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FADE | N:

SOME | NNER SPACE

Sl eek, agile, close quarters - two space fighters tw st and
turn in a cosmc ballet - vying for ULTI MATE DOM NATI ON.

The battle rages on with no clear victor, until we pull back
to reveal that this is not in fact the cold vacuum of space,
but the crowded gymasi um of EAST CLAYTON H GH SCHOOL.

| NT. EAST CLAYTON HI GH SCHOCL - GYM - DAY
SUPER: " FALL, 1979"

The ships engaged in this nock battle are mani pul ated by two
| ow caste high school ers. BEN WALDORF (16), a good | ooking
kid who doesn't try; wardrobe by Goodwi ||, hair by accident.

Al ongside himis WALTER CHONG al so sixteen - a Korean
immgrant with coke-bottle glasses who just happens to be
Ben's best friend.

Ben and Chong continue on with their interstellar battle,
and haven’'t noticed the four nusty JUDGES cradling
cli pboards before them

A throat clears - Ben and Chong snap back to reality - they
pl ace their nodels down and hastily reorgani ze the displ ay.
Chong turns to Ben and takes a deep settling breath.

CHONG
(broken Engli sh)
Look at nme Benjam n. Everythin’
been leading to this nonent, we got
this okay. How do | | ook?

Ben gl ances at a hand- pai nted banner hangi ng over the double
doors, it reads: "CLAYTON FALL FESTIVAL." He turns to Chong.

BEN
Li ke you could take on the world.
What about ne?

CHONG
Never better.

The friends face the judges. Looking every inch a world
beater, Chong nods as the judges whisper to thensel ves.
W t hout another word they nove on to the next table.



CHONG
That just great! Thought we had it
this year Ben, really thought we
had it.

The trimfigure of PRINC PAL VI CKERS (40s) approaches
t hrough the crowmd. He has the | ook of an everyman with his
friendly face and well-tailored suit.

PRI NCl PAL VI CKERS
You know, | think I've finally
figured out your problem M.
Wal dorf. It was the same | ast year,
and the year before if |

recall...they sinply don’'t believe
this is the work of a high school
ki d.

Princi pal Vickers picks up one of the spaceships and admres
the granul ar detail. Chong heaves his backpack onto his
shoul ders, | ooks to his wistwatch.

CHONG
Listen, | gotta go Benjam n, see
you |l ater, k?

Ben wat ches Chong slunp fromthe gym The principal hands
t he nodel back

BEN
There’ s al ways next year, sir.

Principal Vickers curls a snmle - it’s obvious he has a soft
spot for the underdog.

Ben shoots a gl ance over the principal’s shoul der; four
CUPCAKE G RLS gl oat back at himfroma nearby table with
their first-place ribbons.

EXT. BEN S HOUSE - YARD - DAY

Ben drops his bike into the shrubs, a small bag of groceries
nestl es under one arm He chances a quick glinpse at the
rundown facade of his house.

A | oud BARK shakes Ben fromhis nonent. He pivots to see a
friendly golden retriever, (WNSTON), in the next yard. His
tail wags |like a metronone.

BEN
W nston! What you doin’ boy? You
get out again?



EXT. HOLBROOK HOUSE - FRONTYARD - DAY

Ben hops the | ow hedge and kneels down to pet the friendly
pooch. Wnston hurries off in the direction of the...

BACKYARD

Ben | ooks around for the dog. His eyes settle on his elderly
nei ghbor, MRS. HOLBROCK, poised on all fours at the bottom
of her garden. Ben trods over. Ms. Hol brook stabs at the
dirt with a small hand trowel as Wnston | ooks on.

BEN
Ms. Hol brook?

The old | ady wi pes her brow, keeps on digging.

BEN
lt’s me Ms. Hol brook, Ben.

MRS. HOLBROOK
No tinme to talk, young man, the
pl anes will be here soon. W nust
finish the shelter

BEN
The war’s over, Ms. Hol brook.

Ben takes her gently by the arm

BEN
Let’s get you back inside before
you catch col d. Waddya say?

W nston WOOFS in agreenment. Confused and vul nerable, the old
lady rises to her feet. Ben | eads her back to the house.

| NT. HOLBROCK HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - DAY

M's. Hol brook dozes in an arnchair. Ben puts a bl anket on
her | ap and wat ches her snooze.

| NT. HOLBROCOK HOUSE - KI TCHEN - CONTI NUOUS

Placing his carton of mlk and eggs into the old lady’'s
spartan refrigerator, Ben turns to Wnston.

BEN
Now you take good care of her and
"1l buy you a hanburger
|ater...you like that?



W nston paws the air.

BEN
Good boy, and make sure she takes
her medi ci ne.

I NT. BEN' S HOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY

Ben clicks on a small black and white TV - a Flash Gordon
rerun bursts into life. He crosses the room and opens the
refrigerator; it’s even nore sparse than the old | ady’s.

Ben settles for a soda. He slides into a bench and wat ches
the action unfold on the tube. A | oud BELCH echoes down the
hall. Ben turns to see his boozy POPS (40s), swaying towards
hi m

POPS
Hey ki d.

Pops slunps into the opposite bench. He runs a hand over his
five o clock shadow. Whiskers BRI STLE

POPS
Anythin’ to eat?

Ben shakes his head. Pops scans the table and sees Ben’s
backpack, he nmakes a grab for the nodel.

POPS
This what they teachin’ you kids
t hese days?

Ben puts his drink down and attenpts to retrieve the nodel.
Pops holds it just out of reach.

BEN
Dad, be careful, please.

A brief stand-off. Ben makes anot her sweep for the nodel.
Pops butterfingers the spaceship and it falls hard to the
i noleum Ben scranbles to the floor.

Crestfallen, Ben | ooks up at Pops as he gathers the broken
pi eces. Pops, no |onger paying attention, helps hinself to
Ben’ s coke.



I NT. BEN' S HOUSE - BEN S ROOM - LATER

Dozens of nodels hang fromthe ceiling of the small room
Posters of science fiction B-novies and ot her fantasy
artwork adorn the walls.

Ben, | ocked in concentration, glues the broken parts of his
spaceshi p back together. Suddenly, the bedroom door sw ngs
open, Chong poses in the doorway.

CHONG
Fat her passed out again, let nyself
in.
Chong enters, he notices the swayi ng nodel s.
CHONG

VWww  Made even nore since | ast
time.

Chong nakes his way anong the nodels, eyeing themwth
delight. Chong s eyes narrow, he wags a playful finger.

CHONG
You sure you nmake these? Don't | ook
i ke work of sixteen year old kid
to ne.

BEN
Very funny, Chong.

Chong doubl es up in hysterics.

CHONG
Today was a five-star poop parade,
Benjam n. We need to figure out
what we do wrong.

Chong | ooks over at Ben, still admring his repair job.

CHONG
You | istening, Benjam n?

Loud BARKS fill the air. Chong goes to the w ndow.

CHONG
A d | adi es dog, goin’ nental!

Ben stands and joins Chong. Wnston can be seen scratching
frantically at his back door bel ow



EXT. HOLBROOK HOUSE - BACKYARD - MOMVENTS LATER
Ben cups his hands to the w ndow.

BEN
M's. Hol brook? You hone?

No answer. Chong peers through the keyhole. He reels.

CHONG
Smel |l |ike cabbage in there! Maybe
she at bingo?

BEN
" mworried about her, Chong. She
hasn’t been herself |ately.

Ben hurries to the front of the house with Chong and W nston
hot on his heels.

EXT. HOLBROOK HOUSE - FRONT YARD - CONTI NUOUS

Ben squints through the window He sees the lifeless |egs of
M's. Hol brook poking from behind the couch. He shoots a
desperate | ook to Chong.

BEN
Qui ck, go to the neighbors, cal
911. Hurry!

Chong darts off. Ben reassures W nston.

BEN
It’s okay boy, help is on the way.

EXT. EMERCGENCY ROOM - EVEN NG

Chong and Ben exit the busy hospital. Chong s father, CHONG
SNR. greets themwith a big smle. Wnston sits at his feet,
he sees Ben and rushes over.

BEN
Easy boy! It’'s great to see you,
too! Thanks for picking us up M
Chong, and for taking care of
W nst on.

CHONG SNR
Ad lady lucky to be alive. Dog did
good.



CHONG
What gonna happen to dog now?

Chong | ooks to his father.

CHONG
We take him He cute, right Dad?

CHONG SNR
Sorry boy, would never work...Ms.
Chong too allergic. W take himto

shel ter.

BEN
Hey, no way! | guess you' re comn
with me Wnston. W’ Il have to be

sneaky though, Pops doesn’'t care
too nuch for aninmals.

EXT. EAST CLAYTON H GH SCHOOL - BI KE PAVI LI ON - DAY

Lunch hour. Ben and Chong neet with the rest of their
friends.

St oner dude, LAZER (17), sits in a lotus position on the
concrete. Nearby, is SLENDER EDWARD, also 17, an oddly tal
former private-school student fallen on hard tines. Add ‘em
all up, you mght get three quarters of an extrovert.

Edward is busy setting out his cutlery as Lazer watches on.

LAZER
Al I'’msayin dudes, is that
chi cks woul d be a whole |lot hotter
if they didn’t poop, that’'s all.

Edward decants a juice box into a w ne gl ass.

SLENDER EDWARD
Lazer, you're a very peculiar
i ndividual, | ever tell you that?

Lazer gl ances over his ubiquitous shades.

LAZER
Comin’ froma guy who brings his
own silverware to school

Sl ender Edward fishes around in his blazer pocket and pulls
out a small lamnated card. On it are witten the words:
"over-famliarity breeds contenpt."” It’s how he handl es
confrontation.



BEN
GQuys, guys, we're getting way off
track here.

Edward puts his card away, adjusts his silk cravat. Ben
notions to Chong.

BEN
Qur good friend here has called
this nmeeting to discuss our plans
for the future.

Ben pulls out a sketchpad from his backpack, tosses it onto
t he bench. Lazer snatches it up.

BEN
Sonmet hing |’ ve been working
on...new designs for the club.

LAZER
These are seism c, dude.

Lazer tosses the pad to Edward, gives Ben a high five. Qut
of the corner of his eye he sees BRUTUS (18), Cayton High's
star quarterback and team captain swaggering over with his
JOCKS; beefy bros JOHANNY and TONY CARBONE (18).

LAZER
Don’t want to slam your day dudes,
but Brutus and the Jocks are
headin’ this way. Two o’ cl ock!

The guys duck out of sight. Ben | ooks to Wnston and presses
a finger to his lips. Lazer chances a quick peek over the
wal | . The Jocks are now feet away, they stop to FLEX

Johnny pulls out a conb and slicks back his hair. Tony
tosses away his snoke, it arcs over into the pavilion and

| ands by Ben’s feet. Brutus and the Jocks swagger on out of
si ght.

LAZER
Phewl All cl ear

SIGHS of relief all around. Just as the tension nelts, an
al ka-seltzer voice rends the air, stiffening their backs.

HAGULA (O S.)
What ' s goi ng on here?!

The guys spin on their heels to see MSS HAGSTROM (50s)
standi ng before them N cknaned HAGULA by the kids, she is
Clayton Hgh's waith-1ike assistant principal on the
perpetual prow for fresh souls.



Hagul a points to Wnston with a bony finger. The poor dog
cowers behi nd Ben.

HAGULA
You all know the school’s policy on
ani mal s!

Hagul a notices the cigarette butt, tossed over nonments ago
snol dering at Ben's feet.

HAGULA
You' || hang for this, Waldorf!
BEN
But mss --
HAGULA
Save it for the principal!
CHONG
It true mss, you gotta believe us!
HAGULA
To the principal’s office at once.

Fol | ow me!

Ben | ooks to the supportive faces of his friends, silently
rooting for him

LAZER
Go get it over with, dude. W’ Il be
ri ght here.

I NT. EAST CLAYTON HI GH SCHOOL - PRI NCI PAL’S OFFI CE - DAY

Ben stands tall in front of the principal. Hagul a keeps
guard nearby. Vickers waps up a tel ephone call.

PRI NCl PAL VI CKERS
That will be all, Mss Hagstrom

Hagul a - incensed at being excluded from proceedi ngs -
shoots Ben a scow. She stornms fromthe office.
BEN
Sir, I swear | had nothing to do --

PRI NCl PAL VI CKERS
Rel ax Ben.



BEN
Hagula, | nean M ss Hagstrom --

PRI NCI PAL VI CKERS
| know, it’s okay. Take a seat.

Ben flops into a chair.

PRI NCI PAL VI CKERS
|’ mglad you cane in today, Ben. |
needed to speak with you.

Ben, intrigued, sits forward.

PRI NCI PAL VI CKERS
Thi s hobby of yours. This nodeling
you do. It’s very inpressive.

Vi ckers stands, paces.

PRI NCI PAL VI CKERS
| m ght have sonme good news for
you. One of the nobile classroons
over by the batting cages has
beconme avail able. | was wondering
if you and that little club of
yours would |i ke the use of it?

Fl abbergast ed, Ben breaks into a radiant smle.

PRI NCI PAL VI CKERS
There’s a little grant noney
floating around too. Could conme in
handy for sone extra materials.

BEN
Sir, I don’t know what to say...

Princi pal Vickers opens his drawer and pulls out a key.

PRI NCI PAL VI CKERS
Just keep it clean, Waldorf. That’s
all 1 ask.

Energi zed by the good news, Ben stands.

BEN
You bet, sir! You bet! Thank youl!

PRI NCI PAL VI CKERS
That will be all.

10.



11.

Ben backs out of the office, gesturing with gratitude.
Principal Vickers CHUCKLES to hinself with his good deed for
t he day.

EXT. EAST CLAYTON H GH SCHOOL - PARKI NG LOT - DAY

Chong and Edward eye a beat up old canper van sitting before
them A wing mrror hangs off, the bodywork is held together
by duct tape and prayers.

The words: "STAN S DEMON FEETUS" are airbrushed on the side
in large colorful letters. The proud noni ker of Lazer’s
garage band. Lazer flashes a negawatt smle.

LAZER
Wel |, whaddya think? Like our very
own rocket shuttle, eh guys?

SLENDER EDWARD
Lazer, you do know that fetus only
has one "E" right?

Lazer | ooks to his van, his smle drops.

LAZER
Man! You know how many | awns | had
to now to get that, dude?

Ben approaches. Lazer adjusts the wonky mrror.

LAZER
Ben, did you know fetus only has
one E?

| NT. LAZER S VAN - TRAVELI NG
Chong leans in, struggling to talk over the 8-track.

CHONG
Got your note Ben. Am confused. You
make it sound |ike sonething good
happen to us today. Mist be sone
m st ake, eh?

BEN
You didn’t m sunder st and,
Chong. .. sonet hing great did indeed
happen.



12.

CHONG
Hear that, Eddie?

SLENDER EDWARD
| amnot in the nood for your
practical jokes.

CHONG
Tel Il hi m Benj am n.

BEN
Qur friend speaks the truth,
Edward. As of now, we have procured
oursel ves a new cl ubhouse,
effective i mediately.

Edward’s interest is piqued.

BEN
No nore ducking Brutus and the
Jocks. No nore papers blowin in
the wind. Just a nice warm place to
i ndul ge the creative process.
Things are | ookin” up you guys.

SLENDER EDWARD
| don’t know how you pull ed that
of f Ben, but | amsuitably
i mpr essed.

Lazer grinds the gears, |lays on the HORN

LAZER
Next stop, Waldorf residence.

Ben grabs his backpack, |ooks to his pals.

BEN
Don't forget, after school
tomorrow. W got work to do.

EXT. BEN S HOUSE - BACKYARD - DAY

Wnston drops a ball at Ben's feet. Engrossed with his
sketchpad, Ben tosses it away. Wnston bounds off in
excitenment. A BARK rings out, Wnston can’t find the ball in
the I ong grass.

Ben puts his sketchpad aside and joins Wnston in the quest
for the lost ball. He | ooks to the unkenpt yard.



13.

BEN
You tryin’ to tell me sonething
boy?

SLI GHTLY LATER

Ben yanks the cord to the old [ awnower, it doesn’'t want to
start. Wnston trots over to a gap in the fence.

BEN
Sone hel p you are.

W nston, enthralled by sonething through the fence, wags his
tail frantically. Ben joins the curious dog and they jostle
for position. Ben's eyes focus in on a young woman.

Meet BEATRI CE "BOOKSI E* SHOOSTER (15), a teen nerd's fantasy
made flesh. Enpo before her tine, she rakes the | eaves in her
bl ack overalls and knee-high striped socks. She is part
Cyndi e Lauper, part MIlly R ngwald and all DYNAM TE

Booksi e bends - Ben is getting a REAL eyeful. Ben | ooks to
Wnston briefly, then back to the fence. Booksie is now
nowhere to be seen.

BEN
Where’ d you go?

BOOKSIE (O S.)
Hey purviss, up here...

Searching for the voice, Ben cranes upwards, a pile of dead
| eaves i s dunped uncerenoni ously over his head.

Ben clears the | eaves fromhis face. The girl hovers over
him She raises the rimof her black tril by, exposing her
edgy good | ooks.

BEN
| was just --

BOOKSI E
-- about to register with the city?
Since when was rakin’ |eaves a
spectat or sport?

BEN
It’s not like that. | --
BOOKSI E
Rel ax kid, I'"mjust nmessin with ya.

Booksi e blows into her bangs, kicks at a leaf pile.



Ben frets.

14.

BOOKSI E
Personally, | find the fall |eaves
to be at their nost beautiful when
sonebody else is pickin themup
Hey...cute fur-baby.

BEN
|"mtakin’ care of him until Ms.
Hol br ook conmes hone.

BOOKSI E
About that, kid...

W nst on whi npers.

BOOKSI E
Rel ax, Gramis doin’ fine. She's
gone to the old fol ks hone at
Wl bury. Can’t be by herself no
nor e.

BEN
You’ re her granddaughter? How come
|’ ve never seen you 'round before?

BOOKSI E
W live outta state. Dad’s dragged
us up here to get the house ready
for market. Not nuch of a vacation
| know, kinda hopin for Prague.

Booksi e of fers her hand.

BOOKSI E
The nane’ s Booksie. Never Bea and
definately never Beatrice, only ny
folks call ne that.

BEN
Booksie? You live in a library or
sonet hi ng?

BOOKSI E
M ght as well. Digesting the
witten word is what | do.

Booksi e hol ds up the rake.

BOOKSI E
O her hobbi es include gardening,
and by gardening, | nean reading.

So what’s your story?



15.

BEN
Oh yeah, I'’m Ben...Ben Wal dorf. |
live here.

Booksi e scans the overgrown yard.

BOOKSI E
You don’t say.

Ben gets to his feet and brushes hinself off. Wnston junps
up on the fence, presents his head to be patted.

BEN
Been doin’ ny best to keep hima
secret fromdad, he sleeps in ny
friends van nostly. He's
technically yours now I guess.

BOOKSI E
The road is no place for a pooch.
You' re comn’ with ne, handsone.
Gans wll be thrilled to see him

W nston pants at the pretty girl.

BEN
Renmenber boy, 1’1l be right here.
You can visit whenever you want.

Ben raises the fence panel, Wnston squeezes through.
Booksi e pulls out a book from her back pocket.

BOOKSI E
Now i f you’ll excuse me, it’s
mati ng season for this girl and her
new paper back.

Ben nods.

BOOKSI E
Hey, you go to Clay right? Any way
| could buma ride to school
t omor r ow?

Booksi e doesn’t wait for a response.
BOOKSI E
Geat! I'll be out front at eight.
Oh and Ben, it’s a dirty plug.

Confused, Ben eyes Booksi e.



BOOKSI E
On your nower.

Ben gets it with a sml|e. Booksie shoots hima w nk,

I NT. LAZER' S VAN - TRAVELI NG - MORNI NG

The boys eye Booksie. There’'s a real human girl in th
sitting feet away! They nod politely back at her but can't

hi de their awkwar dness.

The van pulls into the busy school

parking lot. The d

open and everyone piles out. Booksie scans the snall

hi gh school .
BOOKSI E
The academi c factory in
gl ory.
BEN

If it’s any consol ati on,

a great library.

BOOKSI E

all its

we do have

"Il be sure to check it out.

Booksi e bats her eyel ashes at the

BOOKSI E

boys.

| take it 1’"mgood for a ride hone?

Chong el bows Ben.

BEN

Err, we kinda got this thing we do

after school ...

CHONG

Model club, keep us very busy.

BOOKSI E

Hey, | can wait. Beats dad pickin’
me up in his sock and sanda

requi em

Booksi e puppydogs the boys. They cave.

BOOKSI E

Al righty! See you guys |ater.

Booksi e adjusts the straps on her

backpack and | eaves.

boys cone back to life. They throng around Ben.

16.

| eaves.

e van

oors
t own

The



17.

CHONG
She super hot Ben!

LAZER
She is very easy on the eye, dude.

SLENDER EDWARD
They' re both correct in their
apprai sals. She does have a certain
gi rl next-door appeal.

CHONG
Well, seeing she is actually girl
next door, Eddi e.

Edward fishes around in his pocket and pulls out his
over-famliarity card. Ben watches Booksie nelt into the
crowd; even from a di stance she stands out anongst the other
kids. He turns to his pals and feigns nonchal ance.

BEN
Real |l y? | hadn’t noti ced.

CHONG
Oh, Ben hadn’t noticed. Right!

Chong pokes Ben’s ribs. The friends pull and prod at him

| NT. EAST CLAYTON HI GH SCHOOL - CAFETERI A - DAY

Booksi e has made sone new friends. Loudnouth BRANDI and
snotty TRISH (both 16). Brandi sniffs her [unch and pushes
it away. Booksie scans the busy cafeteria.

Ben, Chong, Edward and Lazer sit at a corner table, passing
around magazi nes. Suddenly, Booksie’'s attention is diverted
- Brutus strides in with his Jocks.

Hour gl ass cheerl eader and honmecom ng queen, CRYSTAL DUKES
(17) drapes herself around Brutus - so close they could
share a bl oodstream

Booksi e admres Brutus’ tight deninms, he’'s a stud for sure.
Brutus | ooks over and catches Booksie's eye for a beat,
bef ore | ooki ng away.

BOOKSI E
He’' s beautiful, can | keep hinf?

Brandi |eans in, her gum bubbl e POPS.
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BRANDI
One thing you gotta know about
Clay, sister, if you re gonna
survi ve the popul archy --

TRI SH
-- those two are King and Queen
"round here.

Time slows as Brutus, Crystal and the Jocks file on through.
They stop at Ben’s table and signal for themto vacate.
Chong protests, the Jocks haul himoff his stool.

Booksi e watches on as Ben tries to nmediate a solution. Ben
and his friends are gi ven PONER-VWEDG ES and sent on their
way. They leave humliated as Brutus and his entourage get
confortable at their new table.

BRANDI
The guy wearing his underwear as a
hat is Ben Wal dorf, those are his
shadow people. 1'd stay as far away
fromthose perma-virgins as
possible if I were you. Instant
cred-shed, [ ady.

Booksi e | ooks to Trish and Brandi, then back to Brutus,
Crystal feeds hima fry.

I NT. MOBI LE CLASSROOM - DAY

The guys are busy naking the dusty classroomtheir own.
Chong sweeps up, Ben and Edward hang sci-fi posters on the
wal | s. Lazer, feet up, pounds a burrito whilst tuning a
smal | transistor radio.

LAZER
You know, for bein’ in the mddle
of a pot epidemic, this town sure
has sone crappy nusic.

Edward struggles with the poster.

BEN
Left corner, down a little. That’'s
it.
Edward adjusts the poster. Ben adnmires their work.
BEN

| was thinking. We could each have
our own stations. One for

( MORE)
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BEN (cont’ d)
scul pting, one for painting. W
coul d even have one for
el ectroni cs. Whaddya t hi nk?

CHONG
Ri ght on! All we need now is cool
name for new HQ Wasn't this old
chem stry roon? \What about - the
| ab?

The guys nmull it over, it neets with everyone' s approval .

BEN
The lab it is.

The door swi ngs open. Booksie peeks in.

BOOKSI E
There you are.

Booksie pulls off her mttens and heads over to Lazer. She
takes his burrito and sinks a deep bite before handing it
back. Lazer shoots her a | ook.

BOOKSI E
We gonna be | ong?

BEN
Al nost done.

SOMVE Tl ME LATER

Head resting on arm Booksie closes her paperback and YAWS.
Chong, Edward and Ben still organize their equipnent.

BOOKSI E
So, tell ne things. Wien you boys
aren’t touring with the circus,
what else is there to do around
here? Anywhere to get a decent bite
to eat? Be ny treat...

Never one to turn down a free neal, Lazer grabs his jacket.

LAZER
We know just the place!



20.

EXT. THE BURGER PIT - EVEN NG

Gane night. The after-school hangout is a neon-hive of
activity. Scores of teens wearing the teamcol ors of the
CLAYTON CLAYMORES m || around eating and soci ali zing.

| NT. LAZER S VAN

A world weary WAITRESS with killer legs leans in and takes
the orders on her roller skates.

WAl TRESS
Fi ve doubl es and four super gul ps.
That’ Il be ten dollars.

LAZER

-- and a | arge cheeseburger...and
hol d t he cheese.

The waitress fires Lazer a | ook.

WAl TRESS
Ri ght...sure hon, whatever you say.

Booksi e hands over the cash. The waitress skates off.

CHONG
Hol d cheese, every dam ti ne!
What’ s the point in ordering
cheeseburger Lazer, if you're just
gonna hold the cheese?

LAZER
You know, one day I'll nake you al
my world fanous BBQ burger. Two
patties, grilled ’'shroons, onions
and the secret ingredient |’'m
takin” with me to ny grave.

SLENDER EDWARD
It wouldn’t happen to be BBQ sauce,
would it?

LAZER
Man! Who told you?
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LATER
Lazer lets out a long BELCH, fires up his 8-track.

LAZER
Amwwi ght! Let ne take you on a
journey through space and ti ne!

BEN
W' re gonna tal k about the founding
principles of rock nusic now,
aren’t we?

LAZER
Dude, one thing about Sword of
Danocl es, that you' re not quite
gettin', is that they are, and
always will be, a band s band.

SLENDER EDWARD
Here we go.

Booksi e, anused by these oddballs, takes a slug of col a.

BOOKSI E
So, enlighten ne Lazer, what the
heck is a band s band?

LAZER
Quite sinple really -- mnusic that
bands t hensel ves would |isten to.
They’'re totally a band s band.

A rockin® guitar riff fills the van. Lazer cranks it up. The
guys grinmace at the audaci ous deci bels. Wthout warning, and
conpl etely out of character, Edward reaches over and ejects
the tape. He tosses it fromthe passenger w ndow.

LAZER
That was | ess than cool, nan.

Unperturbed, Lazer reaches into the glove conpartnent and
pul I s out another copy of the 8-track. He fires it up and it
pi cks up exactly where the other left off. Edward | ooks to

t he stunned faces staring back at him

SLENDER EDWARD
|’ msorry you had to see that side
of me.

LAZER
You should definitely go and get
that, man, it’s like only ny fourth
( MORE)



22.

LAZER (cont’ d)
copy. It’s called social
responsi bility, dude.

EXT. THE BURGER PI'T - PARKI NG LOT - CONTI NUQUS

Sl ender Edward stands over the ejected tape, which has

| anded in front of a 71 Chevy full of drunken RI VAL FANS
parked in the next stall. H gh beans kick on. Wndows w nd
down. Edward is blinded.

I NT. LAZER S VAN

Ben and the guys notice Edward s plight and press their
faces to the gl ass. Booksie | ooks to Ben, w thout a word,
she hops fromthe van.

EXT. THE BURGER PI T - PARKI NG LOT - CONTI NUOUS

Booksi e approaches, kneels for the tape. WOLF VHI STLES ring
out, doors swi ng open and the drunks spill out.

RI VAL FAN #1
Hey Elvira, bend over a little nore
when you do that, would ya?

Edwar d, shell-shocked, |ooks on. The drunks gather round.
One of them shoves Edward out of the way, they focus in on
Booksi e, ogling her gothic attire.

Rl VAL FAN #3
You know Hal |l oween isn’t ’til next
month right? Unless of course, you
wanna bite my neck now?

Booksie attenpts to push free, but the drunks surround her.
The crowds at the drive-thru have started to notice. They
poi nt and stare.

I NT. LAZER' S VAN - CONTI NUOUS

Chong | ooks to Ben. Indecision fills the air. Ben | ooks back
to the action outside. Suddenly, the crowd parts |ike the
red sea, making way for Brutus and Crystal.
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EXT. THE BURGER PI T - CONTI NUOUS
Brutus sees the disturbance. He hands his jacket to Crystal.

CRYSTAL
Leave it, Brutus.

Brutus, not |istening, approaches Booksie. The rival fans
square up to the beefy quarterback.

RI VAL FAN #2
What’ s on your mnd, neatball?

W t hout warni ng, Brutus shoves the guy backwards onto the
hood of his car. Eyes flash in shock at the prinmal power on
di spl ay.

The other two fans rush Brutus. He grabs their heads in his
meat hooks and cracks themtogether with a sickening THUD
They drop to the cenent. Brutus dusts off his hands.

BRUTUS
How nmany tinmes | gotta tell ya?
This is our place.

Brutus turns to the guy still sprawled on the hood. He
throws up his hands in resignation.

BRUTUS
Get outta here..

Peeling hinself off the car, the guy hel ps his buddi es back
to their vehicle. They fire up the ignition and screech from
the burger pit. The hone supporters, watching on, CHEER and
APPLAUD

Basking in the nonent, Crystal struts over |ike a peacock
and takes Brutus’ arm Booksie and Brutus | ock gazes briefly
before turni ng away.

EXT. BEN S STREET - LATER

Ben and Booksie are deposited at curbside. Lazer’s van pulls
away in a cloud of snoke and horns.

BEN
You sure you're okay?

BOOKSI E
| don't want to talk about it.
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BEN
About that guy --

BOOKSI E
| said | don’t wanna tal k about it.

Booksi e chills.

BOOKSI E
Look, it's still early, why don’'t
you conme in and neet the fan? |I'm
sure Wnston would | ove to see you.

Ben gl ances at Booksie’'s honey place, then to his own house;
shirtless Pops rages to hinself in the w ndow. Booksie
pretends not to notice.

BEN
Maybe sone other tine...

Ben, enbarrassed by his father’s antics, nmanages half a
sm|e and | eaves. Booksie watches himtronp the short
di stance back to his house.

Still waiting at curbside, Booksie watches Ben enter his
living room Pops flails wildly at him

Seconds | ater, Ben energes. Booksie steps into the shadows
to conceal herself. She watches Ben scal e the drainpi pe onto
the flat roof of his garage.

I NT. THE LAB - DAY

Booksie lets out a | ong yawm. She puts her book down and
gl ances at the clock. She eyes Edward and Chong, who huddl e
around Lazer’s | atest nasterpiece.

Gone is the dusty old classroomof before. The | ab has been
transformed into an antiseptic, fully functioni ng workspace,
housi ng all manner of handcrafted nodel s and di or anas.

LAZER
lt'’s a flock of Lava-wol ves,
closing in fast on their prey.

SLENDER EDWARD
| know what it is, Lazer, you don’t
have to tell ne. You ve definitely
i mpr oved.



25.

CHONG
No flock you idiot! Pack! Pack of
wol ves! But Eddie right, getting
much better

Booksi e i nspects her fingernails. The door opens and

Princi pal

The princi

A puzzl ed

Vi ckers enters.

PRI NCI PAL VI CKERS
" m | ooking for Wal dorf, is he
around?

CHONG
Not in school today, sir.

PRI NCl PAL VI CKERS
s he sick?

CHONG
No clue, just not in school.

PRI NCI PAL VI CKERS
M ss Shooster, | had no idea you
were part of this little club.

BOOKSI E
They’'re ny ride, sir.

pal digs into his pocket, pulls out an envel ope.

PRI NCI PAL VI CKERS
Wul d one of you give this to Ben,
next tinme you see hinf

Chong takes the envel ope fromthe principal.

PRI NCl PAL VI CKERS
Funds M. Chong, for this little
enterprise of yours. Not much,
know, but every little helps I'm
sure.

Truly grateful, Chong bows graciously.

PRI NCI PAL VI CKERS
The news isn’'t all good, |’ m
afrai d.

Booksi e eyes Vi ckers.

PRI NCl PAL VI CKERS
You m ght as well hear this too
M ss Shooster. | know you'll only

( MORE)



PRI NCI PAL VI CKERS (cont’ d)
be here for a short while, but it
concerns you as wel|.

Booksi e heads over.

PRI NCI PAL VI CKERS
The district, in their infinite
w sdom have decided to transfer ne
over to King' s. The school has been
failing for sone tinme now and
there’s going to be a reshuffling
of personnel.

Chong | ooks to Edward. Faces tighten.

Princi pal

PRI NCI PAL VI CKERS
This shouldn't effect this endeavor
of yours, and |I’m sure any new
principal worth his salt will be
nore than happy to continue
supporting the arts.
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Vi ckers takes anot her | ook around the | ab.

PRI NCI PAL VI CKERS
Be sure to pass the news onto
Wal dorf. As you were.

Vi ckers | eaves. Booksie | ooks to Chong.

BOOKSI E
You guys | ook Iike you ve had your
wi sdom t eet h renoved.

SLENDER EDWARD
W have what you may dub an
informal | ease. Any adm nistrative
changes coul d j eopardi ze that
arrangenent.

Booksi e pries the envel ope from Chong’ s hand.

BOOKSI E
"1l nmake sure Ben gets it.

| NT. EAST CLAYTON H GH SCHOOL - ASSEMBLY HALL -

Hagul a scans the sea of faces.

MORNI NG
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HAGULA
And this year’s w nner of the
Li ncol n Farish nenorial schol arship
is Macy Stanton. Macy, cone up
her e.

M | quet oast MACY (16), crosses the stage. Elenents of the
cromd SNI CKER as she trips over her feet. Macy approaches
Hagul a and takes her certificate. She shuffles back off
stage to a small ripple of appl ause.

HAGULA
Principal Vickers, | believe you
have one nore announcenent to nake?

PRI NCI PAL VI CKERS
Thank you. As sone of you nmay know,
tomorrow is going to be ny |ast day
here at C ayton High.

There are audi bl e nunbles fromthe gathered student body.

PRI NCI PAL VI CKERS
Due to events beyond ny control, |
am bei ng assi gned el sewhere. | want
it known that I’mgoing to m ss
every one of you, ny tenure here
has been the nost rewardi ng of ny
car eer.

Vi ckers scans the front row, who seem genui nely upset.

PRI NCl PAL VI CKERS
Wth that in mnd, please allow ne
to introduce you all to your new
principal .

Vi ckers gestures off to the side of the stage.

PRI NCI PAL VI CKERS
Please join ne in extending a warm
Cl ayton wel cone to your new
commander in chief, Principal
Boggs.

Rol y- poly BOGGS (50s), waddles over in his clip on tie and
off the rack suit. Cearly out of breath fromthe short
wal k, he runs a hand through his greasy conb-over.

BOGGS
Good norni ng. .

The m crophone whistles out a bar of static.
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BOGGS
| sure appreciate the kind words. |
know how fondly you think of ny
predecessor, and al though we differ

greatly in styles, | think you wl|l
find me firmyet fair in ny
appr oach.

Wi spers can be heard. Boggs scans the crowd.

BOGGS
That wi Il be enough.

The hall grows silent.

BOGGS
Over the next few weeks, you may
encounter me on ny travels, asking
guestions, and getting to know you
all. Coming froma proud mlitary
tradition, | may not agree with the
linmp-wisted policies of
counterpart here, but I’'lIl do ny
best to take under advi senent any
sensi bl e suggestions you all may
have.

Boggs tronps off stage with Hagula in tow. A bell RINGS, the
students stand and file fromthe hall.

| NT. EAST CLAYTON H GH SCHOOL - LI BRARY - DAY

Booksi e peruses the shel ves, stopping occasionally to add
anot her book to the grow ng pile under her arm She notices
a famliar face sitting at a corner table - the unlikely
sight of Brutus studying by hinself.

Booksi e approaches. Wth collar pulled up high in an attenpt
to hide his face, Brutus hasn't noticed her. He silently
mout hs words from a nagazi ne.

BOOKSI E
Ya got a great setup here. Although
personal ly, I think your Feng-shu
section is in the wong pl ace.

The joke is wasted on the big guy. Booksie sits and puts her
books to one side. She takes the magazine from Brutus who
clearly isn’t used to this level of inpudence.
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BOOKSI E
TV gui de, huh?

Booksie tosses the TV guide aside, it falls open.

BOOKSI E
Listen, | never got to say thank
you. For the other night | nean.

Brutus stands, takes his teamjacket fromthe back of the
chair. He turns to | eave.

BOCOKSI E
Let nme guess, struggling with the
grades? Coach puttin’ unreasonabl e
pressure on you to do better? |
could help you with that if you
like. I know you guys live for your
guarterback honors.

BRUTUS
Listen, | don’t know who you are
and | don’t care. You never saw ne
here, got it?

Booksi e zips her nouth closed with a finger. Brutus |eaves.
The open TV gui de catches Booksie’s eye. She hones in on an
advert in the personal section, it reads:

"WANTED: PROP MAKERS FOR SCI-FI MOVI E PRQIECT. ONLY SERI QUS
PARTI ES NEED APPLY. CALL THE OFFI CE OF HELTON CANE ON
899-567-9086." Booksie’'s eyes narrow, the gears turn in her
m nd. She scribbles Ben's nane on the ad and circles it.

EXT. BEN S HOUSE - GARAGE - EVEN NG

Booksi e pulls herself up onto the garage roof. Ben is |ying
on his back watching the stars cone out.

BOOKSI E
This is where | resune the ongoing
canpai gn to get you to come over

Ben doesn’t answer. Booksie inplores.

BOOKSI E
Conme on Benjy, Mnis been dyin’ to
t hank you for takin’ care of G amns.
She’ s been buggin’ ne to bring you
over forever.

An awkward sil ence grows, Booksie changes tactics.
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BOOKSI E
W got Atari --
Ben slowy pivots.
BOOKSI E

Al the | atest ganes --
Ben | ooks to Booksi e.

BEN
Well, maybe for a bit, what could
it hurt?

| NT. HOLBROOK HOUSE - KI TCHEN - NI GHT

Ben pounds his dinner like he hasn't eaten in a nonth.
Booksie’s MOM DAD and little sister POPPY (10) watch on.

LATER

Booksi e’s nom col |l ects the dishes. Booksie's dad casually
reaches over and pries Ben s jaw open.

BOOKSI E' S DAD
You know, that’s a great set of
teeth you got there, Ben.

BEN
Ankyou thir. ..

BOOKSI E' S DAD
You could do a | ot worse than
dentistry as a career, Ben. It’s
treated ny famly well. Sonething
to think about.

Booksie’'s dad releases Ben's jaw. He rubs it in relief.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - LATER STI LL

Ben finally has his hands on the coveted Atari, he pulls and
prods at the joystick. Booksie, curled up nearby, reads her
book.

BEN
May | present to you the decade’ s
hi gh score, nobody’ s beating that.
And on that bonbshell, | better go.
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BOOKSI E
But it’'s not even ni ne.

BEN
| got stuff to do, and it’s a --

BOOKSI E
-- school night. Don’t rem nd ne.

BEN
Thanks for tonight, Booksie. I
really needed it.

BOOKSI E
Renmenber Ben, the offer still
stands. You can crash here whenever
you want .

Ben nods, he knows she neans it. Ben nmakes his way to the
front door. Booksie and Wnston foll ow.

EXT. HOLBROOK HOUSE - NI GHT

Booksi e wat ches Ben plod the short distance back to his
house. Pops is raging to hinself in the w ndow agai n.
Hurting for Ben, Booksie closes the door.

I NT. BEN S HOUSE - BEN S ROOM - NI GHT

Ben finishes up his |atest nodel. He hangs it on the ceilin
with the others, they sway in the cool night air. Hypnotize
by the swaying starships, Ben is transfixed.

BEN S DAYDREAM

Dressed in flight-suit and hel net, Conmander Benjam n

Wal dorf of the | egendary VOLMAR SQUADRON huddl es in the
cranped cockpit of his speeding fighter. He glances at his
console - the eneny fighter centers in his sights.

Commander WAl dorf struggles with the controls, trying to
keep the eneny | ocked in the cross-hairs. H s patience pays
off, the target pulls into range.

Wal dorf squeezes the triggers - twin photon | asers streak
towards the eneny fighter. KABOOM It doesn’t stand a
chance.

g
d
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I NT. BEN' S HOUSE - BEN S ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

A | oud BANG shakes Ben from his daydream He hurries to the
w ndow. Ben sees Pops in the garden bel ow, pointing a snal
pistol into the air. He races fromhis room

EXT. BEN S HOUSE - FRONTYARD - CONTI NUOUS

Ben eyes Pops through the heavy drizzle, spinning in circles
and cursing at the heavens. Several NEI GHBORS keep an
i ndi screet watch from across the street.

A police car screeches up; two OFFI CERS get out. One of the
of ficers munbles sonething into his radio, the other puts a
hand on his sidearm

BEN
Wait! It’s just Ganpa' s old
starter pistol!

CFFI CER #1
Get back, kid!

Pops swaps stares with Ben, a tense nonent passes. Pops
drops the starter pistol and sobs in the nud.

The cops rush over and gather Pops up. They escort hi m back
to the patrol car. Ben, soaked to the skin, watches on as
anot her vehicle pulls in, a femal e SOCI AL WORKER gets out.

SCCl AL WORKER
Ben? Benjam n Wl dorf?

Ben, confused, eyes the wonman.

SOCI AL WORKER
My nane is Cassie, Cassie Mers,
|’mfromthe departnent of socia
servi ces.

BEN
Where are you taking ny dad?

SOCI AL WORKER
Your father is being detained for

his own safety, Ben. | knowthis is
alot totake in, but I’'ll do ny
best to answer any questions you
may have.

Enmer gi ng through the rain, a breathless Booksie appears, she
eyes the unfolding drama. Ben scans her stocking feet.
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SOCI AL WORKER
|’m afraid under state |law, Ben, I
can’t | eave you unsupervi sed out
here.

Ben | ooks to Pops, stewing in the police car.

SOCI AL WORKER
Until we figure out our next nove,
|”ve arranged for you to go to St.
John’s, it’s a hostel about ten
mles from here.

BOOKSI E
He can stay with us, can’'t you Ben?
My parents will sign whatever you

need.

SOCI AL WORKER
It’s not as sinple as that, mss.
The guardi anshi p process nmust go
t hrough the courts. It takes tine.

The social worker nods to the officers. They step forward.

OFFI CER #2
Conme now, young nan...

Ben wipes the rain fromhis face, steps back.

SOCI AL WORKER
Ben, we have to do what’s right.
W'l have all this sorted out
before you know it.

BEN
| ain"t goin to no hostel..

Ben catches Booksie's eye for a beat. He takes off - an
officer bolts after him

SCOCl AL WORKER
| really didn't want it to cone to
this.

The officer returns, clutching his sides.
OFFI CER #1
He’ s gone, ducked into a neighbor’s
yard and hopped the fence. That kid
can nove

The social worker turns to Booksi e. She scans her feet.
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SOCI AL WORKER
Renenber, no one has to be a hero.
When he does surface, you have a
noral obligation to informus of
hi s wher eabouts.

Not |istening, Booksie fires a |ong gaze down the street.

EXT. BEN S STREET - NEXT EVEN NG
Booksi e gathers up her backpack, hops from Lazer’s van.

LAZER
| f you hear anythin, you gotta |et
us know k?

BOOKSI E
Try not to worry. |I'’msure he’l
turn up soon

LAZER
| just want everythin’ back the way
it was, things were all so
di fferent before they went and
changed.

BOOKSI E
That's real deep, dude.

Booksi e catches the typo on the side of the van.

BOOKSI E

Erm Lazer, you do realize that --
LAZER

Yeah, | know. Fetus only has one E,

bumer. Hey, catch you |ater k.

Lazer slaps the van door, the van pulls away in a screech of
tires. Booksie eyes Ben's house; a newy erected "FOR SALE"
sign sits in the front yard.

Headi ng over to investigate, Booksie scans the sign briefly,
then wal ks to the wi ndow. The house has been conpletely
enptied of furniture.

Booksie turns to |l eave - a faint SNEEZE carries on the
breeze. Dismssing it with a shake of her head, Booksie
pl ods on. Another sneeze rings out, Booksie pivots.

Peering under the partially open garage door, Booksie scans
the gloom Nestling anongst the clutter is Ben, illum nated
by the faint glow of flashlight.
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| NT. GARAGE
Booksi e squeezes under the door.

BOOKSI E
So this is where cockroaches go to
die..

Ben drags his sleeve across his nose, doesn’t respond.
Booksi e maneuvers her way between the clutter and drops down
onto a crate next to him She snatches the flashlight and
trains it on himKG style.

BOOKSI E
Where ya bin, Wal dorf? Where ya
bi n, huh?

Ben squints. He | eans over and takes back the flashlight.

BOOKSI E
The ot her humanoi ds are m ssing you
Ben. They hardly work in the |ab
anynore, | think Lazer m ght be
crashing there.

Ben doesn’'t tal k. Booksie notices a snmall shrine next to
him Several photographs and other collectibles fill the
space.

BOCOKSI E
The nane is Ben, right? Hobbies
i ncl ude nodel - maki ng and gi vi ng up
on peopl e?

Booksi e | ays down sone bait.

BOOKSI E
|’ ve beaten all your high scores.

Ben's voice cracks into life.

BEN
Super Breakout ?

BOOKSI E
Especi al |y Super Breakout.

Ben nmulls the bad news. Intrigued by the shrine, Booksie
reaches over and picks up a |linp BALLOON |ying anongst the
ot her itens.



BOOKSI E
We nekin’ ball oon ani mal s now?

Ben gestures for the balloon, Booksie hands it

BOOKSI E
You know, for a guy who grew up
wi thout an effective male role
nodel , you turned out okay Wl dorf.

BEN
It wasn’t always this way...
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back.

Ben arranges the balloon back in front of an old photograph
of Pops in his younger days. He gazes off into space.

BEN (V. Q)
It was ny twelfth birthday. W
folks did their best to convince ne
to stay hone, but | had a quiz that
day and nme being ne, | decided to
go in anyway. Momtold me she' d
make up for it by picking nme up
after school and taking ne to ny
favorite place, Dean’s Arcade. She
even fixed ny favorite breakfast. |
can still taste those honemade
pancakes.

Ben | ooks to Booksi e.

BEN
She never made it. She was killed
by a drunk driver on her way over
there. | waited forever outside
t hose school gates, until a police
officer finally picked ne up and
took ne to the hospital. Dad was
already waiting for nme, a
construction set resting on the
seat next to him still wapped in
shiny paper with a balloon tied to
it. The officer said they were in
Momis car when the paranedics
arrived.

Booksi e 1 ooks to the ball oon on the table.

BEN
| never played with the
construction set nuch after that,
but that ball oon becane nore
inportant to ne than anything |

( MORE)
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BEN (cont’ d)

knowng it was filled

with Moms breath connected ne to

it inaway I

Booksi e | eans in.

Over tine,

know?

A crystalline jewel

cheek. She lets it fall

BEN

can’t expl ain.

t he ball oon went down,
it’s what balloons do. But having
it go down over tinme |ike that was
conplete therapy for nme, like I
wasn’t losing her all at once, you

of pure enotion runs down Booksie’'s

Booksi e pulls Ben in close.

BEN
| screwed up Booksie. I’'ve et
everyone down. They' |l take away

the ab for sure now, | just know

it.

It 11 all

BOOKSI E

be there waiting for you,
Ben. You just gotta show em you're
com n’ back

Booksi e breaks off the hug. They share a smle.

BOOKSI E
Conme on, let’s get you cleaned up.

I NT. EAST CLAYTON H GH SCHOOL - HALLWAY - DAY

Chong i s swappi hg basebal

cards with his UNCLE CHENG ( 30s),

Clayton Hi gh's easy-going janitor.

Booksi e approach. A huge smle erupts on his face.

CHONG

Chong notices Ben and

Been so worried about you Benjani n!
Wait till | tell Lazer and Eddi e,

t hey gonna be st oked!

BEN

It’s great to see you guys.

CHONG
You know | don’t do well
change, Ben...been hel

W th

for

nme.
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BOOKSI E

VWhere are the others?

CHONG

Lazer out with newgirlfriend, no
i dea about Eddie. He took things
real hard.

BEN

Poor guy. | know it hasn't been
easy on himadjusting to life in
the public school system

BOCKSI E

Then what are we waitin’ for? Let’s
go get the gang back together!

Chong high fives Booksie, the friends turn to | eave. A sour
voi ce rings out, rooting themto the spot.

BOGGS (O S.)

One nonent!

Ben pivots,

the portly franme of Boggs approaches.

BOGGS

My office, now.

Boggs turns on Uncl e Cheng.

BOGGS

And you...if you want to remain
enpl oyed here, | suggest you get
back to work.

Cheng snaps to it. Ben | ooks to his friends.

BEN

You go, I’'Il catch up.

Booksi e shoots Ben a synpathetic smle, notions to Chong.

I NT. EAST CLAYTON H GH SCHOOL - PRI NCI PAL’S OFFI CE - DAY

Boggs fingers his pipe.

BOGGS

We' Il skip the introductions, shal
we? | suspect ny reputation has
preceded ne.
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Ben takes a | ook around. The office has undergone quite the
makeover since Vickers' tenure. Ships in bottles and
intricate topiary displays adorn the shel ves and cabi nets.

BOGGS
You're not the only one with a
hobby around here.

Boggs taps his pipe. It is then we see it - the iridescent
MARCH FINCH - a perfectly preserved bird of incredible
nat ural beauty nesting on a clutch of eggs.

Boggs has transformed the unusual bird into an ornate
ashtray, and it takes pride of place on his desk.

BOGGS
The gl orious March Finch...only
twelve mating pairs left in the
world. It took ny father and |
three sumrers to track her down.
She’s the pride of ny collection.

Boggs’ eyes brimw th nmenory. He | ooks up.

BOGGS
Let ne get straight to the point,
Wal dorf. | don’t like people |ike
you. Thinking they can play by
their own rules. A school runs on
order boy, if we all took
unaut hori zed absences, what woul d
becone of us?

BEN
| had sone personal problens sir,
my dad --

BOGGS
Your excuses cut no ice with ne,
Wal dorf. I"mperfectly aware of

what’ s going on with that
never-do-wel | father of yours.

Ben' s shoul ders drop.

BOGGS
You nust understand, | can't |et
you set a bad exanple for the
others. Detention for a nonth, and
there’'s also the matter of this
little club of yours.

Ben's face tightens.
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BOGGS
| hear through the runor mll, that
you and your cohorts are quite
adept at what you do. Well, | shal

be putting your talents to better
use from now on.

Boggs lights his pipe.

BOGGS
This school is in dire need of a
new mascot. Something in ny inmage
ought to do it. I'mthinking a
statue, tall and true, raising his
sword to the skies. W are, after
all, called the Caynores are we
not ? What do you think?

Ben doesn’t have tine to respond.

BOGGS
Until you can learn to be trusted
around here, 1’11 also be assigning

M ss Hagstromto supervise your
little neetings from now on.

BEN
But sir..
BOGGS
She’ || report back to ne directly.

Extra curricular activities are a
privilege, not a right boy. You
carry on flaunting ny rules and

you' |l leave nme with no alternative
but to shut you down permanently.
D sm ssed.

| NT. THE LAB - DAY

Chong renoves the posters fromthe walls, the atnosphere is
cold and sterile. Ben works on the new school statue as
Hagul a wat ches on.

CHONG

Do we have to take themall down?
HAGULA

They’'re a fire hazard. | want them

renoved i mmedi ately.
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LAZER
This is worse than regul ar cl ass.

The door sw ngs open, Booksi e appears.

BOOKSI E
How do you guys handl e the cold
"round here? | got a mni-glacier
formng in nmy belly button.

Booksi e notices Hagula. Her snile drops.

HAGULA
Take a seat M ss Shooster, and keep
t he noi se down.

EXT. CLAYTON MUNI Cl PAL PARK - MORNI NG

Booksi e inspects the boys like a drill instructor. They
squint up at the sun and |l ook totally out of place outside.

BOOKSI E
Today, happy girl is happy, and I'm
inposing it on all of you. Any idea
why |’ ve brought you here this
nor ni ng?

Bef ore anyone can speak, Booksie gestures upward.

BOOKSI E
These are called ultra-violet rays,
and we need themto maintain
heal t hy skin and bones.

Lazer nmunbl es sonet hi ng i naudi bl e.

BOOKSI E
Do you have anything to say mster?
Strai ghten up, or do I have to get
t he junper cabl es?

Lazer straightens. Booksie produces a frisbee.

BOOKSI E
W' re makin’ today our bitch.
Moral e has taken quite a hit lately
Soit’s time to cast aside life's
woes and have sone good ol
fashioned R&R. |s everyone with nme?
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LATER

The guys toss the frisbee to each other with m xed results.
Booksi e, watching on froma bl anket, |lays out a hearty
picnic. Ben and Lazer break fromthe group and join her.

LAZER
We gotta do sonething about this
Boggs dude, karma is takin’ way too
| ong.

BEN
You have anythin’ in m nd?

LAZER
Ever heard of a whizz-disc?

Ben and Booksi e swap qui zzical | ooks.

LAZER
Oh, it’s classic man! You take a
| eak on a dinner plate, then freeze
it overnight. Next day you slide it
under the door of your nenmesis. It
melts and stinks up the place!
Whaddya t hi nk?!

Booksi e tosses a chip to Wnston.

BOOKSI E
W won’t be indulging in any urine
based vengeance, Lazer. Besides, we
don’t have that kind of bail noney.

Booksi e beckons to Chong and Eddi e.

BOOKSI E
Lazer is right though. Boggs has to
go, but we gotta do it clean, and
send him back to the devil’s farm
from whence he cane.

BEN LAZER
Agr eed.

Sl ender Edward | ooks to his hands.
SLENDER EDWARD

Remar kabl e, stress | evels have
decreased to tol erable | evels.



CHONG
For sure! Was fun day.

BOOKSI E
W' re not done yet, just one nore
thing to do before we call it a

day.

The guys crease their brows. Booksie | ooks over to four
TEENAGE G RLS struggling to fly a kite nearby.

CHONG
Nuh-uh! GCh no! Ask too nuch, cane
outside, had fun. Talking to girls,
bridge too far!

SLENDER EDWARD
M ss Shooster, there’s things you
need to understand, we’'re far nore
interesting as individuals when you
don’t get to know us.

BOOKSI E
This mght hit you right between
the eyeballs, but talkin to girls
ain’t some voodoo science. Follow

my three step programand it’ Il be
a breeze. Wiere's your sporting
bl ood?

Edward gl ances over to the girls.

SLENDER EDWARD
The solution to their problem seens
si npl e enough.

CHONG
Ri ght! Basic aerodynam cs. W tel
themto face into wind and probl em
sol ved. Then we go hone.

BOOKSI E
Boys, the kite is immterial, it’s
t he cahonies that are key
here. Just go up there and
i ntroduce yoursel ves.

W nst on BARKS. The boys swal | ow hard.

BOOKSI E
Now Jackets off! Untuck those
shirts...and Eddie, |ose that
necker chi ef .

43.
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SLENDER EDWARD
It’s a cravat, thank you M ss
Shooster...Harvey and Mayfi el d.

BOOKSI E
For the purpose of this exercise,
it’s gotta go. Now nake noma
proud. | want you all back here
before the street lights conme on.

Booksi e picks up the frisbee, tosses it away, it sails on
the breeze and | ands over by the girls’ feet.

BOOKSI E
Now go get those sexy doll s!

Booksi e wat ches the guys | unber over. She smiles to herself
and gets confortable for the show.

LATER

The kite soars. Booksie watches the boys teach the girls
sonme new tricks. After several farewel| handshakes, the boys
head back over. Booksie sits up to greet them

BOOKSI E
Vel | ?

A brief pause. The guys erupt into ENDZONE DANCES. Chong
waves a small scrap of paper above his head.

BOOKSI E
Get the heck off this Earth!

CHONG
It true! She gave ne her nunber!

Chong BEAMS wi | dly. The guys slap himon the back as he
stares proudly at the phone nunber in his hand.

EXT. THE LAB - DAY

Lazer, Chong, Edward and Wnston sit on the wooden steps to
the [ab. A MAI NTENANCE GUY renopbves a tool box fromhis truck
as Hagul a and Boggs watch on. Ben and Booksi e approach.

BOOKSI E
What’ s goin’ on?
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BOGGS
Are you going to tell them boy, or
am | ?
BOOKSI E
What are you up to, Boggs?
HAGULA
That’ s Princi pal Boggs to you.
BOGGS

Shel tering an ani mal on school
grounds is in direct violation of
policy. Wien M ss Hagstrom was
forced to eject the beast, your
friend here took it upon hinself to
| ock her out as well.

Booksi e stifles a chuckl e.

BOGGS
Thus conmes to an end your little
after-school folly. W tried to
work with you Waldorf, we really
did. You never gave us a chance.
Let this be a |lesson to all of you.

Boggs smirks at Ben, puts out his hand.

BOGGS
You have sonet hing of m ne?

Crestfallen, Ben digs into his pocket and fishes out the key
to the lab. He hands it over to Boggs, who butterfingers it
on purpose. The key drops to the ground.

BOGGS
Vell? Pick it up..

Ben kneels, picks up the key. He places it into Boggs hand.

BOGGS
You shall be allowed to continue
t he comm ssion | gave you recently,
but that work nust be undertaken in
t he school’s designated art

departnment. | hope you can find
renewal in all this, Waldorf. I
really do.

Snmug, vile, Boggs waddl es away. Hagul a fol |l ows.
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LAZER
| m sorry dudes. Principal chowder
went fromzero to overload in three

seconds. | just don't like |eavin’
t he pooch out in the cold that’s
all.

Wnston licks Lazer’'s face.

BOOKSI E
He was just lookin for an excuse
to shut us down, Lazer. It was just
a matter of tine.

BEN
Why does not hing ever work out for
us? Just once, if they could only
see the nerit in what we’re doing
her e.

SLENDER EDWARD
Maybe we should try and reason with
hin? This is getting out of hand.

BOOKSI E
We don’t negotiate with terrorists.

The guys eye Booksie. She shoots thema snile.

BOOKSI E
Dry your eyes, boys. So we | ost
this round. If old Boggs thinks he
can just waltz in here and cut us
of f at the knees, he's gotta know
he can never expect calm

I NT. EAST CLAYTON HI GH SCHOOL - LI BRARY - DAY

Booksi e gathers up a stack of honenade flyers fromthe
library’ s clunky m neograph. Ben takes one.

BEN
Gotta admt Booksie, these turned
out great. | still don't see how
entering sonme conpetition will get
Boggs of f our backs though.

BOOKSI E
Not just any conpetition, Ben. The
state fair.

Ben searches Booksie's face for nore info.
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BOOKSI E
Think about it. If we drum up
enough publicity around our
intention to win state fair next
year, Boggs wi Il have no chance of
shuttin’ us down.

Ben clicks his fingers.

BEN
"1l get on it right away.

Brutus skulks in, teasing his collar in a futile attenpt to
hide his identity. Booksie turns to Ben.

BOOKSI E
You go, | won't be |ong.

Ben questions Booksie's notives with a narrow ng of the
eyes. He leaves the library carrying the stack of flyers.
Booksi e approaches Brutus.

BRUTUS
What you doin’ here?

BOOKSI E
You know, people wite books, |
read ‘em It’s working out pretty
good.

An awkward second passes.

BOOKSI E
Well, you keep up the good work.

Booksi e adjusts her backpack. Brutus turns.
BRUTUS
Did you nean what you sai d? About
hel ping me | nean?
Booksi e is taken aback.

BOOKSI E
Sur e.

Booksie pulls a pen fromher hair, hands it to Brutus.

BOOKSI E
Here, give nme your address.

Brutus shuffles. Booksie urges with a smle.
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BOOKSI E
G ve ne your coordinates, you big
OX.

Booksi e connects the dots, takes back her pen.

BOOKSI E
You can't wite, can you?

Brut us shakes his head, | ooks to his boots.

BOOKSI E
Well, we’'re gonna change all that.

| NT. HOLBROOK HOUSE - KI TCHEN - DAY
Ben pokes his head inside the backdoor.

BEN
Booksi e, you hone?

No reply. Ben heads for the..

LI VI NG ROOM
The house appears enpty.

BEN
Anyone?

Suddenl y, Booksie, Poppy and her parents burst from behind
the furniture bl ow ng kazoos.

BOOKSI E/ POPPY/ PARENTS
Sur pri se!

Ben is caught off guard. Booksie slaps a party hat on him

BEN
What’ s goi ng on?

POPPY
Tell hi m Dad!

BOOKSI E''S DAD
We got sone good news today Ben, we
t hought you m ght appreciate it.

BOOKSI E S MOM
Last nonth, at the urging of young
Beatrice here, we filed for a

( MORE)
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BOOKSIE'S MOM (cont’ d)
tenporary guardi anship order. Well
we got the paperwork back today,
it’s all final.

BOOKSI E
That’'s right Benjy. No nore | ooking
over your shoul der, no nore
sl eeping in Lazer’s van. You can
relax for a while.

Ben’s eyes m st up. Poppy hugs his |egs.

BOOKSI E' S MOM
|’ ve al ready nmade up the spare
room..with alittle help fromm ss
Poppy here.

POPPY
Can | show himnmom can |?

Ben beans down at the excited young girl.

| NT. HOLBROOK HOUSE - DI NI NG ROOM - LATER

Booksi e’ s parents dance to "VOLARE" in the living room Ben
wat ches them through the arch. Nearby, Poppy dances with
W nst on. Booksie appears with dessert.

BOOKSI E
| thought we’'d finish strong wth
sone ice cream Now s not the tine
to be calorifically responsible.

BEN
| posted all the flyers.

BOOKSI E
Great work. It’s just a matter of
time 'til Boggs sees them In the
meantime, we gotta get busy in the
| ab.

BEN
Level with me Booksie, why are you
doing this? By the tinme state fair
rolls around, you'll already be
gone.

BOOKSI E
It’s the principal of the thing
Benjy. Standing up for what’s right
in the face of tyranny.
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BEN
| guess you' re right. (Beat) Hey,
t hanks for ny party, | had a great
tinme.

Booksi e’ s eyes flash with m schief.

BOCKSI E
The fol ks are goin’ out of town
next week. How ‘bout we cel ebrate
with a real party?

BEN
What coul d possibly go wong?

I NT. EAST CLAYTON H GH SCHOOL - HALLWAY - DAY

Boggs and Hagul a patrol the busy corridor, kids duck out of
their way as they hurry to class.

BOGGS
Sl ow down, no running in the halls!

Boggs sucks the lunch fromhis teeth.

BOGGS
No sense of discipline you see,
M ss Hagstrom A good stint in the
arnmy is what they need, do themthe
wor | d of good.

Somret hi ng catches Boggs’ eye up ahead. Ben and Booksie are
surrounded by several MEMBERS of the school newspaper. Boggs
and Hagul a approach. Booksi e hands Boggs a flyer, his face
grows dark.

BOOKSI E
You wanna pl ay bl ackj ack Boggs? W
got the w nning hand right here.

Boggs silently funes, veins THROB in his tenples. Booksie
puts out her hand.

BOOKSI E
Key pl ease. .

Boggs fishes the key fromhis pocket and hands it to
Booksi e. The school newspaper SNAPS a photo. Boggs stormns
of f, Hagula follows |ike a pet harpy.
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HAGULA
VWhat is it?
BOGGS
A problem M ss Hagstrom that’s

what !
Boggs hands the flyer to Hagul a.

HAGULA
Wth the board behind them they’l
never agree to pulling their club
NoWw.

BOGGS
|’m perfectly aware of that.

Boggs snatches the flyer back, crunples it up.

BOGGS
So that's how they want to play it.

I NT. THE LAB - DAY

The lab is back in full swing, the atnosphere is carefree
once nore. Everyone is busy at their workstations
transformng Ben’s new designs into reality.

LAZER
No nore Hagula! And tellin the
board Wnston is our enptional
support ani mal, nythical dude!

Booksi e smiles down at Wnston, gnawi ng a bone at her feet.

BOOKSI E
| ve been thinkin guys, now we're
officially back in business, we
could really use a nane for this
l[ittle venture of ours.

CHONG
What about...C ayton Craft C ub?

Booksie mulls, dismnm sses.

BOOKSI E
Not punchy enough.

SLENDER EDWARD
Model s, M niatures and Magi c?

Booksi e shakes her head, still no good.
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BEN
How about...the Special Defects
Depart nment ?

The ot hers ponder. They slowy nod their approval.

LAZER
Oh that’s good, man...that’s rea
good. For a bunch of guys that
never fit in anywhere, it’s
perfect!

Booksi e digs around in her backpack, pulls out her canera.

BOOKSI E
The Special Defects Departnent it
is! Okay ny august nen, ny
wonder ful rebels, gather ’round.

The guys | eave their stations and huddl e together. Wnston
maneuvers hinself proudly to the front. Booksie sets the
timer and hurries back over.

A bright FLASH illum nates the | ab. Booksie pulls the photo
fromthe camera and watches it develop in her hand. The
Speci al Defects Departnent admire their first group photo.

| NT. HOLBROOK HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

One hundred hornonal GHOULS and GHOSTS rock out to Stan’s
Denon Feetus, who nmake their public debut at Booksie’'s
Hal | oween bash.

Booksi e, wearing a 1960°s PAN AMflight attendant’s uniform
scans the heaving room She turns to Ben and the guys,
dressed as THE BEATLES and | ooking totally out of place in
t he corner.

BOOKSI E
Watch the party fouls tonight boys.
|"m putting a gaggi ng order on
dorki ng and any dorking rel ated

behavi or. Chong, | noticed kite
girl is here, why don’t you ask her
to dance?

Chong beans, puffs out his chest. He | ooks over to the girl
he nmet in the park earlier. She smles shyly back at him

SLENDER EDWARD
That m ght be unwi se, M ss
Shooster. Chong’s particular style

( MORE)
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SLENDER EDWARD (cont’ d)
of dance has best been described as
grand mal on a rope bridge.

Chong reaches over and digs into Edward’ s pocket. He pulls
out the over-famliarity card and holds it aloft. Edward
snatches it back. Booksie CHUCKLES.

Fromthe corner of his eye, Ben sees Brutus and Crystal
enter, carrying six packs and dressed as Frankenstein and
his bride.

BEN
That’s just great. Wo invited
t hose guys?

BOOKSI E
Relax, Ben...it'll be fine. Take a
deep breath and try to enjoy
yoursel f for once. Looks like we're
runnin’ | ow on snacks, 1'Il be
ri ght back.

BEN
Pl ease don’t be | ong, Booksie. W
can’'t die al one.

SLENDER EDWARD
You think we have it bad, spare a
t hought for Cheng, he’s working
| ate tonight.

| NT. EAST CLAYTON HI GH SCHOOL - HALLWAY - NI GHT

Uncl e Cheng, with vacuum strapped to his back, sweeps the
deserted hallway. He approaches Boggs’ office with a | ook of
dr ead.

I NT. HOLBROCOK HOUSE - NOOK - LATER

Booksie is alone, she twists to the nmusic whilst refilling a
pretzel bowl . Brutus, still wearing his Frankenstein mask,
appears in the doorway, he watches her groove.

Booksi e noti ces Frankenstein. Beyond enbarrassed, she
gathers herself. Brutus yanks off his mask and pulls a book
fromhis jacket. He hands it to Booksie.

BOOKSI E
Vel | ? What did you think?
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BRUTUS
It was great. You were right, the
mai n guy was totally ne.

BOOKSI E
Tol d ya. Speakin’ of great, your
short story was seriously on-brand.

BRUTUS
You' re just sayin’ that.

BOOKSI E
For reals dude. Was it true, about
you wanting to be a marine
bi ol ogi st ?

Brutus nods, they share a nonment. Crystal enters.

CRYSTAL
Let’s split Brutus, this is lame. A
bunch of us are goin’ to Lou’s.

Crystal Dukes picks up on the vibes. She | ooks to Booksie.

CRYSTAL
What’ s goin’ on here?

Bef ore Brutus can respond, Crystal stornms off.

BRUTUS
Crystal wait up. It’s not what it
| ooks Iike.

Brutus | ooks to Booksie for a beat.

BRUTUS
She gets kinda jealous. | better

go.

Booksi e shoots an understanding sm | e.

EXT. HOLBROOK HOUSE - YARD - CONTI NUQUS

Johnny and Tony Carbone extort sone candy from a coupl e of
KIDS trick or treating. Crystal barrels past, followed by
Brutus, hot on her heels.

BRUTUS
Hey Crystal, hold up!
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CRYSTAL
Don't play me for a fool. | saw the
way you were |ookin at her.

Brutus tosses his Frankenstein mask into the shrubs and
hurries on after Crystal. Tony | ooks to the nask and shares
a know ng | ook with Johnny.

| NT. HOLBROOK HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Stan’ s Denpon Feetus debut one of their slow nunbers, it’s
going down well with the teens. Couples in tight clinches
sl omdance, Chong and Kite girl are anong them

Kite girl breaks off and pulls Chong across the room Chong
beans over to Ben and Edward as the girl |eads himupstairs
by the hand.

| NT. EAST CLAYTON H GH SCHOOL - PRI NCI PAL’S OFFI CE - N GHT

Uncl e Cheng puts on his headphones and fires up his radio.
He runs a quick rag over the desk, stopping to eye a
phot ograph of Boggs in his mlitary uniform

Turning to | eave, Cheng s vacuum cl eaner clips Boggs' prized
March Finch. A nervous second passes, the finch teeters on
the edge of the desk briefly, before tunbling to the floor.

Uncl e Cheng, still oblivious, pushes his cart fromthe
of fice, |eaving Boggs' beloved finch in pieces on the floor.

| NT. HOLBROOK HOUSE - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT
Booksi e approaches Ben and Edward.

BOOKSI E
Havi n’ fun boys?

Sl ender Edward shoots a puzzl ed | ook.

SLENDER EDWARD
| don’t believe so Mss Shooster,
but I wll keep you apprised if the
si tuati on changes.

Tony and Johnny Carbone enter, squeezing a few butts as they
draw near. Tony stares at Ben and Edward.
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TONY
Well, if it isn't the hole patrol.

Booksi e jabs Tony with a sharp finger.

BOOKSI E
Hey! casual cruelty ain’t cute son.

Tony scoffs. He notions to Johnny and they head back into
the throng. Booksie holds up the book Brutus returned
earlier.

BOOKSI E
One nore thing to take care of -
and when | return, | expect a dance

Benjy.

Booksi e exits through the crowd. Tony and Johnny watch her
| eave from across the room

J OHNNY
You ever nake it with a girl like
that, Tony?

Tony pulls out the Frankenstein mask fromhis jacket and
| ooks to Booksie's Polaroid canera, resting on a nearby
si de-tabl e.

TONY
Gve ne five mnutes to get
cozy...and renenber, | want

pi ctures, Johnny.

Tony and Johnny knock their beers together.

I NT. HOLBROCK HOUSE - BOOKSIE'S ROOM - N GHT

Booksie, lit only by the hall |ight, kneels at her bookcase.
The door opens, Frankenstein peers in. Surprised, Booksie
| ooks up.

BOOKSI E
You guys get it all snoothed out?

Frankenstein shakes his head. He enters and cl oses the door.
Booksie fires hima synpathetic smle.

Frankenstein, cast in shadow, kneels besi de Booksie. He
rests his head on her shoul der. Booksie attenpts to stand.
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BOOKSI E
Whaddya say we get back, huh?

Frankenstein restrains her. Booksie attenpts to stand once
nmore. Frankenstein pulls her back in.

LANDI NG

Johnny Carbone tiptoes up the |last of the stairs, passing a
young coupl e maki ng out. He scans the upper level - his eyes
settle on a door ahead.

| NT. HOLBROCK HOUSE - BOOKSI E'S ROOM - CONTI NUQUS

Booksi e and Tony continue their struggle. Tony breathes
hard, pressing his masked face into Booksie s neck. He grabs
Booksi e’ s |l eg, his hand creeps up her thigh.

Booksi e reaches down and grabs Tony’s hand, she crushes his
fingers - Tony W NCES hard. Booksie yanks at the nask, Tony
Carbone’s sweaty face | eers back at her.

TONY
You broke ny finger!

BOOKSI E
You' re two seconds away from
getting a free, no hassle
vasect ony, pal.

LANDI NG

Johnny readies hinself outside the door. He | ooks to the
canera, turns the handl e and bursts in.

SPARE BEDROOM

Chong, confused at the unauthorized entry, cups his junk.
Kite girl pulls the blankets under her chin. Johnny,
realizing he got the wong room decides to preserve the
nonent anyway. CLICK! Chong flips out.

CHONG
This private room Wat you think
you’ re doi ng?!

Johnny | aughs at the spectacle, backs out slowy.



58.

LANDI NG
Chong foll ows Johnny out.

CHONG
G ve ne phot ograph!

Al'l eyes on Chong still covering his nodesty. H s outburst
is attracting party-goers fromthe | ower |evels. Ben appears
t hrough the throng, followed by Edward.

BEN
Chong? what’'s goi ng on?!

CHONG
Sexual pervert...taking pictures!

JOHNNY
Shut your nouth, cal cul us.

Johnny shoves Chong. Ben and Edward rush to his aid,
shocki ng t henmsel ves. They surround Johnny with a steely
resol ve.

At that nonment, Booksie s bedroom door opens. Tony rushes
out, wearing the Frankenstein mask and nursing his hand. He
bolts for the stairs

Johnny cranms the photo into his jacket pocket and tosses the
canera at Ben

J OHNNY
W won’t forget about this, you're
dead, all of yous!

Johnny legs it after Tony, HOALING | i ke a noron. Booksie
appears in the doorway seconds |ater, buttoning her bl ouse.

BOOKSI E
Party’ s over Ki ds.

EXT. BEN S HOUSE - GARAGE - LATER
Booksi e pulls herself onto the noonlit roof.

BEN
What is it with you and that guy
Booksie? Is it the towering
intellect, the scalpel wit? Ch
wait, he just |ooks good in a pair
of Levis.
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BOOKSI E
Wat ch the sharp edges, Benjy.

BEN
Chong is getting assaulted at your
party and all you're concerned with
is getting busy with king rat.

BOOKSI E
For your information, that wasn’t
Brutus. Mankind needn’t worry, |I'm
still a hundred percent single.

Ben scans Booksie' s face.

BOOKSI E
| know you’ve got a lot goin’ on at
t he nonent Ben. Just know I’ m here
for you, k?

BEN
Were you here for me when they took
Pops away? | know it was you,
Booksie...who called the cops.

Ben gl ares.

BEN
You do understand that when Pops
gets out of wherever it is they
sent him he’s gonna have nowhere
to go right? He’'s just gonna slip
strai ght back into his old ways and
l"mgoin to lose what little
famly | have left.

BOOKSI E
It couldn’t go on |ike that Ben,
not anynore.. .

Bur dened by events, Ben turns his back on Booksie. Wth sad
eyes, she lowers herself fromthe roof.

| NT. EAST CLAYTON H GH SCHOOL - CAFETERI A - DAY

The guys tease Chong. He watches on in horror as several
YOUNG G RLS sitting at a nearby table pass around the
Pol aroid of himfromthe party.

SLENDER EDWARD
| hear the juniors are paying a
buck each to take it hone for the
weekend.



CHONG
Not funny, Eddie.

LAZER
Try to |l ook on the bright side,
dude. It’Il be so worn out soon you

won't be able to tell who it is.
CHONG

Where Benjanmin at? At | east he show

some maturity.

| NT. HOLBROCOK HOUSE - LANDI NG - DAY

Ben collects the sea of plastic cups froml ast
party, stuffs theminto a garbage bag.

BOCKSIE (O S.)
| would |ike toast with peanut
butter and bananas pl ease.

Ben enters Booksie's room

BOOKSI E S ROOM
Booksie YAWNS with a stretch.

BOOKSI E
Three slices - just be grateful |I'm
meki n’ you part of ny nornin’
routine. Still wanna draw a chal k

outline around ne?
Ben nmanages a smle.

BOGCSKI E
D d everyone make it honme okay?

BEN
Eddie was the last to | eave.
Sonebody drew a fenmal e reproductive
systemon his forehead. | didn’t
have the heart to tell him

Booksi e sits up.

BEN
| take it we’re not going to school
t oday?

ni ght’s

60.
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BOOKSI E
Nah, I"mjust not feelin
it...besides, ny hair hurts.

Reachi ng under her pillow, Booksie pulls out two bus
tickets. She hands themto Ben. Puzzl ed, he scans them
briefly. The tunblers click into place.

BEN
Now wait just a mnute!
BOOKSI E
He’ Il be nervous too, Ben.
BEN
No way! |’ m not ready, Booksie.
BOOKSI E
Look, when we first nmet, | wasn’t
entirely honest with you. | said

the reason we didn’t get to see
Grans a whol e | ot was because we
lived outta state. Although that
was partly true, the real reason
was after Granpa died, Dad and
Grans | ost touch, over stupid stuff
mai nly.

Ben fl ops down on Booksie’s bed.

BOOKSI E
What I|'’mtrying to get at is, we
must never leave it 'til it’s too

| at e, Ben.
Booksi e 1 ooks to the tickets in Ben's hand.
BOOKSI E

Maybe two broken peopl e can make
each ot her whol e agai n?

INT. INNER CI TY REHAB - POP'S ROOM - DAY

The sun streans in through the blinds. Pops renoves two cans
of soda fromthe mni-fridge, hands themto Ben and Booksi e.
Pops transformation is nothing short of remarkable - clean
shaven with a haircut, he’'s even gained a few pounds.

POPS
It’s great to see you, Ben.

Pops gl ances at Booksi e.



POPS
You never nentioned anythin’ about
a girlfriend.

BEN
We're just friends, Pop.

POPS
Right. So what’s been goin’ on?
Tell your old Pops everythin'.

BEN
School ' s been keepin’ us real busy.
We got ourselves a new principal.

BOOKSI E
He's a little ball of hate, all
wrapped up in a big barf bow.

Pops chuckl es. Ben | ooks to Booksi e.

BEN
Now Booksie, we gotta give hima
chance...l’msure ol d Boggs wl|

find his groove soon enough.

POPS
| hear ya, had a few of those in ny
time. Wait, did you say Boggs? What
does this guy | ook like?

BEN
Fl at nose, kinda short, wal ks with
a waddl e.

POPS
That is Boggs! O d Enery Boggs. No
way!

BOOKSI E

You know hi nf?

POPS
Know hi n? After high school, a
bunch of us enlisted in the
service. He begged us to take him
along so finally we gave in. He was
al ways screwin’ things up and
hol di n” back the squad. Seens |ike
that guy hit nmenopause before he
even hit puberty.

Ben and Booksie |isten close.
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POPS
Eventual ly, we got real tired of
catchin’ heat for all his m stakes,
so a bunch of the guys duct-taped
himto his | ocker. He struggled so
hard the | ocker fell forward and
smashed up his face real bad. |
went to see himin the hospital a
few tines, but he was al ways asl eep
when | got there.

BOOKSI E
That m ght explain the bitter bone.

BEN
So he was never in the armny?

POPS
Hell no! Didn't even make it
t hrough basic training. Hs flat
feet got himin the end.

Pops beans.

POPS
Sure is nice to see you, Ben

| NT. THE LAB - DAY
Booksi e crosses off another itemfromthe bl ackboard.

BOOKSI E
W' re al nost done boys, just two
nore astro-jets and a captain’s
shuttle. Al your hard work is
payin’ off.

Suddenly, the door opens with an om nous CREAK. Boggs | oons
in the doorway. Wnston grows | ow. Boggs stal ks the | ab,
scow ing at the work being done.

Boggs stops at Ben’s workstation. Subdued, solemm, the
friends eye himin silence. Boggs digs into his pocket and
pulls out the remmants of his broken March Finch. He cradles
the pieces briefly, then drops themonto the desk.

BOGGS
It’s personal this tinme, Waldorf. |
just want you to know.

Boggs | eaves. The air hangs heavy with his vapors. The guys
| ook to Ben.
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BEN
| didn't break his damm ashtray...

CHONG
He not |istening anynore, Ben.

BOOKSI E
He was never |istening.

Sl ender Edward strai ghtens his cravat.

SLENDER EDWARD
Well, we’'re about to go head to
head with the nost ruthless
principal the district has ever
thrown at us. Any bets?

Booksi e | ooks up.
BOOKSI E
Ben...ny noney’s on Ben.
| NT. EAST CLAYTON HI GH SCHOCL - HALLWAY - DAY
Johnny Carbone takes a drink fromthe water fountain,
strai ghtens hinmself out. He approaches the principal’s door

and | ooks through the frosted gl ass.

Wth all the sex appeal of a ruptured col ostony bag, two
figures enbrace inside.

HAGULA (O S.)
Oh, Enery!

Johnny enters. Hagula and Boggs qui ckly separate.

BOGGS
Did no one ever teach you to knock,
boy?!

J OHNNY

You wanted to see ne, sir?

BOGGS
Yes, sit down.

Johnny drops into a chair.

BOGGS
|"ve just got off the tel ephone
with Coach Renfield. He' s concerned
about norale in the | ocker room

( MORE)
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BOGGS (cont’ d)
grades are slipping, what’'s going
on down there?

JOHNNY
It’s just a little bad bl ood sir,
nothin” to worry about.

BOGGS
| won’t tolerate petty in-fighting
in my school Carbone, it’s an
i nportant season for the C aynores,
we’'re shooting for state
chanpi onship this year. You guys do
it on your dine, not mne.

J OHNNY
Look, I'lIl level with you, sir. My
brot her has been buttin’ heads with
the cap lately. |1’ve been gettin’
caught in the mddle. I’'ll have a
word with himabout it.

BOGGS
Make sure you do. That will be all

Johnny | eaves.
BOGGS

Wth all these hornobnes running
around, it’s a wonder this place
functions at all. Stupid jocks.

Boggs | ooks to the enpty space on his desk where his bel oved
March Finch used to sit.

BOGGS
Wiy can't it be Waldorf sweating it
off in here? He hasn’t put a foot
wrong in weeks.

Boggs turns to Hagul a.

BOGGS
VWhat do we know about this little
falling out of theirs?

HAGULA
Only that Brutelli has been trying
to better hinself lately. Got sone
grand i dea he can escape the m |
when he fails to graduate.

Boggs scoffs.
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HAGULA
Thi s brother of Carbone’ s sounds
like a real hothead, crossing him
i ke that.

Boggs fingers his pipe. H s eyes w den.

BOGGS
That’s it...

Hagul a | ooks to Boggs.

BOGGS
The solution to our problem M ss
Hagstrom Don’t you see? In the
words of Philip of Macedon - a
great ancestor of mne - we nust
di vi de and conquer! Wat are you
waiting for? Get Carbone’s brother
in here at once.

I NT. EAST CLAYTON HI GH SCHOOL - PRI NCI PAL'S OFFI CE - LATER

Tony Car bone sl ouches before Boggs and Hagul a. Hagul a hands
hima cup of joe - he doesn’t know what is happening.

TONY
Hey, if this is about the girl’s
| ocker room - -

Boggs rises fromhis chair, paces.

BOGGS
You know what | |ike about you,
Car bone? You have the spark of
Zeus. | know a real go-getter when
| see one.

Tony, still confused, takes a gulp of coffee.

BOGGS
What |’mtrying to get at Carbone,
is |'’mperfectly cognizant the
pressures top flight conpetition
can have on an athlete, being an
avid sportsman nysel f.

HAGULA
It can’t be easy, know ng your
captain is spending nore tine anong
t he books than focusing on his duty
to the team Wrd travels fast
around here.



Tony’ s eyes fire.

TONY
See, this is what I'mtalkin’
about! I’ve been tryin to tel

em .

Tony nurses his cup. Hagula gives hima refill.

enters, pushing his cart. Boggs whirls on him

BOGGS
Not now, man!
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Uncl e Cheng

Uncl e Cheng backs out of the office, Boggs resunes.

BOGGS
W wanted to reassure you Carbone,
that you're not the only one with
concerns. |’ve spoken with the
coach and he agrees that Brutell
coul d i ndeed benefit froma | ong
rest.

Tony | eans in.

BOGGS
That | eaves us with the difficult
task of choosing his successor.

Boggs lets his words hang in the air.

BOGGS
You woul dn’t know anyone who’ d be
interested now? Team captain is a
lofty position, not everyone is cut
out for the role, despite the many
perks it can bring.

Tony clanors, points to hinself.

TONY
VWhat ‘ bout ne?

Boggs smirks to Hagula. A silence grows.

BOGGS
| don’t think we need | ook any
further, Mss Hagstrom Young
Car bone here woul d nake an
excel | ent choi ce.
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HAGULA
[’Il make the call at once.

Tony BEANS.

BOGGS
Oh and boy, before you go, there is
anot her small matter. Perhaps you
m ght do sonething for ne?

I NT. THE LAB - EVEN NG

The friends are hard at work. Booksie | ooks over to Boggs’
statue in the corner.

BOOKSI E
What we gonna do with the statue of
m sery?

Ben lifts the statue, sets it against the wall.

CHONG
| don’t think he gonna like it,
Ben.

SLENDER EDWARD
How coul d anyone like it?

The gang gl are over at the statue. It’s a short, fat
represention of a knight in arnor, clutching a pathetic
| ooki ng sword, painted in cheap gold paint.

BOOKSI E
What’' s that thing nade of anyway?

BEN
Hol | ow fi ber glass, cast in two
hal ves to keep the weight down. A
little concrete in the base and it
shoul d work out fine.

LAZER
Pah! We should trash that thing!

Sl ender Edward nods in agreenent.
BOOKSI E

Hey, not so fast...if Boggs wants
it, Boggs is gonna get it.
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CHONG
What ever you say, Booksie.

A KNOCK t hunps on the door.

BOOKSI E
St at e your business!

The pizza DELI VERY GUY responds.

DELI VERY GQUY (O S.)
Got your order. Six pepperonis and
a large crazy bread.

Booksi e opens the door. She takes the food and crans sone
bills into the guy’s hand. The delivery guy |ooks in awe
over Booksie’s shoul der.

And i npressed he should be. The nobile classroomis fast
becom ng the town’s unofficial sci-fi and fantasy nuseum
brimmng with all manner of starships and creatures.

I NT. THE LAB - LATER

Enpty pizza boxes litter the desks. Ben hands Booksie his
nodel spaceship, she places it in a box and tapes it up.

BOOKSI E
That’'s officially the | ast one. W
have everythin’ we need guys!

BEN
It’s a pity Lazer can’'t be here to
see this. Wiere is he anyway?

BOOKSI E
Pl anning a birthday surprise for
that girlfriend of his. Even
borrowed ny canmera to capture the
monment. So cute.

CHONG
It mdnight, can we please go hone
now?

BOOKSI E

You’ ve earned your freedom here
t oday. Go, be anmong your people.

The gang stand and stretch, Wnston barks.
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SLENDER EDWARD
Don't worry Wnston, we won’'t
forget the |ights.

EXT. EAST CLAYTON H GH SCHOOL - PARKI NG LOT - N GHT

Thunder heads gather on the horizon. Distant flashes of
[ightning illum nate the night sky.

Lazer |eads his blindfolded girlfriend, JUANITA (17), over
to his van. It’s been given a new paint-job, and even has a
white picket fence running along the roof. Lazer renpves the
blindfold, Juanita breaks into a radiant smle.

Lazer slides open the door; gone are the orange carpets and
gaudy decor; a neutral interior glints back at them Juanita
beans some nore. Lazer hel ps her inside.

I NT. LAZER' S VAN - CONTI NUOUS

Juanita takes a | ook around. Lazer has set the table for a
romantic dinner, a candle conpletes the nobod. She pulls him
in close, gives hima deep snooch.

Juanita can’t wait for dinner, she blows out the candl e and
pushes Lazer back onto the bunk bed, things are getting
st eany.

EXT. LAZER S VAN - CONTI NUOUS

Two shadowy figures creep up to Lazer’s van. Tony Carbone
unscrews Lazer’'s gas cap, Crystal Dukes, wearing Tony’ s team
j acket, hands hima |liquor bottle.

Tony gul ps down the | ast few nmouthfuls and wi pes his nouth.
They share a wy sm | e as Tony siphons the gas.

| NT. LAZER S VAN - CONTI NUOUS

olivious to what’s going on outside, the two | overs ronp.

Lazer rolls over onto Booksie s canera -- it SNAPS a quick
shot which we can’t quite nake out yet.
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EXT. THE LAB - LATER

Crystal pops in a stick of gum her eyes flash with malice.

CRYSTAL
That’ s it, baby! W Il show ‘em
we'll show ‘em all

Tony | ooks to Crystal, then splashes the gasoline around the
base of the nobile classroom Tony digs into his pocket and
pulls out a box of natches. He hands them over.

Crystal takes a match and strikes it. She watches the match
flicker in her fingertips briefly, then tosses it away.
VWHOOSH! The lab bursts into flanes.

In an instant the lab is consumed in a huge fireball
W ndows smash fromthe heat, the rising flames ROAR Tony
and Crystal |ook on nmesnerized. Crystal kisses Tony.

Crystal breaks off the kiss and |aughs with primal |ust. The
two figures slink away as the lab Iights up the night.

| NT. HOLBROCOK HOUSE - KI TCHEN - MORNI NG

Ben and Booksie sit at the table. Booksie’ s nom prepares
breakfast. Poppy reaches for the coffee-pot -- wthout

| ooki ng up fromhis newspaper -- dad swats her hand away.
The phone RI NGS, Booksie’'s nmom answers.

BOOKSI E' S MOM
Hel 1 0? Yes, 1'Il accept the
char ges.

Booksi e’ s nom hands over the phone.

BOOKSI E' S MOM
Sonebody cal |l ed Lazer.

Booksi e presses the receiver to her ear.

BOOKSI E
Sl ow down Lazer, you’'re doin’
ninety in the left lane. Try
conpl ete sentences.

Booksi e drops the phone, it dangles on its cord.

BOOKSI E
We gotta go, right away.
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EXT. THE LAB - MORNI NG

Booksi e, Ben, Edward and Lazer eye the snol dering ruins of
the lab. It is conpletely destroyed. Edward’s | egs buckl e.
Ben drops to his knees, Wnston VWH MPERS.

LAZER
Al that work, man, gone! Weks of
round the clock slog...up in snoke!

SLENDER EDWARD
How coul d t his have happened?
Lazer, you unplugged your sol dering
iron right?

LAZER
Don’t blanme ne, dude...what about
your glue gun? You' re al ways
| eavi ng that thing on.

SLENDER EDWARD
| resent your clains, Lazer. My
safety record is second to none.

BOCOKSI E
WIIl you guys just quit it?!

Booksi e | ooks over to Boggs’ office windowin the distance.

BOOKSI E
W all know what happened, it
doesn’t take Sherlock the Holnes to
figure it out.

SLENDER EDWARD
Are you insinuating nefarious
forces were at work here?

BEN
Look, let’s just take a step back.
What natters nost is nobody got
hurt. It’s been a rough norning and
we all need a breath. Then we
figure out where we go from here.

LAZER
Where we go from here? W’ ve
reached the end of the paved road,
man. W’ re done, dude, done!

BEN
First thing we do is tell Chong, he
shoul d know as soon as possi bl e.
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I NT. THE BURGER PIT - MORNI NG

Ben, Booksie, Edward and Lazer sit in a booth. The diner is
enpty, the jukebox is silent. Lazer scans the nenu.

LAZER
Fries or onion rings? It all cones
down to these two basic questions.

BOOKSI E
Lazer, how can you think of your
stomach at a time like this?

LAZER
Booksie, | can’t figure you out,
you' re takin’ this worse than any

of us.
Chong enters, he anbles over.

LAZER
Uh oh. Here he cones.

Chong slides into the booth.

CHONG
What up you guys?

Chong grabs a nmenu. Ben eyes his best friend.

BEN
Sonet hi ng happened Chong, | ast
night at the | ab. Somethi ng bad.

CHONG
W gonna order or what?

LAZER
Chong, you gotta |isten up, man.

SLENDER EDWARD
Lazer, |l et Ben handl e this.

Chong casts the nmenu aside with an inpish grin.

CHONG
Is that all you got to say? For
monment there, thought you were
gonna tell ne lab burnt down takin’
everythin® we work for with it.
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BEN
You know? But we’ve | ost everything
Chong, it’s gone.

CHONG
It sucks about |ab guys, really
does, but all not | ost!

SLENDER EDWARD
| think his engrans have reversed.

CHONG
Li sten! Uncle Cheng doi ng rounds
| ast night. Bogg breath was
schem ng with Hagul a. .. overheard
whol e evil plan to sabotage our
wor k. Later, Uncle waited for
school to get out and snuck back
into office. He swap out all Boggs’
stuff wth ours!

BEN
Wait, so let ne get this straight.
You' re saying that what went up in
snoke | ast night was all Boggs’
stuff?

Chong nods wildly. Hope grows in Ben’s eyes.

BEN
Then where's our stuff?

CHONG
| show you! | show you

| NT. EAST CLAYTON H GH SCHOOL - JANITOR' S CLOSET - MORNI NG

Chong opens the door with Uncle Cheng' s keys. The group rush
into the cluttered utility room In the corner sits Boggs’
st at ue.

BOOKSI E
He saved that?! O all the things
he saved, he saved that?!

CHONG
Qpen it up! Uncle grabbed what he
could, didn't have much tine.

Ben rushes over and opens up the hollow statue. It is filled
wi th nodel s.
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BEN
W' re mssing a ton of things, but
it looks like nost of the ships are
still intact.

Ben | ooks up at Booksi e.

BEN
We can rescue sonething fromthis
after all. It’s great news Booksi e,
the state fair is still on.

Booksi e doesn’t respond.

BEN
Booksi e?

BOOKSI E
Li sten guys, there isn’t any state
fair. There never was.

Booksi e | eaves, confusion fills the air.

| NT. EAST CLAYTON HI GH SCHOOL - HALLWAY - CONTI NUQUS
Ben catches up to Booksi e.

BEN
Ckay, start tal kin Booksi e.

Booksi e reaches into the hatband of her trilby and pulls out
Hel ton Cane’s ad. She hands it to Ben. He reads it then
passes it around.

SLENDER EDWARD
H H H Hel t on, Helton Cane?!

BOOKSI E
"’ m not sure whether he spells it
with four Hs or five...but yes,
that’s him you know hin?

SLENDER EDWARD
Know hi n? He's the B-novie king of
Al anogor do. Who coul d forget
Martian Gargoyles fromthe Void. No
one’s heard fromhimin years.

BOOKSI E
Well, it looks like he's back --
and hungry for nore.
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CHONG
Wy you lie to us, Booksie?

BOOKSI E
It wasn’t really a lie, Chong.
Repl ace state fair with visionary
di rector seeking to break new
ground on a project that’s never
been tried before, and it wasn’t
too far out of whack. Besides, you
guys have so nuch built-in fear of
success, you never woul d have gone
for it otherw se.

LAZER
Whoa, so let ne play catch up here.
Al this time we’ve been workin’ on
stuff for a new space flick? That’'s
far out, man!

BEN
We can still doit, it’'s not too
| at el

BOOKSI| E

What’s left in that statue won't be
enough, Ben. Helton gave out very
specific instructions.

CHONG
Then we nmake nore! Tell us what you
need and we start now, right guys?

BOOKSI E
They need to be on Helton s desk
first thing tonorrow. | was gonna

ship everything off today then tel
you. WAs gonna be a surpri se.

The reality sinks in. Booksie scans the vacant faces.

BOOKSI E
Not only is the | ab gone, we’'d
never have enough tinme to get
everything ready. W just gotta
accept we flew too close to the sun
on this one. I'msorry for gettin’
you guys invol ved.

Sl ender Edward hands the ad back to Booksie. She scrunches
it up and tosses it to the trashcan. It msses and rolls
under Boggs’ office door. The guys | eave.
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EXT. THE LAB - MORNI NG
Boggs kicks at the charred remains of the |ab.

BOGGS
That dammed idiot, Carbone! | said
di sincentivize them smash a few
wi ndows, make a few things
di sappear, not burn the place to
t he ground!

Hagul a runs her hand through Boggs’ conb-over.

HAGULA
Cal myoursel f, Enery. Wat’s done
is done. That band of hoodl uns have
been shut down once and for all
that’s all that nmatters.

Boggs takes cold confort in the words. He notices sonething
in the ashes. A nelted ship in a bottle snolders back at
him he recognizes it as one of his own. Boggs clenches his
fists and throws back his head.

BOGGS
WAl dooooor f !

| NT. HOLBROOK HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM - EVEN NG

Locked in concentration, Ben w ggles the joystick, the
vi deogane BLEEPS back at him Booksie and Poppy watch on.

BOOKSI E
Just face it Benjy, you' re never
gonna beat ne.

BEN
Just fifty points nore, your reign
of terror is over.

Booksie's parents enter. Wnston gets up to greet them He
nudges Ben and he funbles the joystick - the gane is over.
Poppy G GGLES, Booksie sticks out her tongue.

BOOKSI E
Sorry, sonetines | forget ny face
is on the outside.

BEN
Dangit W nston!
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BOOKSI E'S DAD
Poppy honey, let’'s go. Mwvie starts
in half an hour. Ben, did | ever
tell you you have great teeth, son?

BEN
Only every tine | bunp into you,
sir.

Booksi e’ s dad hol ds out a book on dental anatony.

BOOKSI E''S DAD
| want you to take a look at this,
Ben, and think about what | said.
There’s a whole | ot worse out there
for a bright young man |ike
your sel f.

Booksi e takes the book fromher dad. Her famly | eave.

BEN
Sure nice of your old man, thinking
of nmy future like that.

BOCOKSI E
You do have cute teefs, Benjy. |
ever tell you that?

Ben scowl s back in nock indignation. He flashes his
pearl y-whites and gestures for the book.

BOOKSI E
Not hi ng wong with those babies. No
false teeth for you anytinme soon.

Ben fingers the pages. Suddenly, the smle drops fromhis
face. The book falls to the floor.

BOOKSI E
Ben?

BEN
Fal se teeth. ..

Booksi e gives Ben one of those | ooks.

BEN
Fal se teeth - dentures - don’t you
get it? Booksie, you' re a genius!

BOOKSI E
| antf



I NT. HOLBROOK HOUSE - BOX ROOM - CONTI NUQUS

Booksi e hel ps Ben scan the shelves of a snmall bookcase.

pulls out a selection of her dad’ s old coll ege books.

Ben | eafs through the pages. He casts the book aside.
Booksi e hands hi manother. He files through it.

BEN
Here! The big ticket item..just
what we need.

Booksi e kneels. Ben pokes at the page.

BEN
Al gi nate powder. When m xed with
water it forns a paste which can be
used to make nolds. Dentists use it
all the time to make false teeth

BOOKSI E
But we’re not neking fal se teeth.

BEN
No silly, don’'t you see? Using
t hese sane principles, we take the
nodel s we al ready have, conbine
themw th sone of ny stuff from
home and we can nmake as many as we
like.

BOOKSI E
So let ne get this straight,
Benjami n. W gotta acquire
oursel ves a butt-load of dental
supplies at eight o' clock in the
eveni ng. Wrk through the night
getting everything ready with no
lab this tine...then drive to
Hel ton Cane’ s ranch which is over
t hree hours away?

A smle blossons on Ben's face. Booksie is seduced.
BOOKSI E
That’s the nost ridicul ous idea
|”ve ever heard. Gve ne five
m nutes to get ready!

Booksi e sl aps Ben on the back.
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She
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BOOKSI E
Put on your positive pants and
let’s gorally the squad. 'l | ook
up dental supply stores in the
ar ea.

BEN
There is the small matter of how
we’'re gonna pay for all this stuff.

BOOKSI E
|"ve done the mat hematicals Benjy
and we’'re gonna be fine. You just
| eave that to ne

| NT. HOLBROOK HOUSE - KI TCHEN - SLI GHTLY LATER
Ben reaches for his jacket. Booksie hangs up the phone.
BOOKSI E
Lazer and Chong are inbound,

t ouchdown in sixty seconds.

Booksi e rummages t hrough her dad’ s overcoat.

BOOKSI E
| know he keeps a spare in here
sonewher e
Earlier than planned, Booksie's famly return. Booksie -
hand still in her father’s coat - smles awkwardly.
BOOKSI E

You guys are back early.

BOOKSI E' S DAD
Mom wasn’'t feeling well, we think
it was the prawn cocktail

Poppy hurries over to the TV and turns on the video gane.
Booksi e renoves her hand from her dad’s coat.

BOOKSI E' S DAD
Fi nd what you' re | ooking for?

BOOKSI E
Erm that pic of Gans, the new
one...Ben wanted to see it.

Booksie’'s dad smles and pulls out his wallet. He opens it,
reveal i ng a photograph of his elderly nother hugging a nuch
OLDER MAN. He shows it to Ben.
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BEN
Ww, she | ooks great. Wio's the

guy?

BOOKSI E''S MOM
Her new boyfri end.

BOOKSI E S DAD
Dwi ght - a sprightly ninety five.

Booksi e gestures for the wallet, she eyes the photo.

BOCOKSI E
Gans likes to be the only one in
the relationship with her own hips.

Booksi e sneaks a credit card fromher dad’ s wall et and
pushes it up her sleeve. She hands it back.

BOOKSI E' S MOM
You guys goi ng sonewhere?

BOOKSI E
W t hought sonme night air sounded
good. Didn’t we Ben?

Ben i s caught off-guard. Booksie el bows him

BEN
Ch yeah, refreshing night air.

BOOKSI E' S DAD
Well, don’t you kids stay up too

Booksi e and Ben shuffle fromthe room Wnston foll ows.

I NT. LAZER' S VAN - NI GHT

Lazer pulls up outside Slender Edward s house, |ays on the
horn. Booksie admres the van’s new interior.

BOOKSI E
Love what you' ve done with the
pl ace, Lazer.

Edward pulls open the door and cl anbers inside. He has on a
nmud face-mask and dressing gown over silk paj anmas.

SLENDER EDWARD
Pl ease feel free to deploy one of
your generic put-downs.
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BEN
No tinme for that now Eddie, duty
calls. W& have ourselves a new
m ssion brief, howto get the upper
hand on Boggs. You with us?

SLENDER EDWARD
You know | believe in you guys, |
al ways have.

The gang sm | e.

SLENDER EDWARD
But | also believed in the
tooth-fairy once, so don’t get too
ent hused.

EXT. DOWNTOWN RETAI L ZONE - DENTAL SUPPLY WAREHOUSE - NI GHT

Lazer’s van swings into the enpty parking lot. Wnston junps
out, followed by the others.

CHONG
Don’t know about this. Wre
breaki ng at | east a dozen by-I| aws
right now, not to nmention Eddie’'s
curfew.

The guys tiptoe over to the main entrance. A | arge padl ock
secures the door.

SLENDER EDWARD
Pl ease, all ow ne.

Edward renmoves his cravat pin. After sonme tinkering with the
| ock, it clicks open. Astounded, the guys | ook on.

SLENDER EDWARD
One of the few benefits of having
M. Lazer here as an associ ate.

BOOKSI E
Eddie, if | could reach up there,
|"d kiss you right now You're
still goin on ny naughty list ‘“til
further notice.

Edwar d pushes open the door, revealing the warehouse
interior. The aisles stretch on forever and are | aden with
all manner of orthodontic supplies. He notions to the gang.
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| NT. DENTAL SUPPLY WAREHOUSE - CONTI NUCUS

Booksie fires up the switches, banks of overhead |ights
flicker into life.

BOOKSI E
Delta squad - you're with ne.
Chong, Lazer, Eddie, synchronize
wat ches. Meet us back here in
twenty m nutes - oh, and good | uck.

Edwar d, Lazer and Chong nod in unison. The teans split up.

I NT. / EXT. GOLF CART - TRAVELI NG - CONTI NUOUS

A golf cart zips around the bend. Intrepid REG NALD
DEVEREAUX (70), sem -retired security guard and all-round
paragon of efficiency listens to his funnies on the radio.

Reg chuckles along with the canned | aughter. Sonething up
ahead catches his eye, his glare fixes on Lazer’s van.

| NT. DENTAL SUPPLY WAREHOUSE - CONTI NUCGUS

The door opens with a CREAK. Shiny regul ati on boots step
forward. N ghtstick at the ready, Reg is ready for action.

| NT. WAREHOUSE OFFI CE - CONTI NUQUS
Booksie sits at the desk. She runs her dad's credit card.

BOOKSI E
(to Ben)
There, paid in full. Let’'s go find
t he ot hers.

| NT. WAREHOUSE - CONTI NUOUS

Edward and Chong heave the supplies onto a cart. Lazer
funmbl es a box of utensils, the | oud CLATTER echoes around
t he war ehouse wal |l s.

CHONG
You maki n’ enough noise right now?

SLENDER EDWARD
Per haps you coul d i ncorporate sone
harnoni ca -- or cynbals on your
knees?
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Lazer shoots Edward a | ook over his shades.

CHONG
Enough you guys. Let’s go.

LAZER
Wait a mnute, where’'s the pooch?

The guys rubberneck, no sign of Wnston. Edward shrugs.

CHONG
Well go find him Eddie!

Edward lets out a long SIGH skul ks off.

DEEP | N THE WAREHOUSE

W nston stands on his back |egs, straining for sonething
hi gh up on a shelf. Edward appears.

SLENDER EDWARD
There you are. Wnston, your
cooperation would be greatly
appreci ated, we have to | eave.

The distracted dog doesn’t respond. Edward slinks over. High
up on the shelf is a large pair of nodel teeth, the kind
dentists display in their office.

SLENDER EDWARD
You want these?

Wnston wags his tail. Edward hands himthe teeth, he cl anps
themin his jaws |ike a bone. Edward | eaves with W nston.

WAREHOUSE
W nston and Edward rejoin Chong and Lazer.

CHONG
What took you?

Bef ore Edward can reply, a |loud clonping of boots fills the
air. The guys FREEZE. Edward fires a concerned | ook to
Chong. Chong fires a concerned | ook to Lazer. The footsteps
are getting cl oser.

Reg stops and surveys the area with a steely countenance. He
approaches the end of the aisle and peeks around the corner.
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Al'l clear. Reg chances a glance in the opposite direction,
still nothing. Reg rel axes. Suddenly, out of nowhere, the
cart WH ZZES by, with Chong, Edward, Lazer and W nston

hol ding on tight.

LAZER
Lat er dude!

Reg reels backwards. He | ooks to the cart, and | ocks eyes
wth Edward in his face-mask and Wnston grinning back with
a nout hful of over-sized teeth. He shakes his head in a
qui ck bl ur.

The cart races off, Reg pants after it. Up ahead, Booksie
and Ben notice the approaching chaos. They exchange
i ncr edul ous | ooks.

Lazer propels the cart onward, skater style, it hurtles
t owar ds Ben and Booksi e.

LAZER
Sonebody order a taxi?!

Ben and Booksie steel thenselves. The cart races by and they

junmp on. It barrels down the aisle and bursts through the
exit. WHEEZI NG Reg breaks off his pursuit.

EXT. DENTAL SUPPLY WAREHOUSE - MOMENTS LATER

The guys hurry their supplies into Lazer’s van.

BEN
That’ s everything, start her up.

Lazer fires up the ignition. The guys swap relieved smles.

Qut of nowhere, a golf cart zips out in front, blocking them
in. Reginald Devereaux always gets his man

I NT. LAZER S VAN

Lazer bangs the steering wheel in frustration, throws
hi nsel f back into his seat. The guys watch Reg approach.

REG
Ever ybody out!
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EXT. LAZER S VAN
The guys line up. Reg inspects themup and down.

REG
Today’'s life |l esson kids...Reginald
Dever eraux always get’s his nman.

Reg points to slender Edward.

REG
You there, spindles...open her up.

Edward slunps to the rear of the van. He opens up the
vehi cl e. Ben and the rest gather around.

REG
Vell, well. What do we have here?

Reg steps forward, prods at the al gi nate sacks.

CHONG
We pay for everything!

REG
Sure you did. | ain't buyin it
buckos. .. not even on doubl e coupon
day.

Reg leans in and tears open the sack of al ginate. The white
powder gl eans back at him

REG
Vell, 1’'ll be dammed. They’' Il nake
nme sarge for this.

BEN
That’'s not what it |ooks |like --

REG
Stealin’ to fund your habits no
doubt? It all makes sense now.

BOOKSI E
What can we say Reggi e boy? You
caught us fair and square. Wat you
got right there is prinme Peruvian
mar chi ng powder -- Col onbi an fl ake,
fresh off the boat.

REG
| knew it!

The guys shoot desperate | ooks to Booksie.
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BOOKSI E
Only one way to be sure though.
REG
Don't tell me howit works! | watch

the crinme stories!

Reg licks a finger and dips it into the alginate. He runs it
over his guns. Unsure, he sanpl es another nouthful.

Reg licks his lips -- something is wong -- the powder,
conmbined with his saliva is causing the alginate to set. Reg
attenpts to pry his nouth open, his hand gets stuck.

The friends can’t | ook away. Reg, now bug-eyed, uses his
other hand to pry his fingers fromhis nouth, it gets stuck
in the setting alginate too! Booksie pats his head.

BOOKSI E
Hush [ittle one. Amw they' re cute
when they' re still small

Reg yanks his hand. Al ginate goop drips fromhis nose.

BOCOKSI E
Let’s get out of here. It’s been a
bl ast Reggi e, but we gotta bail

Booksi e notions to the boys. Lazer and Chong push the golf
cart out of the way. Everyone piles in the van and they
screech off, leaving Reg struggling in the rear-view.

| NT. HOLBROOK HOUSE - GARAGE - N GHT

Ben and the gang make the finishing touches transform ng
Booksi e’s garage into a rudi nentary wor kshop.

BEN
lt’s no lab, but it’'ll have to do.

BOOKSI E
What we’'re about to do here has
never been attenpted before in the
hi story of ever. If there’ s anybody
who isn't up to the task, they
shoul d speak up now.

The friends remain silent. Ben snmles proudly. He digs into
the bag of alginate and takes a powdery handful.
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BEN
This is it, the stuff that’s gonna
make it all possible.

Ben drops the powder into a bow of water, gives it a stir.
Booksi e takes the bow from Ben and studies the pink paste.

BOOKSI E
Looks |i ke clown diarrhea. Ckay
nmodern dentistry, let’s do this, we
ride at dawn.

LAZER
Just one nore thing!

Lazer reaches out and clicks on a nearby cassette recorder.
Sweet velvet rock from his bel oved SWORD OF DAMOCLES bounces
off the walls.

MONTAGE

- Ben shows Booksie how it all works. He plunges her hand
into the al ginate paste and reveals the end product - a
perfect replica of her hand.

- Booksie's face is conpletely snothered in al ginate, she
has straws up her nose to help her breathe. Ben hands her a
life-cast of her own face. She is amazed.

- Chong pulls spaceship after spaceship fromthe nolds. He
hands them over to Lazer for painting.

- Edward, with matchsticks hol ding his eyes open, installs
el ectronics. Engines and cockpits glow with colored Iights.

- Wnston is busy running errands, taking bags of chips and
soda over to the guys.

- Ben nods off briefly, Booksie shakes hi mawake and crans a
donut into his nouth

- The counters are now brimnmng with a pl ethora of
incredi bl e creations; space stations, fighters, creatures.

- Booksie |labels the growi ng collection and packs them away
i n boxes. She squints at the norning sun peeping through the
smal | garage w ndow.
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BACK TO SCENE - MORNI NG
The guys stretch. They admire the fruits of their |abors.

BOOKSI E
Holy sore girl parts...|’ m beat.

Booksi e | ooks to the guys.

BOOKSI E
Now who' s ready for a kick-ass road
trip? Destination amazi ng!

The guys grab up the boxes and head for the door.

BOOKSI E
Wait, we can’t forget this. Eddie,
give me a hand.

Booksi e and Edward wal k over to the statue of Boggs. Each
grabbing an end, they pick it up.

I NT. LAZER' S VAN - MORNI NG
Lazer turns the key, the van sputters into life.

BOOKSI E
We drop off the statue before first
period and be on our way. Just
pi cture Boggs' face when he sees
it.

LAZER
One other thing, we gotta pick up
my girl too, I promsed her |'d
bring her al ong.

BEN
We can’t hang around, Lazer, we're
cuttin’ it real fine here.

Lazer nods, adjusts his mrror. The van screeches off.

| NT. EAST CLAYTON HI GH SCHOCL - PRI NCI PAL’S OFFI CE - MORNI NG

Boggs opens his office door. He spies Helton Cane’s ad on
the fl oor which Booksie tossed away earlier. He kneels and
picks it up. Hagula's bony | egs appear before him
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HAGULA
| just got off the phone with the
district office, they got the
fire-chief’s report. They know t he
fire was started deliberately,
Emery. They want answers.

Boggs eyes Hagula's winkled stockings for a beat then
stands. He unravels the ad and cocks an eyebrow.

BOGGS
Then we’'ll just have to give them
sonme. The m nute Waldorf and his
goons turn up | want themin this
office. I have an appointnment with
t he superintendent in ten m nutes
and | intend to give hima show
"Il step up patrols here, you set
up an anbush at the art departnent,
they may show up there. This stirs
t he bl ood doesn’t it, Mss
Hagstrom ..just |ike Hanni bal at
Tr asi mene!

Hagul a nods, shoots Boggs a lusty smle.

EXT. EAST CLAYTON HI GH SCHOOL - PARKI NG LOT - MORNI NG
The guys pile out of the van. Lazer kneels, ties his shoe.

LAZER
G ve ne ten m nutes.

Lazer darts off towards the school entrance. W nston barks.
Ben reassures him

BEN
Don’t worry boy, you have to stay
and guard the van. It’s the nost
i nportant job of all.

Wnston pants proudly. The friends ready thensel ves.

| NT. EAST CLAYTON Hl GH SCHOOL - HALLWAY - MORNI NG

Peering through the cl assroom w ndow, Lazer beckons wildly.
Juani ta appears nonents |ater, pecks himon the cheek.

LAZER
Got everythin ?

Juanita nods in excitenent. They turn to | eave.
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TEACHER (O. S.)
Just one nonent!

Lazer and Juanita spin on their heels. Juanita s TEACHER
| eers back at them

TEACHER
And where do you think you're
goi ng?

Lazer cups Juanita’s pregnant paunch.

LAZER
She’s not feelin well, I'"mtakin
her to the docs.

TEACHER
In that case, you |l need a

rel ease. Cone with ne.
Lazer takes Juanita by the arm

LAZER
W don’t have tine for this.

JUANI TA
wn't take long. W sign, we
go...pl ease Lazer.

Lazer caves. They follow the teacher down the hall

EXT. PRINCI PAL'S OFFI CE - MORNI NG

Roundi ng the corner, Lazer and Juanita bunmp into Boggs. H's
face lights up

BOGGS
[’Il take it from here.

The teacher nods and | eaves. Boggs corrals Lazer and Juanita
and leads theminto his office. He | ocks the door.

BOGGS
Take a seat...mster? | don't think
|’ ve had the pl easure.

LAZER
It’s Lazer, just Lazer.

Lazer | ooks at Boggs, then notices the superintendent. Boggs
gest ures.
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BOGGS
Superintendent, | give you one of
t he co-conspirators in our recent
m sfortunes. If instinct serves ne
well, | suspect the others will be
al ong shortly.

SUPERI NTENDENT
| must comrend you on your
diligence, Enery. The district is
keen to draw a |ine under this
whol e epi sode.

EXT. EAST CLAYTON H GH SCHOOL - MORNI NG

The guys hel p Booksi e and Edward haul the statue of Boggs up
the steps. Inside, Uncle Cheng can be seen sweeping up. He
rushes out to greet them

UNCLE CHENG
Lazer stuck in office w th Boggs!
From sound of things, not goin too
wel | .

BOOKSI E
Ben, take Chong and see what you
can do...Eddie and I will finish up

here.

BEN
| think it’s tine we execute order
three eleven and call in the

cavalry. Who's got a quarter?

UNCLE CHENG
Cettin’ serious guys!
Superi nt endent invol ved, Hagul a
circlin like vulture, trust no one!

EXT. PRI NCI PAL’ S OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

Ben presses his ear to the door. Raised voices can be heard.

| NT. PRINCI PAL’S OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS
The superintendent inplores Lazer.

SUPERI NTENDENT
M. Lazer, | ask you again. Assist
us with our inquiries and I’'ll nake

( MORE)
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SUPERI NTENDENT (cont’ d)
sure this whol e busi ness unfol ds
nmore snoothly for you

BOGGS
Eye w tnesses confirmyour vehicle
was spotted on school grounds on
the night of the fire. What do you
have to say for yourself?

LAZER
Listen to what you' re sayin’ nan.
Wiy woul d we burn down our own
cl ubhouse?

BOGGS
El enentary really. You wanted to
drum up nore synpathy for
yoursel ves whilst alienating ne in
t he process.

Lazer S| GHS.

BOGGS
W’ ve given you anple opportunity
to confess your sins. You | eave ne
little choice but to suspend you
for the rest of the school year.

LAZER
Dude, no! | got responsibilities
now | need that diplom nman!
BOGGS

Then tell nme what | want to hear. ..

| NT. EAST CLAYTON H GH SCHOOL - NORTH W NG - MORNI NG
Booksi e and Edward creep onward.

SLENDER EDWARD
Do we have to carry this thing nuch
further? It's playing havoc with ny
tranverse processes.

Booksie | owers the statue of Boggs to the floor, Edward does
the same. She | ooks to Edward for a beat, then sonething up
ahead catches her eye; she sees a fam liar face through the
cl assroom wi ndow.

Hagula is slunped at a desk in the enpty art class, clearly
fast asl eep, she SNORES | oudly. Booksie sniles to herself.
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BOOKSI E
The old hag fell asleep at her
post! Eddie, | got a better idea,
you thinkin what |’mthinkin ?

SLENDER EDWARD
In all honesty, M ss Shooster,
probably not.

EXT. PRINCI PAL’ S OFFI CE - CONTI NUQUS
Ben strains at the door. Chong | ooks on.

CHONG
VWl Benjam n?! What goin’ on?

BEN
They're tryin’ to pin everything on
me but Lazer ain’'t talkin . Boggs
is makin’ damm sure he ain’t gonna
graduat e t hough.

| NT. PRI NClI PAL’ S OFFI CE - CONTI NUQUS
Al'l eyes on Lazer.

SUPERI NTENDENT
" m gi ving you one | ast chance.

Lazer gl ances at Boggs, his eyes seer into him

BOGGS
Answer him

Hal f a beat. Suddenly, the office door bursts open. Boggs
and the superintendent pivot. Uncle Cheng kneels at the |ock
with his keys. Ben and Chong stand firmin the doorway.

BEN
Back of f Boggs, |eave him al one.

Juanita and Lazer stand. They hurry over to their friends.
Chong eyes her pregnant belly.

CHONG
Lazer out to be a dad! Look Ben!

Ben and Chong hug Juanita. A nonment of warnth anong the
hostilities.



95.

BOGGS
| must commend you on the loyalty
of your friends, Waldorf. Even in
the face of such adversity, they
never | eave your side.

CHONG
We don’t need this Ben, let’s get
out of here.

Boggs is oddly cal m

BOGGS
| wonder if your little band of
delinquents wll feel so snmug when

| sign the paperwork ordering al
of their expul sions? Truancy?
Recal ci trance? Destruction of
private property?

Ben steps forward. He eyes his tornentor.

BEN
| know what happened Boggs -
bet ween you and ny dad, he told ne
everything. There’'s no need to
puni sh them take it out on nme if
you have to.

Boggs smirks, gathers up the paperwork.

CHONG
Wait, can’'t do that! Eddie up for
schol arshi p, Lazer need that
di pl oma!

BOGGS
Then you shoul d have t hought of
t hat before you crossed Enery
Boggs. Punks |ike you are why I’
never retire.

Boggs sneers.

BOGGS
| wouldn’t worry about your future
Wal dorf, because you don’t have
one. Just |ike that useless father
of yours.

Chong cocks back his fist and rushes at Boggs, it takes al
of Ben's strength to hold himback.
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BEN
Chong no! That’'s exactly what he
want s.

Chong conposes hinsel f. Boggs | ooks to the superintendent,
who i s genuinely shocked at the unfol ding events.

BOGGS
You see Superintendent? The hurdl es
| find nmyself up against?

Boggs readies his pen - the friends grit their teeth.
Suddenly, a famliar voice parts the air.

VOCE (O S.)
W won’t be expelling anybody here
t oday. . .

Heads swi ng, the wel come sight of Principal Vickers stands
in the doorway. Ben's face lights up.

PRI NCl PAL VI CKERS
Thi s has gone far enough.

BEN
It’s great to see you, sir!

PRI NCl PAL VI CKERS
| got here as soon as | could, Ben.

Boggs puts down his pen, he |leers at Vickers.

BOGGS
Must | remind you that | run things
around here now?

SUPERI NTENDENT
W' re dealing with a very sensitive
situation here, M. Vickers.
suggest you cone back at a nore
convenient tine.

PRI NCI PAL VI CKERS
|’m perfectly aware of that, sir. |
have sone information which may
shed new |ight on your
i nvesti gati on.

Principal Vickers gestures to the door.

PRI NCl PAL VI CKERS
M ss Dukes, please cone in.
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The dejected frane of Crystal Dukes appears in the doorway.
Boggs’ face drains of color.

PRI NCl PAL VI CKERS
|’mafraid Mss Dukes here coul dn’t
keep her secrets to herself. She
boasted of her recent exploits to
several of the cheerl eaders over at
King' s, clainms Boggs put themup to
t he whol e t hing.

CRYSTAL
Dunno what you’'re tal kin about. |
was baysittin that night.

BOGGS
The idle gossip of an air-headed
strunmpet? You really nust do better
Vi ckers.

SUPERI NTENDENT
|’mafraid Enery is right, M.
Vi ckers. W' re gonna need nore than
t hat .

Juanita | ooks over to Crystal, sonething sparks a
recollection in her. She digs around in her purse and pulls
out the Polaroid taken earlier when she and Lazer were
frolicking in the van

JUANI TA
It her! It her!

Lazer takes the picture fromJuanita. It clearly shows
Crystal and Tony siphoning gas from Lazer’s van with a
[ iquor bottle on the night of the fire.

Vi ckers gestures for the photo, Lazer hands it over.

PRI NCI PAL VI CKERS
Babysitting, huh? | think this
picture paints a different story.
Next tinme you siphon gas nadam |
suggest you do it froma vehicle
that isn't getting lived in at the
tinme.

Boggs’ eyes burn into Crystal Dukes.

BOGGS
You f ool !
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UNCLE CHENG
Count nme in as witness too! | heard
all your schenes!

CHONG
You screwed Boggs. .. screwed!

PRI NCI PAL VI CKERS
" msure the police will be very
interested to see if that rather
uni que | ooki ng gas can nat ches the
one found at the scene.

Boggs flops back into his chair.

PRI NCI PAL VI CKERS
| also took the |iberty of sw nging
by the district office on ny way
over here and pulling your file.
Seens |i ke sonebody had their
teaching certification revoked
t hree years ago.

Principal Vickers tosses the file onto the desk, the
superi ntendent snatches it up and |leafs through it.

PRI NCl PAL VI CKERS
He shoul dn’t be anywhere near a
cl assroom

SUPERI NTENDENT
Emery Boggs, in light of the
evi dence presented here today, |
see no alternative but to suspend
you forthwith. In the neantine, |
amreinstalling M. Vickers as
interimprincipal at East C ayton
Hi gh.

Boggs’ face puckers. Principal Vickers stands.

PRI NCI PAL VI CKERS
|’ msure you' Il also want to speak
with Mss Hagstrom Dereliction of
duty, gross msconduct. Quite the
rap sheet.

Vickers turns to Ben with his characteristic warmsm| e.

PRI NCl PAL VI CKERS
M. Waldorf, | believe you have
somewhere to be? I'lIl take it from
here.
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Ben BEAMS, Chong punches the air.

BEN
Great to have you back, sir!

EXT. EAST CLAYTON H GH SCHOOL - MORNI NG

Ben, Chong, Lazer and Juanita file fromthe school. Up
ahead, Booksie and Edward finish putting the statue of Boggs
in place outside the nain entrance.

BEN
You just mssed the show of the
century, it all cane down on Boggs!

CHONG
Real talk! Don't think we’'ll be
hearing fromhimin awhile.

High fives all around. Brutus approaches.

BRUTUS
VWhat we cel ebratin’?
BOOKSI E
The begi nning of a new era around

her e.
Brutus notices the statue. He inspects it up close.

BRUTUS
That’ s one funky | ookin” dude. You
really nailed the eyes though, seem
al nost real, kinda creepy.

Pani cked MUMBLI NG can be heard fromw thin the fiber glass
shell. Ben | ooks to Booksi e, then exani nes the statue.

BEN
Booksi e, what did you do?

Ben peers into the grille of the arnored helnmet. The
unm st akeabl e beady eyes of Hagula flash back at him

BOOKSI E
W had a slight change of plan,
didn’t we Eddie?

BEN
We can’t just |eave her in there.
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BOOKSI E
We’ Il bust her out in a day or two,
so she can face the nusic.

The friends | augh. More MUMBLES conme fromw thin the statue.
Chong | ooks to his wristwatch.

CHONG
W joke about this sone other tine
you guys. Right now better hurry,
we runnin’ out of tine!

EXT. EAST CLAYTON H GH SCHOOL - PARKI NG LOT - CONTI NUQUS

The guys hustle to the van. Lazer is the first to notice -
all of his tires have been et down.

LAZER
That’s just great man! Just great!

CHONG
Damm Car bone! How they like it if I
run over their football?

SLENDER EDWARD
You don’t have a license, Chong.

CHONG
Don’t have car either

Brutus pads over to his notorcycle, he kicks at the flat
tires of his notorcycle.

BRUTUS
|”ve had about as nuch as | can
take fromthose guys.

A COP CAR pulls into the grounds. Ben scans it.

BEN
| have a feeling Carbone won't be
bot hering us for nuch | onger.

Brutus | ooks to the dol eful faces around him then to
Booksi e.

BOOKSI E
W had to be somewhere, |ike
yesterday. It was kind of our |ast
chance.

Hal f a beat passes. A spark flashes in Brutus' eyes.
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BRUTUS
Grab your stuff and cone with ne, |
got an idea.

Ben stirs, Chong restrains him

CHONG
Ben, what you doing? It Brutus nan

BEN
Take a | ook around Chong, we don’t
have many options |eft.

Chong silently agrees. The friends nove away.

EXT. SOQUTH EAST PARKI NG LOT - CONTI NUOUS

Brutus | eads the guys over to the Caynore’s TEAM BUS. He
feel s around under the wheel arch and pulls out a key.

BRUTUS
Get in.

| NT. TEAM BUS - MORNI NG

The friends find their seats and get confortable. The cop
car seen arriving earlier now |l eaves the school. Boggs, Tony
Carbone and Crystal Dukes sweat it off in the backseat. WId
CHEERS br eak out.

Pockets of students in the parking lot, arriving to class,
al so notice Boggs’ plight and burst into cel ebrations.

CHONG
Don’t forget to wite Bogg breath!

SLENDER EDWARD
It is highly unlikely he would
forget such a basic skill, Chong.

Chong | ooks to Edward, deadpanni ng back at him

CHONG
freakin’ love you Eddie, | ever
[

I
te you t hat ?!
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| NT. / EXT. TEAM BUS - TRAVELI NG - DAY

The team bus buzzes down the hi ghway. Booksie |eans fromthe
wi ndow, the wi nd whips at her hair.

| NT. CLAYTON POLI CE STATI ON - EVEN NG

Boggs’ fingerprints are taken, his nugshot is snapped. The
DESK SERGEANT gl owers back at him nptions to a payphone.

DESK SERGEANT
One call, and nmake it snappy.

A wy smle grows across Boggs' face, he pulls out the ad
from his pocket and scans Helton Cane’s nunber.

EXT. THE HI LLS - HELTON CANE' S RANCH - EVEN NG

Ben takes a breath, |ooks to the sprawling ranch before him
it’s the only abode for mles. He rings the bell.

No answer. Brutus steps forward and thunps on the door wth
a closed fist. Stirring can be heard within, the door opens.

A well put together woman in her thirties peers back at
them Helton Cane’ s personal assistant, M SS HENDRI CKS, eyes
the notley crew before her.

M SS HENDRI CKS
(British accent)
May | hel p you?

Ben clears his throat.

BEN
We're here to see Helton, | nean
M. Cane.

M SS HENDRI CKS
And do you have an appoi nt ment ?

BEN
It’s about the ad, for the novie,
we have sone things for him

Ben gestures to his friends, they hold out the boxes and
smle back awkwardly. M ss Hendricks frowns.

M SS HENDRI CKS
|’mafraid the deadline for
subm ssi ons has passed. Now if
you' || excuse ne..
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M ss Hendricks cl oses the door. Wnston barKks.

BEN
Pl ease mam we’ve cone a | ong way.
We just ask you take a quick | ook.

A hot second passes, the door opens. M ss Hendricks | ooks
into Ben’s honest face.

M SS HENDRI CKS
G ve ne your sanple and wait here.

Lazer hands over a box, the door closes. Ben and Chong
gl ance at each ot her nervously.

LAZER
Ten bucks she’s callin’ the cops.

A brief nonent passes. The door reopens.

M SS HENDRI CKS
This is nost irregular. Follow ne,
the dog will have to stay here.

Bef ore M ss Hendricks can object, Wnston and the gang
bundl e past her. She si ghs.
| NT. HELTON CANE' S RANCH - HALLWAY - EVEN NG
Ben paces. He eyes the franmed novie posters on the wall.
BOOKSI E
WIIl you chill please? W nmade it
t hrough and del i vered t he bonb,
everyt hing s gonna be fine.
Booksi e hel ps Juanita into a chair.
BOOKSI E
|’ mso excited for you Juanita, you
nmust be very excited.
Juanita nods shyly. Lazer checks his pockets.

LAZER
| nearly forgot!

Lazer pulls out sonme tootsie rolls and hands them out.

LAZER
Coul dn’t afford cigars.

M ss Hendricks appears.
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M SS HENDRI CKS
M. Cane will see you now.

I NT. HELTON CANE' S OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

The gang stand before HELTON CANE, a thickset, bearded man
in his md 50°s. He eats supper at his desk. Ben ogles the
pl ush wood panel ed room as the growi ng silence | oons.

Hel ton finishes his nmeal and puts the plate down for
W nston, who trots over and |l aps at the gravy. Helton scans
t he box before him Still he doesn't talk.

Pul ling out several nodel spacecraft, Helton inspects them
one by one. H's face gives nothing away. The group wait for
a sign - anything - Ben can’'t bear it any |onger.

BEN
There’s a switch on that
freighter...under the fuel tank.

Helton fires up the electronics, the nodel comes to life in
his hand. He adjusts the folding wings, shakes his head.

HELTON CANE
Amazi ng. . .

The friends | et out an audi ble GASP of relief. Booksie
beans. Even Brutus’ heart skipped a beat.

HELTON CANE
| won't lie to you. These are head
and shoul ders above anything |’ ve
seen so far.

Cane swvels in his seat and points to a |large poster on the
wal I behind him The colorful letters spell out: "SPACE
WARP! " Ben admires the artwork.

HELTON CANE
What |’ m wor ki ng on here has never
been attenpted before, at |east not
on the scale | intend.

Hel ton faces forward. He | ooks to the faces beam ng back at
him clinging on to his every word.

HELTON CANE
Based on what |’ ve seen here today,
| would be very interested in
pursuing a creative partnership. |
not only need mni atures you

( MORE)
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HELTON CANE (cont’ d)
under stand, but a w de variety of
practical props as well.

The group listen closely.

HELTON CANE
|"malso trialling a new system |
call it green screen, it will allow

for far nore el aborate scene
conposi tion. You guys think you can
wrap your heads around that?

Ben | ooks to Edward, who nods back enthusi astically.

BEN
Absol utely, sir!

M ss Hendricks enters. She wal ks over to Cane and whi spers
lowinto his ear. Helton’s face clouds up. He turns to Ben.

HELTON CANE
How ol d are you, kid?

Puzzl ed, Ben | ooks to Booksie, then back at Cane.

BEN
Si xteen sir...why?

Hel ton sighs, starts packing up the nodels on his desk.
Sl ender Edward | ooks to Lazer, who | ooks to Chong.

BEN
Sir?

HELTON CANE
We just received a troubling phone
call, from soneone concerned we

were exploiting children over here.

CHONG
Boggs!

HELTON CANE
Do you realize how many child | abor
laws |’ d be breaking by enpl oyi ng
you guys? Quite a few I’ d i nmagi ne.

The gravity of the situation sinks in. Ben is distraught.

HELTON CANE
I’msorry, but ny hands are tied.

Cane | ooks at the box of npdels.
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HELTON CANE
Damm shane. Wen you guys get a
little older, give ne a call, okay?

Ben can’'t believe what he’s hearing. Helton Cane hands the
box of nodels over, the gang slunp slowly fromthe room

| NT. HELTON CANE' S RANCH - HALLWAY - CONTI NUOUS
Chong beats his head agai nst the door-frane.

BRUTUS
Man, that was rough

Booksie, on the verge of tears, |ooks over to her guys. Ben
is catatonic, Chong is self-inducing a brain injury and
Edward rocks hinself back and forth on the floor.

Booksi e gl ances over to Lazer. Juanita is prodding himin
the ribs and badgering himin Spanish. Lazer scow s back.
Juanita babbl es sone nore unintelligible wrds. Confused,
Brutus | ooks to Booksi e.

BRUTUS
VWhat's that all about?

Booksie strains to |isten.

BOOKSI E
Sonet hi ng about - being too old - |
can’'t quite nake it out.

Booksi e and Brutus head over. Juanita slugs Lazer again.

BOOKSI E
GQuys, guys...take it easy. Juanita,
| know this is a lot to take in,
but you can’t go upsetting yourself
like this. Not in your condition.

JUANI TA
Tell her, Eugene, you tell her now

Ben, Chong and Edward | ook over.

CHONG
Eugene? You cal | ed Eugene?!

BOOKSI E
Yeah "Eugene", you better speak up.
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LAZER
kay, okay! Look, | bin kinda held
back this last year...l never claim
to be the main brain round here, ya

know?
Ben, Chong and Edward stand, they slunp over.

BEN
What are you sayin’ Lazer? You're
not really seventeen?

LAZER
Look, can we just go now?

CHONG
You not getting it, Lazer!

LAZER
| totally get it, man! You guys
just won't let it go. It’'s bad
enough we | ost our big chance, now
you gotta enbarrass ne too?

Booksi e puts her arm around Lazer.

BOOKSI E
You' re ei ghteen dude. ..

Ben | eans in.

BEN
A d enough to sign a | egal
contract. ..

Lazer’s lightbulb comes on. The group nob him

I NT. HELTON CANE' S OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

Helton’s office door swi ngs open. The gang stand in the
doorway |ike western outlaws. Helton Cane gl ances up.

HELTON CANE
For get sonet hi ng?

Wth no words, the gang push Lazer back into the office. He
digs around for his driving license and puts it on Cane’s
desk. Helton puts on his spectacles and studies the |.D

HELTON CANE
Well, this changes everything.
Ready to nmake sone history?
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Doubl e high-fives and fist bunps all around.

EXT. HELTON CANE' S RANCH - DRI VEWAY - EVEN NG
Ben hol ds up a check, the gang gather round.

BEN
|’ ve never seen SO nany zeros.

Chong gestures for the check, Ben hands it over. Chong
stares at it in rapture.

BOCOKSI E
W're still splittin’ everything
strai ght down the mddle, right?
Seventy/thirty?

CHONG
Yeah right, ha ha! You good
Booksi e!

BEN

Now t he real work begins. W gotta
rent sone space...get situated.

Brutus pats Ben on the back. He turns to face the big guy.

BEN
Thanks for everything man, | nean
it.

They exchange a cool handshake. Booksi e and Ben pause as the
others drift on ahead. Booksie snmiles, adjusts Ben's collar.

BOOKSI E
You know, it just occurred to ne.
|’ ve never known a Benjam n before.
Plenty of Steves, a John here and
t here, but never a Benjam n.

BEN
You’' ve been a cast iron friend,
Booksi e.

BOOKSI E

Stick around | ong enough and 1’1
make you believe you can do
anythin’.

Ben rolls his eyes at the cheese. He could dip his nachos in
t hat one.
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BOOKSI E
| " m gonna m ss you Ben. Damm these
enoti onal highs.

Ben and Booksi e share a nonent. The guys gather round.
Booksi e consunes themin the nother of all hugs.

EXT. LOS ANCGELES - GRAND AVENUE - EVEN NG
SUPER: "THE GLORI QUS EVENI NG - TWO YEARS LATER®

Close up on a pair of scuffed shoes treading the sidewal k.
They attenpt a quick polish on the back of tuxedo pants.
Anot her pair of shoes appears, then three, then four.

Joining them a pair of black converse high tops and a set
of dog paws. Booksie raises the rimof her black trilby.

BOOKSI E
Bin awhil e.

| ce cool, Ben nods.

BOCOKSI E
You grew out your hair...

Booksi e pinches Ben’ s cheek.

BOCOKSI E
And attenpted a beard.

Ben | ooks to Booksie's flow ng curls.

BEN
So did you...not the beard | nean.

Ben flusters. The guys drop their pretense and crash into
each others arms. Wnston nobs Ben with mad |icks. Ben | ooks
Booksi e up and down in her little black dress.

BOOKSI E
What’'s wrong?

BEN
Not hi ng. Just not used to seeing
you in a dress, that’s all

Booksi e scans the boys in their tuxes, all pastel ruffles
and bow ti es.
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BOOKSI E
Don't get used to it, Benjy.

W nston BARKS, drawi ng attention to his own bow tie.

BEN
You | ook great too, W nston.

W nston pants, Chong beans.

CHONG
Getting one to fit Eddie, not so
easy!

Sl ender Edward pulls out his over-famliarity card. Booksie
smles, she’s mssed these guys. Firing a glance across the
street, Booksie eyes a novie theater; a long |line stretches
around the bl ock.

BOOKSI E
| can't believe it’s still in
t heaters.
LAZER
It's breakin’ records all over the
country.
BOOKSI E

VWi ch country?

CHONG
Pi ck one! Toy-line and com c books
comn’ soon!

Booksi e gl ances into a store w ndow, several TVs beam
various clips of Helton Cane doing publicity interviews on
popul ar tal k shows. An action packed trailer for SPACE WARP!
shows on anot her.

BOOKSI E
Can you believe this? What a story!
| smell a New York Tines
bestsel | i ng beach read.

Booksie turns to the guys.

BOOKSI E
What you gonna do now?

BEN
The offers keep flooding in. We're
still weighing all our options. You

know, we’re gonna need a nmnager. .
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Booksi e | ooks to Ben, he's dead seri ous.

BOCOKSI E
That rem nds ne...what ever happened
t o Boggs?

CHONG
Last we heard, been sent away --
indefinitely.

LAZER
Wherever it is they dunmp toxic
wast e.

BOOKSI E

He’s a man of great convictions
alright. Mstly felonies and cl ass
A m sdeneanors. Bet he’'s rockin’
that orange junpsuit.

CHONG
Even nore good news! Ben rented dad
new condo, he got part-time job,
doin’ great now

Booksi e delights at the news. She shoots a |ong gl ance down
the street, an inposing building |oons up ahead - it’s
obvi ous sonmething on a very grand scale is taking place.

Crowds gat her outside, linobs pull up and people dressed to
the nines spill out.

BOOKSI E
You guys ready? Let’s do this.

EXT. GRAND AVENUE - ALHAMBRA THEATER - EVEN NG

Ben and the gang jostle towards the theater entrance through
t he shi mmering gowmns and tuxedos. Flash bul bs POP fromthe
gat hered press. People notice Wnston in his bowtie and
poi nt and smle.

BOOKSI E
Look at this place! That dane is
wearing half of South Africa’s
m neral deposits around her neck.

Still rubbernecking, the friends bunp into a burly DOORVAN
bl ocki ng their path. They crane upwards at the sour face
staring down at them Ben steadies hinself on a velvet rope
and funbl es through his tuxedo pockets.
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BEN
Chong, tell me you have the
tickets?

Chong pats hinmself down, shakes his head.

CHONG
Thought Lazer had them

LAZER
Don't | ook at ne, dudel!

The doorman grows inpatient.

DOORMAN
Ckay kids, you’ ve had your fun.
Promi s down the street - and take
the nmutt with you

BEN
But . ..

DOORMAN
You heard ne junior, beat it!

The doorman puts a neaty hand on Ben’ s shoul der and pushes
hi m away. W nston barks.

CHONG
Hey! Don’t touch hini

Ben and the gang backpedal into the crowd. Jewelry CLANKS,
peopl e REACT. They retreat back to the curb.

SOMVE Tl ME LATER

Ful | on nope-node, the friends sit and sul k. The crowds have
gone, the avenue is enpty. Ben stands, dusts hinself off.

BEN
W haven’t cone all this way to
give up now. W’'re just gonna have
to find another way in.

CHONG
You crazy, Ben.

Booksi e perks up. She adjusts her dress.
BOOKSI E

Show ne a red-bl ooded nan that
knows what he wants! You heard him
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EXT. ALHAMBRA THEATER - ALLEYWAY - CONTI NUOUS

Shadows dance on the wall. Ben leads his friends to the rear
of the theater. He stops at a fire exit and runs his hands
over the door. Wthout warning, he shoulders it hard.

Ben rans it again, and again, |ooks painful. The sturdy door
holds firm Chong takes off his jacket, hands it to Edward.

CHONG
Never thought | say this, where
Brut us when you need hi n®

Chong joins Ben, they barge at the door together as the rest
wat ch on. Lazer | ooks to Booksie, he too joins in. Al three
shoul der the door. Wnston pants on eagerly.

The door is bow ng under the pressure. Booksie |ooks to
Edward. In an unspoken acknow edgnent they answer the cal
and join Ben and the guys.

BEN
Right, on three. One...two...three!

The door bursts open. The swell of MJSI C and APPLAUSE rushes
out into the night air. The gang | ook to the scene before
themw th slack jaws.

The majestic hall is a sea of red velvet and humanity.
Crystal chandeliers sparkle overhead. The nezzani ne bal cony
keeps a di zzying watch over a deep stage bel ow.

Hundreds of celebrities and noguls applaud as a grand
orchestra blasts its sweeping fanfare. Ben | ooks to his
friends, they nod to each other and step inside.

| NT. ALHAMBRA THEATER - CONTI NUQUS

Resenbling | ateconers at a mati nee, the gang excuse
t hensel ves as they tiptoe through the rows. Wnston nakes
hi s way between | egs.

BEN
Sorry...com ng though.

CHONG
Benj am n, what we do?!

BEN
| don’t know Find a seat...

Chong smles awkwardly at the faces staring back at him
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SLENDER EDWARD
There aren’t any seats Ben. This
isn't the school cafeteria. Any
nmore bright ideas?

Menbers of the audience are getting visibly frustrated at

t he di sruption. GRUMBLES fill the air. Booksie points. From
their elevated position at the back of the hall, they see

di stant figures on stage.

BOOKSI E
Look! It’'s Helton!

The guys squint over. SECURI TY GUARDS gather in the aisles.
Looking nore |ike secret service agents, they nmunble into
their sl eeves.

SLENDER EDWARD
We got trouble.

LAZER
Yeah dude, they | ook pretty pissed.

BEN
Split up, head for the stage. W
have to make it to Helton, it’s our
only chance.

The gang | ook to the approaching guards shuffling up the row
towards them they hurry away in the opposite direction.

The guards pursue the friends around the packed theater.
House lights go up, illumnating the fleeting figures.
Sections of the audi ence are now standing, straining to get
a better view of the action.

A guard closes in fast on Ben and makes a mad | unge, W nston
trips him Ben hurries on, Helton Cane can be seen onstage
tal king with the HOST, | aden down with gold statuettes.

Ben zones in on another guard heading towards himfromthe
other direction. He waves frantically at Helton.

The rest of the Special Defects Departnment are rounded up.
Security grabs themby their collars, even Wnston. They
| ead them fromthe hall.

Hel ton Cane notices the chaos and doubl e-takes down to Ben
as the guards haul himaway. BOOS and HECKLES fill the air.
Hel ton grabs the m crophone.
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HELTON CANE
Now wait just a mnute, those Kkids
are with ne...

The guards continue to drag the friends fromthe hall, the
boos are getting | ouder. More audi ence nmenbers get to their
feet. Tel evision canmeras swing over to cover the action.

Hel ton Cane hands his awards to the host and adjusts the
m cr ophone.

HELTON CANE
| said those kids are with ne!

The security guards stop, one by one the friends are
rel eased. Ben straightens his collar to ripples of applause.

HELTON CANE
Yes even the dog...get up here
W nst on.

Bursts of energized applause ring out as Wnston is

rel eased. He pads down the aisle in his little bowtie and
joins the others. They gather at the base of the stage.

Hel ton sm | es down.

HELTON CANE
Well, what are you waiting for?

| NT. ALHAMBRA THEATER - MAI N STAGE - CONTI NUQUS

The gang cl anber up on stage, the glitz and the gl anor al
around them The host addresses Ben.

HOST
Quite the entrance, young nan.

The host turns to Helton Cane.

HOST
You know t hese guys?

HELTON CANE
Know t hen?? These are ny kids.

The friends surround Helton and rubberneck as they try to
take it all in. A giant screen behind themerupts with clips
of Space Warp! Lazer leans into the mc.

LAZER
You're |ike the nicest people ever.
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The huge audi ence swells. Helton renoves the mic fromits
stand and noves anobngst Ben and his friends.

HELTON CANE
You know, back when this little
novie of mne was just a seed in a
smal |l corner of ny mnd, | was
faced with the difficult task of
how to make it all a reality. Not

really knowi ng what to do, | placed
an ad in the paper hoping for the
best. | must have interviewed over

t hree hundred peopl e.
Hel ton catches Ben's eye, puts a paternal arm around him

HELTON CANE
Little did I know then, that a
group of high school kids and their
pet dog would steal ny heart and
hel p propel Space Warp into the
phenonena it is today. Ladies and
gentl enen, | give you. .. Ben,
Booksi e, Walter, Edward, Lazer and
W nston. The Special Defects

Depart nent!
| nst ant appl ause. Caneras FLASH fromall four corners of the
cavernous hall. Helton Cane hands Ben the award.
HELTON CANE

| believe this is yours, young man.
W nner for best special effects in
a major notion picture...

Ben takes the award. The orchestra bursts into life, the
audi ence gets to their feet.
| NT. POP'S PLACE - CONTI NUOUS

Pops, glued to the tube, perches on the edge of his |azyboy.
He drags a sleeve across his tear strewn face.

POPS
| love you kid.
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| NT. ALHAMBRA THEATER - MAI N STAGE - CONTI NUQUS

Streaners drift down. The world slows to a crawl. Ben and
Booksi e ogle the magic, sandwiched in tight by the blurred
figures celebrating around them They turn to each ot her.

BEN
| m ght have a massive crush on
you.

BOOKSI E

| never woul d have guessed.

Booksi e takes Ben’s hand and they share a | ong gaze.
Suddenly, the world around themrestores to normal - nusic
and noi se flood back in. Edward turns to Booksi e.

SLENDER EDWARD
M ss Shooster, you asked ne once if
| was ever experiencing a good
tinme. | do believe |I’m having one
Now.

Ben and Booksie throw back their heads. Wth Helton | ooking
on proudly, the friends grab the golden statuette in Ben’s
hand and thrust it towards the sky in a triunphant act of
unity.

FADE QUT:
THE END



