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FADE | N

I NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

Decor is md-1970's: Shag carpet, faux wood paneling, and
colonial style furniture. Alarge famly portrait of smling
parents wth arns around a teenage son and daughter hangs
above the fireplace.

Evi dence of hoarding with stacks of newspapers and magazi nes
stacked along the walls. A lot of enpty Chef Boyardee and
Campbel | 's Pork and Bean cans strewn about the room

An OLD MAN (70) in a dirty bathrobe enters fromthe kitchen.
H's long white beard and, what remains of his hair, is
unkenpt .

He carries a bow of SpaghettiOs and a can of Budweiser to a
TV tray by the sofa, sets it down, and continues to a shelf
of VHS t apes.

He trails an index finger along the aged and faded VHS
boxes.

OLD MAN
Seen it. Seen it. Hated it. Seen
it...

H's arthritic knuckled finger stops on and taps a box with a
handwitten title: Al bert's Big Day.

OLD MAN
Hrmm . . haven't watched this in a
| ong whi | e.

He pulls the tape out and sidles over to a |arge console
television. Atop the TVis a first generation VHS player. He
inserts the tape, turns on the TV, and shuffles shuffles
over to the coach

The tape player whirs and the TV emts a WHOOSH of static.

TELEVI SI ON/ VHS

An i mage of a NEWSMAN 'on | ocation' appears. He stands
anmongst a crowd of onl ookers at a |arge cel ebrati on.

NEWSMVAN
Good afternoon everyone. |'m
reporting live fromdowntown at the
award cerenony for Al bert Mdison
The Mayor and Fire Chief are here
to recogni ze young M ster Madi son
for his heroic actions of June
10t h, 1975. Let's go to the tape,
St udi o.

The image stutters and the scene changes to the sanme Newsman
interviewng a Battalion FIRE CH EF whil e an apart nment



bui | di ng burns in the background.

NEWSVAN
Chief, what's the status of the
fire?

FI RE CHI EF

It's a total loss. The building is
evacuated and all we can do is hope
that the fire doesn't spread. We-

A screamfromthe top floor of the building pierces the
ni ght and both Newsman and Fire Chief turn to | ook.

FI RE CHI EF
Oh ny God. No.

Bef ore he can yell his next command, a young teenage boy
(ALBERT) sprints froma crowd of onlookers into the
bui | di ng.
OLD MAN (0S)
Dunmb shit Kid..

The scene is chaotic. Firenmen and Policenen run every which
way. Two firemen try to enter the building but are turned
around by the flanes.

NEVSVAN
You're seeing this live, folKks.
Cross your fingers and pray that-

Al bert, carrying a young child wapped in a blanket, runs
fromthe building's front door just as the roof coll apses.

OLD MAN (0S)
That's one | ucky turd.

Fi renen and Par amedi cs surround Al bert and chil d.

NEVSVAN
(to his cameraman)
Holy shit, did you get that? Oh,
sorry folks-

OLD MAN (0S)
Heh, heh, you kiss your nother with
t hat nout h?

The images cuts back to the award cerenony and our Newsman.

NEWSIVAN
That's right, only here on-

BACK TO THE OLD MAN



I NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

The O d Man uses the renote to fast forward past the
Newsman' s gl oati ng.

OLD MAN
Yeah, yeah, you ponpous prick.

| mmges speed by until he stops on a close up of the podi um

OLD MAN
Al right, here we go.

BACK TO
TELEVI SI ON/ VHS

PCDI UM

Al bert stands between the MAYOR and FIRE CHI EF. The crowd
cheers until the Mayor waves his arns and settles them down.

MAYOR
Wel conme one and all! W' re gathered
here today-

OLD MAN (0S)
For votes.

MAYOR

-to recogni ze Al bert Mdi son for
his bravery and sacrifice-

OLD MAN (0S)
Yeah, no.

The i mage fast forwards through the Mayor's speech and stops
on what appears to be a flash of light. The play resunes...

Next to Al bert stands a giant of a man dressed in a G eek
toga, gold adornnments, and an olive laurel on his head. Yes,
a God-1like imge of someone from A ynpus.

GREEK GOD
Mast er Madi son, saviour of youth
and nodel citizen of man, the CGods
of A ynmpus w sh to bestow upon you
a power of your choice.

ALBERT
No way, really? Um anything?

OLD MAN (0S)
(mmcs Albert)
"No way, really? Surprised you
didn't say 'Gee WIIlickers!' you
little creep.



GREEK GOD
Yes, a super power of your
liking...strength? The ability to
fly? Speed, perhaps? What is it
that you could best weld in tines

of peril?
Al bert thinks and ponders, but quickly nakes a deci sion.
ALBERT
Time! I'd like to have the ability
to stop tine. | could stop bullets,

or trains, or anything to get
peopl e out of harnms way!

The God | ooks skyward, strokes his chin, and thinks.

GREEK GCOD
Hrm . . yes, tine.

The God places a very large hand atop Al bert's head and
rai ses a hand to the heavens.

GREEK GOD
The Gods of O ynpus bestow upon you
the right to stop tine!

Li ghtning flashes, Albert falls back into the Mayor, and the
God vani shes.

A bowl hits the TV and Spaghetti O s slide down the screen.
BACK TO THE OLD MAN
| NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY

The O d Man scows at the still image, finishes off the
beer, and throws the can at the TV.
O.D MAN

Time. You could have picked
anyt hi ng and you chose tine.

He stands and arches his back with hands on his hip until it
POPS.

OLD MAN
Ti me. Tinme sucks.

He crosses the roomto the famly portrait on the wall and
leans in for a close |ook.

The boy in the portrait is Albert and is about the same age
as the news footage. Hs sister is a year or two younger
Mom and Dad | ook proud.



OLD MAN
So what do you think of your little
hero's choi ce now?

He shuffles into the kitchen and di sappears around a corner.
The door to the refrigerator opens and cl oses, and he
reappears with nost of a Budwei ser six-pack in his hands.

OLD MAN
Time to check on the famly.

He opens the front door and steps outside.

EXT. OLD MAN S HOUSE - DAY

The O d Man wal ks onto the front lawn to reveal the MOTHER
FATHER, and teenage G RL fromthe portrait. The parents each
have an armup towards the sky with the other around the
girl between them

They are as still and notionless as statues.

Al'l around the nei ghborhood are simlar scenes of people,
dogs, and cars frozen in tine.

The O d Man sits on the lawn in front of the famly.

OLD MAN
H Mm H Dad.

He pulls a can fromthe six-pack and pops the top.

OLD MAN
Here's to tine.

He lifts the beer to his parents in a toast, then turns to
face the sky.

OLD MAN
And here's to you

A planet killer nmeteor is suspended in the sky less than a
mle away. Fire and flanes streak to the heavens.

He finishes his beer and throws it to the gutter where it
| ands anongst hundreds of other beer cans.

He stands and puts a hand on his father's shoul der.

OLD VAN
Don't worry, | haven't given up
yet. I'"lIl think of sonething.
(chuckl es)

| got plenty of tine.

He wal ks back towards the house, stops on the front stoop,
and turns around. He | ooks up at the neteor once nore.



OLD MAN
Ah, screw it.

He drops the beer, raises his hands towards the sky, and
shout s.

OLD MAN
Time's up!

FADE OQUT TO A FLASH
OF LI GHAT
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