Boot Legging

By Josh Cheney

OPEN UP:

EXT. FOREST – DAY (1 minute)

Daniel Taylor stands upright, glaring down at something unseen. He stands next to another man, Michael Greene, who also stares at the object on the ground.

RYAN (O.S) 
There it is.

Daniel looks at Ryan Burke, a man who stands in front of them.





DANIEL



Right there? That’s




It?

Ryan nods.





RYAN



There it is.

Daniel crouches down to get a closer look at the unseen object. He sniffles.





DANIEL



So, where’s my half.

He gets back to his feet, glaring at Ryan.





RYAN




20,000. Settled.

Daniel frowns without moving his eyes from Ryan.





DANIEL




Fifty, that’s what you




Told me.

Ryan sighs, before glaring back down at the object still unseen.

RYAN




I understand, but it




Turned out that fifty




Was too much.

Daniel nods.





DANIEL



You had better pay up. Fifty




was our agreement.

Ryan and Daniel share a long stare, until…

FADE TO:

EXT. TENNIS COURT – LATER (40 seconds)
The sun beams down on Daniel and Michael as they lean against a fence. Daniel holds a clipboard in his hands, while Michael stands there beside him, drinking a bottle of beer wrapped in a brown paper bag.





DANIEL




Any major sellers here?

Michael scratches his head.





MICHAEL



Not that I know of.

Daniel rubs his finger down the list.





DANIEL



Well, let’s see.

He begins tapping his fingers against the paper, before sighing.





DANIEL




No one from around these areas




I see.

He takes one more glance.





DANIEL



No, no, no. No.

Beat.





DANIEL




What’s this?

He moves the clipboard closer to his face.





DANIEL



Worth a shot.

EXT. CONDO/FRONT DOOR – DAY ( 3 to 4 min)
Daniel knocks twice on the front door of a condo, waiting for someone to show.





DANIEL



(Whispers)




Ryan…Ryan, Ryan, Ryan.

The door opens up, revealing Ryan Burke.





DANIEL



My name is Daniel, do you




Have a blind pig?


Daniel grins.





RYAN



What else?





DANIEL




I found a Gin Joint




On my way here, is that




Good enough?


There is a long pause.





RYAN




Come on in.

INT. LIVING ROOM – DAY ( same as above)
Daniel and Michael Sit on a couch, while Ryan sits on another couch in front of them.





RYAN



You boys want to buy or sell?

Daniel shrugs.





DANIEL



Well, we were thinking of selling.





RYAN




How much you got?





DANIEL




How much you need?

Ryan smirks.





RYAN




Well, I’m in a shortage




Right now.





DANIEL




One hundred bottles.

Michael looks at him surprisingly.





RYAN




One hundred?





DANIEL




One Hundred for fifty




Thousand.

Ryan scratches his head.





RYAN




Well…





DANIEL




That’s the only good deal




Around.





RYAN




One Hundred for fifty thousand.




Deal.

Daniel smiles, before reaching out and shaking his hand.





RYAN




Thank you.

Daniel smiles.





DANIEL



No, thank you.

Michael and Daniel get up from the couch.





DANIEL



Nice doing business with you




Mr.…

Beat.





RYAN




Burke… Ryan Burke.

DANIEL
Ryan Burke, I might even




Stop by to get a look at your bar




Some time.

Ryan chuckles.





RYAN




I’d be more than welcome




To have you here.





DANIEL



Maybe I’ll stop by




Next week. You never know.

Ryan shakes hands with Michael.





RYAN



Nice to meet you too.





MICHAEL




Pleasure.

Ryan chuckles again.





DANIEL




I’ll deliver you the bottles




In two to three days.





RYAN




Anytime is fine, actually.

Michael and Daniel slowly make their way to the door.





DANIEL



Good, cause I tend to




Move onto other subjects in




Between.





RYAN



I know what you mean.

Michael exits the house.





DANIEL



See ya, take care.

He smiles, before exiting the house.

EXT. PARKING LOT – MOMENTS LATER ( 1 min 30 sec)
Michael and Daniel proceed away from the house, walking down the road across a parking lot without speaking. This happens for about 20 seconds.




MICHAEL




Where exactly are we going




To get a hundred bottles?

Daniel smirks.





DANIEL




There’s many ways actually.

He looks back at Michael.





DANIEL




All you have to do is




Look around.

EXT. FOREST – AFTERNOON

Michael and Daniel scan over a map of the area, standing deep in the forest.





DANIEL



Ryan is located here-




(Points to Map)




There’s probably another




Buyer in the Abbey.

Michael looks at Daniel.





MICHAEL



Ray Forrel from The Abbey.




I heard he’s a buyer.

Daniel thinks for a while.





DANIEL




He’s both.

MICHAEL
What?


DANIEL




He’s both. A buyer




And a seller.

FADE TO:

INT. LIVING ROOM/RAY’S HOUSE – DAY ( 4 min 50 sec)
Ray sits on a small comfy couch, while Michael and Daniel share the larger one.





RAY




I’m sorry. But I’m




Not lending you a hundred




Bottles.

DANIEL
I am going offer you over ten thousand




Dollars.





MICHAEL




Maybe more.

Michael uncomfortably looks at Daniel.





RAY




I understand-





DANIEL



You do? Then why don’t




You just say yes?

Ray frowns at Daniel.





RAY




I just finished a deal




With a Ryan Burke. An offer of




A hundred thousand dollars for




Over two hundred bottles.

Daniel goes into surprise, and anger. But he manages to hide it.





DANIEL



What’s this?





RAY




I made a deal with Ryan




Burke. He offered a hundred




Thousand.





DANIEL




When?






RAY




About ten to fifteen minutes




Ago. Before you came here.

DANIEL




Oh really?





RAY




Yeah. I think he had




Accepted my offer instead of




Yours…He told me.





DANIEL




Well thank you anyway.





RAY




Anytime Daniel.

Daniel glares angrily at Ray.

EXT. DUMPSTER – LATER (1 min 20 sec)
Daniel talks on a cell phone with Ryan, while Michael wanders about.





DANIEL




I thought we had an agreement?!

Beat.





DANIEL




So we do huh?

Beat.





DANIEL




Fine. That could be




Fair enough.

There is an even longer pause.





DANIEL




You better.

He hangs up.





MICHAEL




What now?





DANIEL




Whoever gets there first.





MICHAEL



Ray will beat us, no question




He always has.

Daniel groans in rage.





DANIEL



Oh believe me, when the time




Arrives he won’t be there.





MICHAEL




What?

Daniel smiles.





DANIEL



Go around the neighborhood. 




Try to find as many dealers as




You can. Give to anyone who can




Offer you a hundred bottles or more.

Daniel hands  Michael a stack of money.

MICHAEL




What will you be doing?





DANIEL




Me? I’ll be taking care of




Some things. A few things.





MICHAEL




OK, where should I start?






DANIEL




The Hamlet.

EXT. CONDO/FRONT DOOR – AFTERNOON ( 2 min)
Michael talks to an unseen person by their door.





MICHAEL




Do you have a blind pig sir?





MAN (O.S)




Excuse me? I’m a pig?

EXT. ROAD – MOMENTS LATER ( Same as above)
Michael stops a person on his bike. The person is unseen from the camera.





MICHAEL




How about a gin joint?





MAN (O.S)




A what?





MICHAEL



Blind Pigs.





MAN (O.S)




Are you high or something?

EXT. CONDO/FRONT DOOR – MOMENTS LATER (Same as above)
Michael knocks on another door.

MICHAEL
You like blind pigs?

WOMAN (O.S)




My husband had a blind pig




Before, but other than that no.

MICHAEL
Thanks anyways ma’am.

EXT. POND – MOMENTS LATER ( same as above)
A man in a black hood gives Michael a card.





MAN




There’s over fifty




Inside. Brand new. 





MICHAEL



Do you think a hundred maybe? 





MAN




Could be, I wouldn’t doubt it.





MICHAEL



Ok, thanks a lot man.

He hands the man over a hundred dollars in cash.





MAN




No problem. Glad to help.

FADE TO:

EXT. FOREST – DAY ( 1 min 30 sec)
Daniel slams a shovel into the ground, digging out a hole. He does this repeatedly.





MICHAEL (O.S)




Hey Daniel.

Daniel watches as Michael approaches, holding the card in his hand.





DANIEL



Any Luck?





MICHAEL




This.

He hands Daniel the card.





DANIEL



What is it?





MICHAEL



An address, a seller of




Some sort.

Daniel nods.





DANIEL




Really?





MICHAEL




Yeah.

Daniel reads the card.





DANIEL




Do we have to pay this man?





MICHAEL



I talked to him already, he said to meet




Us there in an hour, to talk.





DANIEL



Oh.





MICHAEL



Yeah.

Michael glares down at the ground, at something that is unseen by the camera.





MICHAEL



Who’s that?





DANIEL



(Looks at body)




It’s ray.





MICHAEL



What happened?

DISSOLVE TO:

INT. RAY’S HOUSE – DAY ( 1 min 30 sec)
Ray naps silently on a chair, snoring loudly. He also holds a book in his hand, which is closed and gripped in his fist.

But then Daniel emerges from the stairway, slowly creeping behind where Ray sleeps. Then, without any hesitation, he begins choking Ray around the neck, squeezing tightly, watching as Ray awakes, and begins squirming around.

SMASH CUT TO:

EXT. FOREST – DAY ( 20 sec)
Michael nods his head.





MICHAEL



That’s cool.

DANIEL
Yes it is.

Daniel drops the shovel.





DANIEL




Now help me his body.

EXT. ROAD – AFTERNOON ( 4 min)
Charles Wagner stands in front of his condo, beside him is a cooler. He glares at Michael and Daniel, who start to approach him.





CHARLES



Are you Michael?





MICHAEL



Yes, this is Daniel.





CHARLES



Nice to meet you Daniel.

Charles and Daniel shake hands.





DANIEL



Nice to meet you too.





CHARLES




You have the money?

He looks at Michael.





MICHAEL



You got the fifty?

Charles looks down at the cooler.





CHARLES



Sixty. It’s all I could lend you.





DANIEL



That’s no problem.

Michael hands Charles a small stack of money.





CHARLES



Thank you.

He slides the cooler over to them.





DANIEL




Do you know where we




Could get forty more?

Charles scratches his head.





CHARLES




Well… I don’t know any




One else around here.





DANIEL



That’s quite alright. I know




A couple other people who would be




Interested.





CHARLES



That’s good.

They shake hands.





DANIEL




Before I leave, do you think




You could tell me where…

He leans closer to Charles, before grabbing his neck and strangling him to the ground.





MICHAEL



Daniel.

Daniel doesn’t speak, he sits on the ground, squeezing the life out of Charles.





DANIEL



Come on.


He waits a couple more seconds, before Charles stops moving.





MICHAEL



You killed him.

Daniel pulls the money out of Charles pocket.





DANIEL




I’m losing too much money




In this.

He stands up.





DANIEL



Grab his legs.

FADE TO:

EXT. FOREST – AFTERNOON

Michael places two medium sized coolers beside each other, before stepping backwards, releasing a sigh of relief.





MICHAEL



There, a hundred bottles.

Daniel stands beside Michael.





DANIEL



Cell phone’s dead.





MICHAEL



We’ll just stop by then.

Michael looks at Daniel, who has a small blood splatter on his cheek.





MICHAEL



You’re bleeding.

Daniel wipes the blood off his cheek.





DANIEL




It’s not mine.

Michael nods.





MICHAEL



Charles?






DANIEL



Off the cliff.





MICHAEL



Ow.

Daniel opens up one of the coolers.





DANIEL



That looks beautiful.





MICHAEL



Just think… We’re gonna




Be rich tomorrow.





DANIEL



Yeah. 





MICHAEL




A Hundred thousand.

Daniel rubs his nose.





MAN (O.S)




Hey!

Daniel and Michael turn around, watching as a man with a gun approaches.





DANIEL




What can we do for you?





MAN




Shut up.

The man kicks the cooler gently on the side.





MAN



What’s in here?





DANIEL



You’re a cop.





MAN




Stop talking or I’ll




Shoot.

Daniel nods.





MAN



What’s in here.





MICHAEL



Nothing.

The man opens up one of the coolers, revealing the bottles of booze.





MAN



Oh my, this is pretty.





DANIEL




Huh?





MAN




You boys. Follow me.

EXT. CLIFF – MOMENTS LATER ( 4 min)
The man drags the coolers in front of a cliff, before turning around, aiming the gun back at them.





DANIEL




(Angrily)



Do it.

Michael confusingly glares at him.





MAN




Ok.

The man kicks one of the coolers off the cliff, smiling as he watches. But as he watches, Daniel kicks the man off the cliff.





MAN



UGH!

The man falls off screen, while Daniel gets up from the ground, and starts running down the forest, heading to the bottom of the cliff.





MICHAEL



Daniel!

But Daniel doesn’t listen, he continues running, nonstop through the forest, while Michael follows. Daniel rushes through the foliage, jumping over rocks and shrubs.

Daniel eventually reaches the bottom of the cliff, where a cooler lay on the ground, bashed open, with water leaking out.





DANIEL



Get the cooler!

Michael hops from one rock to another, grabbing the cooler and closing it up.





DANIEL



Are they any bottles left?





MICHAEL




No.

Daniel kicks the ground angrily, before spotting the man on the ground, barely alive, moaning in agony.





DANIEL




You.

He walks over to the man, before kicking him in the back.





MAN



Please, please!





DANIEL



No thank you!


He turns the man over, punching him in his bloodied face, before smashing his head against a rock.





DANIEL




There you go. Rest now.

Daniel gets to his feet, panting heavily.





DANIEL



(Whispers)




You bastard.

He goes over to Michael who sits on a rock, glaring down at the damaged cooler.





MICHAEL




Ruined. Destroyed.





DANIEL




I can see.





MICHAEL



Now, we need to get




Forty more again.

Daniel coughs.





DANIEL



It shouldn’t be too hard.





MICHAEL




What do you mean?





DANIEL



Well… We’ll just make




A visit to our good




Friend Charles.

Michael looks at the body.





MICHAEL




What about the cop?





DANIEL



Leave him.

FADE TO:

EXT. CHARLES’S HOUSE – EVENING (3 min)
Daniel exits the house, holding another cooler.





MICHAEL




Is that enough.





DANIEL



Oh yes, we have enough.

Michael looks around.





MICHAEL



Perhaps we could get some extra.

Daniel smiles.





DANIEL



I already did.

They both chuckle, before leaving the area, dragging the coolers with them.

FADE TO:

EXT. FOREST – THE NEXT DAY ( Same as above)
Ryan stands in front Of Michael and Daniel.





RYAN



A hundred bottles?





DANIEL




A hundred and twenty. Different




Verities.





RYAN




Good.

Ryan picks up a suit case and hands it to Daniel.





RYAN



Fifty Five Thousand. That was




The deal.





DANIEL



Why thank you.





RYAN




Always a pleasure.

Ryan looks at his watch.





RYAN



Well, I have to go.





DANIEL



See ya then.

They shake hands.





RYAN



You too, see ya.

Ryan leaves with the coolers.





MICHAEL



See ya Ryan.

Daniel glares at the suitcase, before smiling.





DANIEL



Fifty Five Thousand.

INT. DANIEL’S HOUSE – DAY ( 2 min 44 sec)
Daniel and Michael munch on food and beverages. Daniel then sits down, glaring at the suitcase, before opening it up.





DANIEL




(Whispers)




Easy now.

He glares the money inside, which is off screen.

FADE TO:

INT. RYAN’S HOUSE – AFTERNOON ( 8 to 10 minutes)
STATIC CAMERA:

It’s silent in Ryan’s house. No one is visible. Until Daniel and Michael discreetly enter the house.





DANIEL




(Whispers)




Wait here.

Daniel walks past the kitchen table and enters the hallway, before turning left.





RYAN (O.S)




Daniel? What’s going on?





DANIEL (O.S)



I just decided to stop by




And say thank you.





RYAN (O.S)



Thank you, for what?

There is a long pause.





RYAN (O.S)




Daniel?

But then, the sound of something banging against the ground is heard.





RYAN (O.S)




Daniel, what are you doing?!

The banging continues, along with cries of agony.





DANIEL (O.S)



Come here!





RYAN (O.S)




Daniel please! No!

But then, Ryan comes slamming into a door in the hallway, panting heavily and begging for mercy.





RYAN




Please! Don’t do it!




Please!

All of a sudden, a shoe comes flying from the room, slamming into the door. Ryan had dodged it.





RYAN



I can explain! I can explain!

Daniel exits the room, before grabbing Ryan and throwing him into the dining room.





RYAN



Daniel please! I can explain!





DANIEL




You can explain!

Ryan lies on the ground panting heavily.





DANIEL



Good!

Daniel grabs the back of Ryan’s shirt and pins him against a door.





DANIEL



You think I wouldn’t notice?!

Ryan begins to cry.





DANIEL




Huh?!





RYAN



I’m sorry! I’m sorry!





DANIEL



Sure you are!

He throws Ryan on the floor, as he screams in agony.





RYAN



Please Daniel please!

Ryan swerves against the ground, before accidently tripping down a stairway into his basement.





DANIEL



Oh no you don’t!

Daniel grabs a wood pole that leans against the wall and slowly steps down the stairs.





RYAN



(Cries)




Daniel please, please!

Ryan lets out a shriek of terror, before it suddenly stops, and the sounds of an object colliding with another is heard repeatedly.

Michael stands against the couch, waiting, until Daniel appears. Blood is on his hands and face, and he pants heavily.





MICHAEL




Are you done?

Daniel nods, before going back into the room, and coming out with another suitcase.





MICHAEL




Oh.





DANIEL



Gave me counterfeit.

Daniel and Michael exit the house.

THE END

