

...and burns. ..

MEADOWS
Are you okay?
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...and burns...
MEADOWS
Tacker ?
...until finally:
TACKER

WORKMVA- A- A- A- N T
CUE Chorus of "It's Raining Men" by The Weather G rls and..
SMASH TO CREDI TS.
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TAG

EXT. ARCANUM - MAI N STREET (NI GHT)

Vacant. Shops closed. The stoplight blinks yellow W hear
t he approach of rhythmc, netallic SQUEAKI NG

A RI DERLESS BI CYCLE rolls past.

END OF EPI SODE
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