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FADE UP TO
| NT. MENTAL HEALTH COURTROOM - DAY

A small courtroomw th a judge, Court reporter and two arned
Bailiffs; The jury box is enpty.

Judge is JULIE. Late 30’s, by the book;

Prosecutor is MASON, early 40's, hard core attitude;
Def ense counsel is LISA md 20's, excessive makeup;
Def endant is DR BOYD, |ate 50's, chin whiskers;

JULI E
(bangs her gavel)
The court will come to order.
Docket three seven two nine -- Dr
Robert Boyd vs the State of
California. Is the state ready?

MASON
State is ready, your honor.

JULIE
| s the defense ready?

LI SA
Def ense is ready, your honor.

JULI E
Swear in the jury then...

A jury of twelve nmen and wonen enters, is sworn in and take
seat in the jury box.

JULI E
The state may proceed.

Mason stands, begins to pace in front of the jury.

MASON
Ladi es and gentl enen, you are being
asked to determi ne the sanity of
t he defendant Dr. Robert Boyd who
took it upon hinself to give a
child of four a transfusion of
bl ood when he knew or shoul d have
known the nother’s religion forbade
any such action. He then proclai ned
his actions were the result of a
conversation with an em ssary of
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MASON
God. Not God hinself mnd you --
but an em ssary of God.

LI SA
bj ection. The state is attacking a
religious practice shared by

mllions every Sunday.
JULI E
Sust ai ned. The state will rephrase
its point.
MASON
Very well, the good doctor shares

the religious practice of speaking
with a higher power. But the main
issue here is a sinple one...the
vi ol ati on of |egal and nedi cal
ethics w thout any tangi bl e proof
granted by the so-called higher
power. And wi thout any tangible
proof, his nedical and | egal
rationale is deened a del usion, or
a fal se belief.

LI SA
bj ection. Characterizing a
person’s religious belief as
"so-called" is insulting and

bi ased.

JULI E
Sust ai ned. The Court will strike
t hat .

LI SA
And the defense objects to the
characterization of Dr Boyd as
del usi onal . That has not yet been
proven.

MASON
But it has, your honor. Yesterday
we heard testinony by the state’s
own psychiatrist that Dr. Boyd has
a nental illness characterized by
del usi ons of grandeur and
omi pot ence.

LI SA
And tonorrow we wi Il hear testinony
fromthe defense psychiatrist that
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LI SA
refutes those allegations. The
wi nners of the Superbow said they
were the best teamon the pl anet.
Braggi ng rights do not characterize
t he speaker as del usi onal .

Dl SSOLVE:
| NT. DR BOYD S RESI DENCE - NEXT DAY
An exotic and expensive home in Beverly Hills.
| NT. DR. BOYD S RESI DENCE - DI NI NG ROOM - SAME DAY

Seated at the dinner table are Dr. Boyd, his w fe MARY
30’ S, and daughter CLAUDI A 16.

CLAUDI A
Do you like getting your nane in
t he newspaper every day, daddy.

DR BOYD
Only if they spell it correctly.
(1 aughi ng)
CLAUDI A
You're funny daddy -- if its
spelled correctly...
MARY
You still plan on hiring another

shrink to help out in the office
when this trial is over? You'l
need one, given all the publicity
you' re getting.

DR BOYD
Depends on what God’ s angel has in
store for nme. You renenber he told
me | was getting a gift for saving
that child s life.

MARY
What kind of gift, Robert? You
really believe that?

DR BOYD
Sone kind of gift that | can use to
save the worl d.



MARY
Save the worl d? That sounds crazy
even to ne. |'d keep that to
yourself if you want my opinion.

DR BOYD
You heard what the NASA scientists
sai d...about the neteor headed to
earth?

CLAUDI A
But no one believes that, daddy. A
nmeteor twice the size of earth?
G ve ne a break!

DR BOYD
| believe it.

MARY
And you’ re about the only one. Wen
and who is giving you this power?

DR BOYD
| don’t know. God naybe.

MARY
You don’t know? God is giving you
that kind of power but you don’t
know when or where? Do you have any
i dea how t hat sounds?

DR BOYD
It Il happen when it happens.

CLAUDI A
As long as it doesn’t happen before
my birthday party.

DR BOYD
Not to worry sweetheart. The
anusenent park isn’t goi ng anywhere
before you turn seventeen.

| NT. AMUSEMENT PARK - A WEEK LATER - N GHT

DI SSOLVE:

Cl audi a and a group of teens having fun at an anusenent
park. Video games. Rides. Pinball nmachines. Shooting

gal l eri es.

Rol | ercoaster rides.



| NT. RESTAURANT - SAME NI GHT
Dr Boyd and Mary seated at a booth enjoying ice cream
A television nonitor on the wall blares the news.

TV MONI TOR
....and scientists from NASA are
still tracking the asteroid headed
towards earth. The hundred and
seventy five neter wi de asteroid
coul d cause catastrophi c damage
wor |l dwi de. OF course, there’s
al wvays the possibility the asteroid
will self-correct its trajectory
away fromearth as has happened so
many times before...."

At the booth is a nickle machine with a video nonitor that
di spenses wi shes. Dr Boyd drops in a nickle. "You only get
one wi sh" flashes on the snall nmonitor. "Choose fromthe
w shes bel ow'

Dr Boyd chooses "One tine use of unlimted power™

DI SSCLVE:
| NT. MENTAL HEALTH COURTROOM - NEXT DAY

Dr. Boyd is on the witness stand. Mason is conducting the
Cross exam nation.

MASON
Now Dr. Boyd, you presune to insist
that you were ordained by God to
give this child a bl ood
t ransf usi on-- -

DR BOYD
---that saved his life. Yes.
(I ooks at his watch)

MASON
That you believe saved his life,
since there is sone question that
the transfusion is the reason the
child is still alive. But --

Dr. Boyd | ooks at his watch

DR BOYD
---If you'll excuse ne for a
nmonment, but | have to redirect the
asteroid s trajectory...



MASON
| beg your pardon?

DR BOYD
| won’t be gone for nore than a
m nut e.
(to Julie)
Your honor, may | be excused for
just a brief nonment?

JULI E
Is this really necessary?
DR BOYD
Not even a m nute?
JULI E
Very well. The court will adjourn

for Dr. Boyd' s brief nonent.

Dr. Boyd steps away fromthe witness box and enters the
"mens’ | avatory.

| NSERT: THE HANDS OF THE WALL CLOCK PASSES 30 SECONDS
BACK TO SCENE
Dr. Boyd returns to the w tness box.

JULI E
Everything all right doctor?

DR BOYD
(sm | es)
Oh absol utely your honor.
Everything is just perfect.

DI SSOLVE:
| NT. DR BOYD S RESI DENCE - DEN - NEXT DAY
Dr. Boyd is sitting at a desk going over his nedical charts.
Claudia is playing with her tablet.
Mary is quilting.
A W de screen television nonitor is PLAYI NG the news.
TV MONI TOR
"...lIn other news NASA scientists

now reveal that the earth-sized
asteroid seens to have broken up
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TV MONI TOR _
and the snaller pieces are either

burning up as they enter earth’s

at nosphere or pass earth at a nuch

farther distance than was initially
t hought. At any rate it seens there
is no |longer any fear of danger to

earth..."

MARY
You see that Robert - It’s the sane
way every tine NASA clains a neteor
will destroy the earth.

CLAUDI A
| think they tell us that just so
we'll go see their novies.

DR BOYD
Movi e studi os need sonething to
create an audi ence. Wiy not pretend
the earth will be destroyed by an
asteroid...?

THE END



