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I NT. DTLA YMCA - CAREG VERS' SUPPORT GROUP MEETI NG - DAY

In the mddle of a 15x15 foot roomw th scuffed-up floors
are 10 participants sitting in folding chairs that forma
circle. There's a large sign on the bulletin board that
reads, "Weekly Caregivers' Support G oup Meeting."

MM LIMERICK, 27,tall, athletic with auburn hair in

dr eadl ocks, rushes over fromher work and is still dressed
in blue scrubs and a white |ab coat with her nane tag that
reads, "RN I CU Supervisor, UCLA Medical Center." She found a
seat next to JCEN GOMEDA, 33, 5 7" with a graceful stature
and long, silky black hair, who just set aside appointnents
wi th her design conpany's clients before arriving. She's
nicely dressed in skinny designer jeans and hot pink flats
that match her tailored bl azer

Joen is today's group leader and is listening attentively to
TOM 40, a polite regular nmenber who's in the mddl e of
sharing with the group

TOM
It's not that | don't |ove ny
nmot her, but it's just at tines, she
gets on ny nerves, especially when
she criticizes ny husband while |I'm
t aki ng care of her.

MM
| know what you nmean, Tom M dad's
been pointing out nore and nore how
| haven't found the right person to
settle down with. Maybe it's
because he has nore tinme on his
hands since having his stroke.

JCEN
Li sten, everyone, seens we're
nearing the end of our tine. Does
anyone el se have a burning desire
to share before we close out?

When no one responds, Tom straightens up in his chair-

TOM
| just want to say that since |'ve
been com ng here, I'"mnot feeling

as overwhel ned while I'mcaring for
ny not her during her cheno therapy.
Thanks for all of your support.

JCEN
Tom it's so good to hear you share
today. OK, everyone, take care
until our next neeting.

Most of the nenbers stand up, and a few go over to give
kudos to Tom while Joen and M m greet each other.



MM

Hey Joen, you did a good job of

| eadi ng the group today.
JCEN

Ch, thanks, Mm. It's been a
while, and it feels good to be

back.
MM

By the way, how s your nom doi ng

si nce her nmastectony?

JCEN

Wel |, she has her good days and bad
days, but she's definitely getting
better. Like they say, one day at a
tinme. (beat) How about yourself?
Thi ngs comng along all alright for

you?

MM

Oh, ny dad can't wait to get back
on his audio board for renote TV
shoots. Hi's recovery is slow but
steady, and the strength on his
right side is gradually inproving.

JCEN

Can't keep a good man down for
| ong. So, ya been up to anything

el se lately?

MM
Yeah, Joen. | net soneone that |
feel has potential. |I'mso excited

about going out with himtonight at

a conedy club

JCEN

Ww, that's great! You have a good
tinme. Just keep nme posted, OK?

M M
| sure wll. Hey, | better
Bye, Joen.

JCEN
See ya, Mm.

run.

M m rushes out the open door while Joen picks up her Louis
Vuitton oversi zed handbag full of upholstery fabrics.

EXT. STREET I N FRONT OF YMCA - DAY

Joen wal ks to her parked | ate-nodel
unl ocks, then opens the door.

GRAY RANGE ROVER and



| NT. RANGE ROVER - DAY

Joen gets in her car, turns on easy-listening nusic, and
drives onto the street.

I NT. JOEN S CONDO UNDERGROUND PARKI NG LOT - DUSK

Joen pulls into her parking space then wal ks up to the
street |evel.

EXT. JU CE BAR - ON STREET LEVEL - DUSK

At the popular hole-in-the-wall spot for organic snoothies,
LOUD POP MUSIC is playing as Joen peers through the open
upper Dutch door. The lights are on but nobody's there. She
pounces the bell on the | edge of the door, then a CUTE GQUY,
col l ege-age, in a half-apron cones to the door. He points to
the CLOSED SIGN in the wi ndow. Joen gives hima little grin.

JCEN
H . Oh, darn, | know you're closed,
but any chance you can give ne
change for a twenty?

CUTE QUY
Oh, sure. Just give nme a mnute.

Joen gazes across the street as he funbles for fives and
ones. There's a sizable gathering of people in evening
attire schnoozing in front of a restored 1930's m ssion
styl e buil ding.

Two young nen in white shirts and bl ack sl acks are carrying
guitars toward an audi o set-up on the sidewal k. A wonman in

her twenties dressed in a safari jacket snaps photos of two
hot babes posing in gowns on a rolled-out red carpet.

CUTE GUY ( CONT' D)
Here you go, M ss.

JCEN
Oh, great. Thanks.

CUTE QUY
No probl em

Joen begins to wonder about the event taking place nearby.

JCEN (V. Q)
If it's an opening art reception,
why didn't | receive an invitation?

EXT. C GALLERY ON BROADWAY - DUSK - CONTI NUOUS

She wal ks across the street onto the sidewal k, then she

gi ngerly passes through a crowd of couples whose ages ranged
fromearly twenties to md-sixties. Myst of themwere

si pping drinks fromclear plastic cups.
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Two | arge signs are propped against the front of the gallery
with text of,"C Gallery On Broadway Opening.' A |arge bay

wi ndow di spl ays | arge abstract art pieces. Joen sways into
one of the open doors.

I NT. C GALLERY ON BROADWAY - DUSK - CONTI NUOUS

Once inside, Joen is greeted by an attractive woman in a red
dress, 50, the gallery owner. She hands Joen a |list of the
exhibiting artists. Then Joen ventures around to | ook at
several of the well-lit paintings and scul ptures.

JCEN
| see Susan Moss is on exhibit.

After she whispers to herself, she circles Susan Myss's nane
on the list of artists while standing in front of the
abstract watercol or painting with organic shaped designs.

She wal ks to a counter where a young bartender with tattoos
covering her forearns serves her a glass of chanpagne. After
Joen places a five in the tip vase, a petite server dressed
in black conmes by with a tray of sal non.

Wi | e | ooki ng over the appetizers, Joen is accidently bunped
by PATRI CE BUENO, 40, an old friend who attended the Fashion
Institute of Merchandi se and Design with Joen about ten
years ago.

To top it off, Patrice has an amazi ng nmuscul ar stature and
bl unt-cut jet-black hair with trendy, thick-frame gl asses.
She's al so wearing one of her abstract fashion designs: a
clear plastic raincoat with a colorful all-over-pattern of
spl ashed- on pai nt.

PATRI CE
Oh ny God! Is that you, Joen?

They | augh while they give each other a big hug.

JCEN
Patrice? | can't believe it! Were
have you been hiding yourself?

PATRI CE
Oh, Joen, | never hide. | just wear
a |l ot of canouflage to stay under
t he radar.

JCEN
Ww, | mssed you. So, tell ne,
what are you doi ng now?

PATRI CE
Joen, you must cone over to mny
mural painting project. It's near
our old stonping ground and
practically around the corner from
( MORE)



PATRI CE (cont' d)
the Fashion Institute in the Cental
Art Gallery.

JCEN
Oh yeah! Haven't been there for
over five years. \Wen?

Patrice pulls out her card and hands it to Joen.

PATRI CE
How about next weekend? Just give
me a call anytine.

JCEN
Sure, let's do it. Ch, by the way,
| live right across the street.

PATRI CE
Oh, that's great, Joen. Hey, |'ve
gotta go, but we'll connect
again, right?
JCEN
No doubt, it'll be amazing, | can't

wai t .

They exchange ki sses on each other's cheeks before calling
it a night.

INT. MM'S CONDO | N ECHO PARK - LIVING ROOM - NI GHT

Mm wal ks in her front door, kicks off her N kes, pulls off
her scrub jacket, and tosses it on a toppled |aundry basket
near the couch.

She CRANKS UP a song by the Dave Matthews Band ON HER OLD CD
PLAYER, then sorts through a pile of mail on the sofa table.
She grins as she opens her biweekly auto-deposit paycheck
statenent, showi ng the anmount paid for 16 hours of

over-time, then she SIGHS and frowns after she views the 40%
anount in taxes deducted. A Felix-the-Cat clock on the wall
reads out 6:10 as she runs out of the living room

INT. MM'S BATHROOM - CONTI NUOUS

After turning on the faucet of the tub shower and tying up
her 1 ong dreadl ocks, Mm gets into a steany shower. Wen
the water pipes rattle, she hops out and stunbles on a
rolled up yoga mat, |eaning on the towel rack wall.

M M
Ch, shit!

INT. MM'S BEDROOM - CONTI NUOUS
Wiile still drying off with a towel, Mm | ooks over two

outfits laying on her bed: one is ared formfitting dress,
and the other is an ensenble of vintage ripped jeans with a
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| oose drawstring peasant top. She flings the dress back into
her crammed cl oset and gets dressed.

INT. MM"'S LIVING ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Mm is BELTING OQUT A SONG BLASTI NG from the speakers as
she's tying the strings on her blouse, then she picks up a
pair of Dave Matthews Band concert tickets for the LA
Crypto.com Arena. As she kisses the tickets she perfornms a
littl e dance.

MM (CONT' D)
Yeow, for ny next big date out with
M. R ght.

When the DOORBELL RINGS, M m TURNS OFF THE MUSI C and opens
t he door to JAMES MENKEY, 30, a dead ringer for the conedic
actor, Russell Brand. He JI GGLES the keys on his BMN key
ring and points to the face of his Tissot wist watch.

MM (CONT' D)
OCh, hi James. | knowit's getting a
le |

litt ate, but do you wanna cone
in?

JAVES
Hey Mm, | think we better get a
nove on. Traffic's heavy, but if we
| eave now, we'll just nmake it on
tinme.

MM
Oh, 1'Il get ny purse. (beat) K
let's go.

JAVES

Ww, M m, you | ook amazing.

M M
Thank you, Janes.

EXT. MM'S CONDO - JAMES' S PARKED BMW - NI GHT

After walking to his RED BMN Janes opens the door for Mm,
she gets in, and then he gets in before they drive away.

I NT. JAMES'S BMNV CAR - MOVI NG - CONTI NUCUS

After merging onto the freeway, Janmes and Mm | ook around
at the bunper-to-bunper traffic.

MM
Ww, you weren't Kkidding about the
traffic.

JAMES
LA is one big giant freeway--Ilike

t he ol d song.



MM
That's funny, ny dad used to play
that song a few tinmes when | was
gr owi ng up.

JAVES
Oh yeah, what does your old man do
for a living?

MM
He's been working in the nusic and
tel evision industry nost of his
life.

Janmes begins to | oosen up as the traffic starts to let up.

JAVES
Hum |'minpressed. He nust be
famliar with all the rappers,
i ncludi ng Jay- Z.

MM
O course. He's net quite a few
f amous cel ebs since working on the
audi o equi pnrent for shows I|ike
Anerican I dol and The Voi ce.

JAVMES
So, | grew up around a pretty
famous guy who |I'm sure you've
heard of.

MM

Wait, who's that?

JAMES
Trentin Sarenti no.

M M
Oh ny God, really? | love all of
the filns he's directed.

JAVES
W were pretty tight all through
m ddl e school in the South Bay
area; even back then, he was sort
of a rebel.

MM
What do you nmean?

JAMES
Well, let's put it this way: he had
all these raw and edgy ideas for
nmovi es going on in his head | ong
before he made his first film

MM
He sounds like a true visionary.



JAMES
Yeah, well, that's a story for
another tinme. (beat) Oh, ny exit is
comng up. |I'd better get over.

After leaving the freeway, Janes |ooks for a parking space
near the LAUGH FACTORY ON SUNSET BOULEVARD. He drives a
coupl e bl ocks down on a residential street.

EXT. RESI DENTI AL STREET ON A HI LL - N GHT

JAVES
Sorry, but parking has al ways been
tough around here. It |ooks |like
we' |l have a ways to wal k. Hope
that's OK?

MM
Ch, that's OK

Janmes parks in a space that's on a hill. After Mm and
James wal k past the crosswalk in front of the Laugh Factory.

EXT. LAUGH FACTORY - IN A MOVING LINE - N GHT

James and Mm get in a line of about twenty people. The
headl i ner on the marquee is Carol Leifer, who was a staff
witer for the Seinfeld sitcom the other comcs are
unknowns. Janes takes Mm by the armas they nove forward.

JAMES
Al'l right, here we go.
M M
|'mso excited. |'ve never been

here before.

JAMES
Real ' y? 1 thought you | oved
st and-up conedy.

MM
Oh, | do. I've been to the Conedy
Store on the strip and the Irvine

| mpr ov.

JAVES
How about the Second City?

M m one-ups his challenging inquiry.

MM
O course, ny dad took ne there a
couple of tines when we were in the
Wndy City of Chicago.



I NT. THE LAUGH FACTORY - NI GHT

After Mm and Janes sit near the stage at a round table
with alit candle in a red jar, their SERVER arrives to
their table.

SERVER
VWhat can | get for you two tonight?

JAMES
Just a diet coke for ne.

James glances at M m before she gives her order.

MM
Un 1'd Ilike a sprite please.
SERVER
OK I'll be right back with your
dri nks.
JAVES
Thank you.

After the server |eaves, Janes leans in closer to Mm .

JAVES ( CONT' D)
Mm, | believe you' re aware that |
don't drink, right?

MM
| sort of figured that.
JAMES
Yeah, | realized | had a problem

wi th drinking and gave it up two
nmont hs ago.

MM
Well, good for you. | hope it's
been working out for you.

Bef ore Janes could respond, the FIRST COVEDI AN hits the
stage running with a | oud bang, and they both | ook up as the
show begins. The comc's routine was | oaded with spin-offs
of JimCarrey's physical attics.

The NEXT COVEDI AN noves his routine along with jokes about
cheap dates, and a bad inpression of a T-Rex gestering to
reach for his front pants-pocket to pay out.

NEXT COVEDI AN
OCh, the bill, give ne a mnute
while | get ny wallet.
Janmes joins Mm in booing and frowning as the com c bonbs.

Lastly, Carol Leifer received sizable [aughs fromthe crowd
wi th her performance and conmedic references to sex and the
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7-el even conveni ence store. The show ended with a standi ng
ovation after she plugs her upcom ng events.

EXT. THE LAUGH FACTORY - NI GHT

Mm continues to LAUGH as Janes takes her hand and escorts
her out of the crowded exit and onto the sidewal k in front
of the signal I|ight.

JAMES
What a nice night. How did you I|ike
the | ast comedi an?

MM
Oh, she's a bit of a celebrity, and
| though she was pretty funny.

EXT. RESI DENTI AL STREET ON THE HI LL - N GHT
They are wal king toward the car now as they converse.

JAMES
| know she's been around for a |ong
time, and yeah, she wasn't bad.

After they were wal king briskly dowmn the street on the hill,
Janmes pauses, turns around, and then | ooks at M m .

JAVES ( CONT' D)
Ww, | thought this was the street
we parked on, but | don't see ny
car anywhere, do you?

MM
No, | don't see it. Wanna wal k down
alittle farther.
JAMES
Yeah, sure.

Janmes | eads the way as they wal k down, and then back up the
hill. When they end up at the enpty parking space where he

had originally parked, an older WOVAN in curlers wal ks out

to her lit front porch to | ook around.

WOVAN
You two alright? Do you need any
hel p?

JAVES
H ma'am M nane's Janes. | think

| parked ny car here earlier
tonight, but it's not here.

WOVAN
Sorry, but I think your car was
towed away over an hour ago.
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Mm gets Janes attention by pointing to a sign next to the
enpty parking space that reads, "Parking By Permit Only."

MM
Janmes, this is a restricted parking
zone.

JAVES

Damm! (beat) Excuse ne, ma'am |'m
sorry to bother you, but do you
happen to know of any i npounds near
here where ny car could have been
towed to?

WOVAN
Try Ace or Express | npound.

JAMES /| MM
Thank you, ma' am

WOVAN
Good | uck.

As the weary woman returns inside, James and Mm turn away
and | ook downheartedly at each other as the race is on to
hurry back to Sunset Boul evard in search of a phone boot h.

EXT. SUNSET BOULEVARD - N GHT

About three bl ocks down fromthe Laugh Factory, Janes and
Mm find a phone booth with an ol d chai ned-down phone book.

JAMES
Thank God, this nust be the |ast
phone booth on the planet.

MM
Janes, |'mso sorry about not
charging ny cell phone before we
| eft ny condo.

He's flipping through the yell ow pages and while rolling his
eyes, he nearly kicks hinself.

JAVES
Yeah, and what about ne | eaving
mne in the glove box. (beat) K
here's Ace | npound.

He dials the nunber and waits for an answer. A nan with a
GRUFF VO CE answers.

aJS (O S.)
Ace I npound, this is Gus. \Wat can
| do you for?



Janes looks at Mm wth el ation,

JAMES
H, ny car was towed away toni ght
near Sunset Boul evard. Can you tell
me if you picked up a red 1986 BMWV
t oni ght ?

&S (O S.)
We got lots of BMNs here, bud.
What's the |icense plate?

JAMES
It's 86 BMVER

aJs (O S.)
Hold on, |I'Ill check.

and down yet.

Mm |ooks at himwith w dened eyes as they wait.

JAMES
They' re checki ng.

QUS (0 S.)

Sorry, no such vehicle's been towed

here on our | ot tonight.

12.

but he's not junping up

After hangi ng up, James shakes his head, then he goes
t hrough the phone book again. He dials, gets an answer from

MAC, 35

EXT. PHONE BOOTH - N GHT

| NTERCUT W TH

| NT. EXPRESS | MPOUND -

MAC
This is Mac, Express | npound.

JAVES
Hel l o, ny nane is Janes, and |
think ny red BMW with plates 86
BMER, just got towed over to your
i mpound toni ght.

MAC
Oh yeah, it's right out front. It
was towed away cl ose to Sunset.

JAVES
How nmuch to get it out of inpound?

MAC
About three hundred.

JAVES
We' |l be right over.

OPEN- Al R TRAI LER COUNTER -

t he rock star of inpounds, and inquires once again.

CONTI NUOUS
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Janmes SIGHS right after hanging up, and then M m raises her

eyebr ows.

MM
You found your car, right?

JAMES
Yes, and it's going to cost a snall
fortune to get it out of inpound.

He bows his head and puts his hands in his pockets while
staring into her brown eyes.

She | ooks

JAMES ( CONT' D)
Listen, Mm, I'"mgoing to have to
ask you for a favor.

MM
Oh, Janes, it's getting pretty
| ate. What exactly is it?

JAVES
This is really enbarrassing, but is
there any way you can lend nme three
hundred dol I ars? (beat) | just
don't have that kind of cash to pay
for the inpound fee tonight, and of
course, | would pay you back

MM
Well, if that's the only way we can
get your car, so that we can drive
back hone.

all around before inquiring.

MM (CONT' D)
|s there an ATM sonewher e around
her e?

JAMES
| saw one across the street while
we were wal ki ng over here.

MM
Oh, | seeit. OK let's go.

JAMES
| can't tell you how sorry | am
about tonight. Please, let ne call
a cab before we go over, so we can
get picked up while we're there, OK?

MM
Yeah, sure.

Wil e Janmes is back on the phone, Mm turns away and
shivers in the night air as she SPEAKS UNDER HER BREATH
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MM
Shit! What a date from hell

EXT. ATM ON SUNSET BOULEVARD - NI GHT - CONTI NUOUS

M m makes a withdrawal while Janmes remains at her side.
Then, a DRIVER with an East Indian accent in a yellow taxi
cab starts to pull up to the curb as Mm wal ks over to
Janmes and hands himthe cash.

MM
Here, Janmes. This is a | oan.

JAMES
Yes, it's a | oan--agreed, and thank
you, Mm.

DRI VER

Hey, you called for a cab?

JAMES
Yes, we did.

I NT. YELLOW TAXI CAB - MOVI NG - NI GHT

M m and Janes get in the back seat and cl ose the door. Then
their cabbie pulls into the light street traffic.

DRI VER
Where to toni ght?

JAVES
Express | npound.

DRI VER
K, that's not too far from here.

The ride over is swift and while Janmes and M m get jerked
around on the back seat, they remain quiet. The crowd of
peopl e wal king on the strip are colorful along the way until
t hey reach the huge inpound | ot.

DRI VER ( CONT' D)
OK, this is Express | npound.

JAMES
Thanks, and here you go.

EXT. EXPRESS | MPOUND LOT - NI GHT

After James hands over cash to the driver, they get out of
the taxi and | ook around the lot with bright over-head
lights and lots of dirty vehicles of all make and nodels.

M m tags along as Janmes |eads the way to the open-air
office trailer where MAC, 35, in a dark blue shirt with an
oval name patch above his top right pocket, is standing.
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JANVES
H, I'mJames. Wien | called
tonight, I was told that nmy 1986
red BMN was towed here.

MAC
Oh yeah, with |icense plates 86
BMER? (beat) It's right over there.

After Mac points to his car, Janes | ooks over then NODS.
JAMES

Yes, that's ny car. How do | get ny
car tonight?

MAC
It's up to you, man. |If you want it
tonight, | need your driver's
license, and you need to fill out a

f orm bef ore paying.

Janes takes his driver's license out of his wallet and
places it on the counter in front of him Mic |ooks at it
and sets it back down.

JAVES
Can you please give ne the formto
fill out?

Mac pulls out the formon a clip board and hands it over. As
James is conpleting the form Mm stands by passively.
Then Mac | ooks over the form

MAC
OK, Janes, here are the damages

Janmes eyes Mac's TATTOO, A BAT with the text OUT OF HELL on
his forearm before he |ooks at the bill and pulls out the
cash.

JAMES
Hum just under 300.

Janmes spreads out the cash on the counter

JAMES ( CONT' D)
Here you go.

After James signs the receipt, Mac picks up the noney, and
t hen gives Janes his copy.

MAC
Thank you, got your keys, right?

JAMES
Yes, no problem

MAC
Then you're good to go.



James | eaves with a copy of the bill

hand as they walk to his car.

16.

and takes M m by her
He exam nes the full body of

his car and after seeing no bl em shes,
passenger door and gets his cel

I NT. JAMES' S BMWCAR - ON THE MOVE - NI GHT
Wen they both get in his car, Janes starts the car, then he
slowy pulls out of the ot unto the street. Mm | ooks

bl ankly strai ght ahead through the w ndshi el d.

JAMES
Mm, are you alright?
MM
Yes, |I'malright.
JAMES

Oh ny God, what a night!
you hone now.

Let's get

MM
That's the goal. I'"'mso glad we
survived this night wthout any
scraps or bruises.

JAVES
You can say that again. You're a
lifesaver! | can't thank you
enough.

MM
Don't mention it.

he opens the
phone out of the gl ove box.

M m's nood changes from making |ight of the situation,

becom ng downri ght

MM (CONT' D)
| think we could use a breather.
Maybe we shoul d tal k about
sonet hi ng el se?

JAMES

OCh, sure.

irritated as she RAI SES HER VA CE

to

An awkward period of silence lingers before Janes attenpts

to strike up conversation again.

JAMES ( CONT' D)
Renmenber when | was tal ki ng about
an old school friend of mne
earlier tonight?

MM
remenber. You nean the
Trentin Sarentino?

Yes, |
di rector,
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JAVES
Yeah, well, we hung around together
up until high school before he went
on to make films. And, Boy, did we
have sone unusual experiences.

MM
Oh, yeah? Heard he got into
filmuaking at a really young age.

Mm squirnms a little in her seat and thinks to herself-

MM (CONT'D V.QO)
Where's he going with this story?
Not hi ng too crazy, | hope-

MM (CONT' D)
So, what kind of things did you do
t oget her ?

JAVES
Wl |, you never knew what was next
with Trentin when it canme to sone
really crazy stuff happening.

He was driving off the freeway and onto surface streets that
led to Mm's place.

JAVES ( CONT' D)
"1l never forget the tine
Trentin's stepdad ki dnapped ne and
kept nme in this really big
abandoned war ehouse- - nobody knew
where | was for over a week.

MM
Holy shit! That sounds like hell.

More reflective thoughts rise up in Mm"'s head.
MM (CONT'D V.QO)
Yeah, real hell, sort of |ike our
dat e toni ght.
At last, he pulls up and parks in front of her condo.

MM (CONT' D)
Guess, it's tine to say goodni ght,
Janes.

They both sit in his car facing each other.

JAMES
Goodni ght, Mm .

Janes's POV: He watches her as she | eaves his car, closes
her door, and then wal ks into her front door.
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INT. MM"'S CONDO - LIVING ROOM - N GHT - CONTI NUCUS

After entering her front door, Mm flips on a light, |eans
up agai nst the closed door while taking a sl ow deep breath,
and then wal ks |like a zonbie to turn on NEWWAVE MJSI C. She
lights a stick of incense, and then sits in a chair next to
a table full of mail and a subscription nmagazi ne of
Psychol ogy Today with the cover subtitle: "Ten Signs of

Co- Dependent Rel ati onshi ps”

She rai ses her eyebrows when she opens this nonth's Gti
Mast er Card statenent and SIGHS as she views the hefty
charges for: Cyrpto.com Arena concert tickets, Wne and Di ne
restaurant, and the Gentlemen's Tissot Watch Conpany.

Mm UTTERS A MANTRA to herself as she crashes on the sofa
and starts a text on her iphone to: DHARMA'S YOGA STUDI O

MM
K, | amnot going to stress nyself
out, not tonight and not tonorrow
Dear Lord, help ne forget this
ni ght ever happened.

| NSERT OF TEXT SCREEN:. "Dharnma, please squeeze ne in your
Stretch Qut Stress session in the norning... Mm"

INT. MM'S WVHHTE M NI COOPER CAR - MOVI NG - MORNI NG

As Mm drives past Dharma's Yoga Studi o, from her POV:
there's a long line of people carrying rolled-up mats
waiting at the entry to get in. Then she SPEAKS TO HERSELF.

MM
Dam, | mght as well forget about
yoga t oday.

She takes a sip of tea fromher cup, spills sonme on her
bl ouse, and then CUSSES while at a stop sign on the street.
M m ends up checking a few of her |ong dreadl ocks.

MM (CONT' D)
Oh, shit. (beat) Hum 1 ooks like |
should pay a visit to Stephanie's
sal on today.

She hits the accelerator and | eaves tire skids marks on the
street after a car behi nd her HONKS.

EXT. ENVY BEAUTY STUDI O - DAY

M m parks her car, and then walks toward the hair studio.
The front wi ndows are decked out w th abundant pastel
flowers and a banner with cursive text: 'Junp into Spring
with a New Hairdo'.

I NT. ENVY BEAUTY STUDI O - CONTI NUOUS
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Wen Mm walks in the front door, she is greeted by the
owner, STEPHANI E Cortez-Stunp, 42, whose nuted green-tinted
short hair really stands out next to her olive-skinned
conplexion. Wth an infectious smle, Stephanie SHOUTS OUT
to Mm while she's blowdrying her client's hair.

STEPHANI E
H Mm. What's going on?

MM
H Stephanie, not nuch. Just hoping
you can fit me in for alittle
t ouch-up today.

STEPHANI E
Sure, have a seat.

Mm walks to the waiting area and sits next to JULIE BULLA,
28, with brown hair, green eyes, and in a tan dress suit,
who' s | ooki ng through a fashion hairstyle book. She | ooks up
as Mm starts to sit down.

MM
H, been waiting |ong?
JULI E
Oh, not long. I'mjust waiting for

Bl eu. He shoul d be here soon.

MM
Oh yeah, he's great. (beat) | think
|'ve seen you here before, right?

JULI E
Yeah, |1'mJulie.
MM
Nice to neet you. I'mMm .
JULI E
Hum | |ike your hair.
MM
Oh, thanks, but it's a bit of a
mess. | just need Stephanie to
tighten up sone of ny ends.
JULI E
And | really need Bleu to do
sonmething with ny hair. |'m way

over due because of ny tight
schedul e I ately.

MM
Oh, what do you do?
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JULI E
I"ma | awyer and just started
working with Lifton and Associ at es.
How about you? Wat ki nd of work
are you in?

MM
I'"ma RN Supervisor in |ICU at UCLA
Medi cal Center.

JULI E
You | ook so young--1 can see the
doctors falling for you.

MM
Not that young. |'ve been a nurse

for a while. Sorry, but I'm having
a weird norning, and I'mtrying to
get other a terrible date that |
had | ast ni ght.

steps in and gives sonewhat of a cheery update.

STEPHANI E
Hey Julie, Bleu should be here any
mnute. And Mm, |'mjust

finishing up, OK?

Mm and Julie smle and NOD at Stephanie as she | eaves.
Then BLEU, 30, a six-foot-three gentle giant with
asymmetrically cut dark hair, wal ks through the door.

BLEU
H Julie, | hope you haven't been
wai ti ng | ong.

JULI E
H Bleu, | got here alittle early
to |l ook at sone hair styles.

BLEU
Well, conme on back whenever you're
r eady.

JULI E

K, sounds good.

Julie turns toward Mm while getting up to | eave.

JULI E (CONT' D)
It was nice neeting you, and | hope
that when | see you next tine,
it'll be under better
ci rcunst ances.

MM
Yeah, ne too.

St ephani e waves to Mm from her salon chair station.
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STEPHANI E
K, Mmnm, c'nmomover now.

After Mm sits in her salon chair, Stephanie puts a drape
over her and | ooks over her hair.

STEPHANI E ( CONT' D)
Oh yeah, | see sone of your ends
have | oosened up a bit. W can fix
that; it shouldn't take |ong.

MM
I|"mso glad you could fit nme in. |
sure coul d use sonme of your magic
touch, especially now

STEPHANI E
Ch, Mm, | knowit's kinda of
early, but could | get you a glass
of chardonnay first?

MM
That m ght not be a bad idea. Sure,
bring me a gl ass.

STEPHANI E
oK, I'll be right back

Wil e Stephanie goes to the mni-fridge in the back, Mm

| ooks forlornly at herself in the mrror in front of her,
then she wi pes a tear away just as Stephanie returns with a
gl ass of wine and hands it to her.

STEPHANI E ( CONT' D)
Here you go, Mm .

M M
Thanks, Steph. Think 1'Il take a
few sips before you get started.

St ephani e | ooks surprised while Mm takes two big gul ps,
and then conmes up for air before handing the glass back.

STEPHANI E
Sweetie, | think I've known you
| ong enough now. Are you going to
tell me what happened | atel y?

MM
You don't even want to know.

STEPHANI E
Awright, then let's get down to it
and spruce up sonme of these |oose
ends of yours.



22.

MM
Excel | ent choice, Stephanie. If
anyone can nmake nme | ook beauti ful
again, it's you.

I NT. DTLA YMCA - CAREG VERS' SUPPORT GROUP MEETI NG - DAY

Later that week toward the end of the group session, Mm is
sharing with the nmenbers who are seated in the usual
circular chair formation, with Tom as today's group | eader

MM
| know | shoul d know better, but
why do | keep hearing ny dad' s
voice in ny head saying, 'he's not
enough,' whenever | neet soneone
who appears to be ny type?

TOM
Excuse ne, but what we share in
t hese neetings shoul d be about how
we can manage and cope with famly
menbers that need our care during
their illness. (beat) I know, at
the last neeting, | shared about
simlar interpersonal issues
dealing with ny nother, so | can
enpat hi ze wth you--anybody el se
want to give sone feedback to Mm ?

No one responds as Tomand M m | ook around.

TOM ( CONT' D)
OK, thanks everyone for sharing and
hope to see you at our next
nmeeting. Have a great week.

The nenbers stand up, and then Joen cones behind Mm to
gently pat her on the back.

JCEN
H Mm. That was very brave of you
to share. Wanna share any ot her
burni ng burning desires wth ne.

MM
Oh, Joen, you're such a good
friend. My love life is just not
what |'ve been hoping for.

JCEN
Hey, we've all been there before.
Listen, only if you feel like it,
tell me what happened when you went
out | ast week.
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MM
| still can't believe it--1 got
stuck with a three hundred doll ar
bill. I was extrenely

di sappoi nti ng.

Joen's jaw drops as M m begins to pour her heart out.

JCEN
What on earth cost that nmuch in one
night's time?

MM
H s car got towed to an i npound
lot, and he couldn't cough up the
cash to pay for it.

JCEN
Just curious, what kind of car does
he drive?

MM
A vintage BMN why?

Joen shakes her head and SM RKS

JCEN
Bunmmer! Didn't you know t hat BMW
stands for 'break ny wallet'?
However, in this case, it was your
wal | et .

MM
Jesus, don't make ne | augh, Joen.

JCEN
Cnmn, Mm, give himthe benefit
of the doubt. Did he at |east offer
to pay you back?

MM
Yeah, we agreed it was a | oan and-

M M (CONT' D)
-1 haven't heard back from himyet.

JCEN
Ever heard of the song by the R&B
group, Chairman of the Board?

M M
VWho?

JCEN
X it'salittle before your tine.
| bet your dad has it on one of his
( MORE)

23.

takes a deep breath.
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JOEN (cont' d)
audio files. The song title is
"G mme Just ALittle More Tine.'

MM
Joen, are you trying to convince ne
to give himanother chance?

JCEN
Yep, wait a week or so and see what
happens before you decide to
ei ghty-six him

As they wal k out the exit door together, Mm pauses then
NCDS her head.

MM
Maybe, you're right; I'll give him
anot her week.

Joen lightly pats Mm on her back.

JCEN
Atta girl!

I NT. LAW OFFI CE OF LI FTON AND ASSOCI ATES - EVEN NG

It's after hours and ANDREA LIFTON, 35, five-foot-six, wth
a fair conpl exion and reddi sh-brown hair, who's notorious as
one of the nost out-spoken and best dressed attorneys, is
sitting on a | eather couch sipping wwne wth Julie Bulla.
They are natives of Los Angel es, who both received their Law
degrees from Stanford University.

Julie was hired as a junior associate by Andrea six nonths
ago after Julie won a nmurder case in East LA when she was a
public defender. Since then Andrea has taken Julie under her
wi ng and provided Julie with sone of her |egal expertise.

ANDREA
Listen, Julie, | think you' re doing
a good job as our new associ at e,
but I think you can do better.

JULI E
I"'mall ears. Tell nme what it is
that will help ne toward becom ng
an effective | awer.

ANDREA
Alright, but first let's be candid
wi th each other--tell ne when was
the last tinme you got laid?

JULI E
VWhat? Well, to be honest, it's been
a while. Does it show?
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After spilling a few drops of w ne on her blouse, Julie
stays attentive as Andrea | ooks into her wi dened brown eyes.

ANDREA
If it's been over a year or two, |
recommend you get back on that
horse and ride it high

JULI E
K, well, just so happens that |I'm
going to my high school reunion
next weekend, and | probably wl|
be connecting with an ol d boyfriend
while I'mthere.

Andrea reaches for the bottle of chardonnay and pours nore
wine into Julie's glass.

ANDREA
Sounds |like a good start. | would
just like to see you let go of
yoursel f, and hopefully, you'll be

able to | oosen up nore during your
next big court performance. You
catch ny drift?

JULI E
Sure, | mean, whatever it takes.
You can count on ne.

Andrea goes to another part of the roomwhile Julie stares
at the sunset through the wi ndow and wonders to herself-

JULIE (CONT' D V.Q)
What the hell I'm1 getting nyself
into next?

| NT. STARBUCK' S COFFEEHOUSE | N WESTWOOD VI LLAGE - DAY

The early norning crowd is shuffling into the popul ar pl ace
| ocated on a busy corner; Mm's at the counter with ERI C,
26, barista, tan and tall, for a quick to-go fix before
clocking in at the I1CU at the UCLA Medi cal Center.

ERI C
H Mm, what would you like this
nor ni ng?

MM
H Eric, I'd |ike a venti decaf
| atte pl ease.

ERI C
Com ng up and shouldn't be too |ong
of a wait.

She gives hima NOD and snmiles after paying, then she takes
a seat at a table near the pickup counter. A couple of
mnutes later, in walks RICK, 29, a close friend of Janes;
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he's in at-shirt with dark hair, and is five-foot-ten.

After getting in line, he | ooks around and notices Mm . He
slowmy wal ks over to greet her.

Rl CK
H Mm, haven't seen you here in a
whi | e. How you doi ng?

MM
| m okay, thanks.

Rl CK
Listen, Mm, you know Janes and |
are good friends, and | think you
shoul d know that he's so sorry
about what happened on your date.

MM
Wel |, he has nmy nunber, and he can
call nme anytine to tell ne that.

ERI C

Mm, venti decaf latte.
MM

Excuse ne, Rick. | need to go.
Rl CK

Oh, sure, and have a nice day.

Looki ng dazed and confused, Rick watches M m pick up her
|atte and wal k out the door.

EXT. CENTRAL ART GALLERY NEAR THE SANTEE ALLEY - DAY

It's fairly warmin the early norning, and Joen, dressed in
a tailored blazer and jeans, is getting out of her parked
Range Rover.

She wal ks around slowy in awe while |ooking up at a series
of nmurals painted across the entire length of the brick
wal I s of the industrial buildings, on both sides of the w de
city block alley in the outskirts of the Fashion district.

Wi |l e passing by a couple of dunpsters overflowing with
trash, Joen stops to gaze up at a pair of tied together
tenni s shoes hangi ng over a power |line, and then an
automatic electric gate opens beside her.

Patrice, dressed in shorts and a tied head bandana, energes
past the gate appearing like a rebel artist out to change
the world. She clinbs up a rolling scaffold | eaned agai nst
the wall, then takes one of the cans of paint and shakes it,
whi | e unaware of Joen's presence on the ground. Joen YELL
QUT to Patrice, who turns around and | ooks at Joen.

JCEN
Patrice, cone on down.
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PATRI CE
My God, Joen, | see you found the
pl ace.

She hops down fromthe scaffold to nmeet Joen on the ground.

JCEN
Yes, and |'mamazed. |Is all of this
your art work?

After Patrice hugs Joen, she points at the two-story high
and over fifty-foot-long area of wall wth her abstract
designed mural in front of them

PATRI CE
Yes, this is what |'ve been working
on for the last two nonths. (beat)
Let me show you around.

JCEN
VWhere do we start? It's so nassi ve.

PATRI CE
Cnon let's take a walk, and "1
give you a little tour.

Wil e view ng sonme of the nurals by other artists, Patricia
and Joen end up at the entry of the Central Art Gallery
where they bunp into DUSTIN, 29, the art curator and

H spani c native of LA--his casual dress of levis and a white
button-down shirt gives hima rel axed | ook, yet his
six-foot-two height and lean built alludes himwith a
commandi ng appear ance.

PATRI CE ( CONT' D)
Hey Dustin, | want to introduce you
to my good friend, Joen Goneda--we
bot h graduated fromthe Fashion
Institute some tine back

DUSTI N
H Joen, it's nice to neet you. So,
how do you feel about our Central
out door gallery?

JCEN
H Dustin, |I think it's phenonenal .
Patrice tells nme that besides you
being curator, both of you are
spear headi ng this project.

DUSTI N
Yes, it's a passion of mne that
|"ve been nuturing with the help of
Patrice and several other artists
over the last year. (beat) How
about yourself? Do you work in the
art worl d?
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JCEN
| run an interior design conpany
and recently started a nodest
furniture product line wwth Crate &
Barrel .

DUSTI N
" minpressed. Maybe you'd like to
take a |l ook inside our art gallery
wor kshop a little later. If you
have tine, | can show you sone of
ny woodwor k desi gns.

JCEN
Oh, 1'd love to.

PATRI CE
K, Joen, we'll go in after we
finish our little tour.

DUSTI N
Yes, Joen, conme on in whenever you
like. 1'lIl be here nost of the day.

They wave bye to each other, then Patrice escorts Joen back
to her painted nural still in progress. Both of themtake
turns shooting i phone photos of each other.

Then Patrice points out the scattered trash and used up cans
of spray paint |eft behind by of the honel ess and
territorial taggers. Joen shakes her head, then she rushes
back to her car to retrieve a box of several cans of spray
pai nt. She opens her trunk, and then hands it to Patrice.

JCEN
| alnobst forgot; | brought sone
| eftover paint that 1've had in
storage. | thought you could use
t hese now.

PATRI CE
How nice! Al of us nmural artists
wel come donations. | think Dustin
forgot to nention that this is all
part of his non-profit.

JCEN
Li sten, Patrice, |'ve got to go
now, but I'd |love to cone back
soneday to see how your project is
com ng al ong.

PATRI CE
Sure, sure. I'll be working toward
conpl etion by sonetinme next nonth.
It sounds |ike a plan, and thank
you for the paints.
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JCEN
No problem By the way, Dustin
seens |like a really nice person

PATRI CE
Oh yeah, he's very dedi cat ed.
You' || see himagain next tinme you
cone out.

JCEN

That woul d be super. Well, bye for
now and hope to see again, Patrice

They give each other kisses on each other's cheeks.

PATRI CE
See ya, Joen, and be careful
driving out.

After Joen gets in her car, she gives Patrice a thunbs up
before driving away.

| NT. STARBUCK' S COFFEEHOUSE | N WESTWOCD VI LLAGE - DAY
It's an easy going norning at Starbucks, and Mm is seated

at a table drinking a latte as Janes enters. He approachs
t he counter, |ooks over at Mm, and then wal ks to her.

JAMES
H Mm, | was hoping I'd see you
here.

M M
H James. Oh, |'msure Rick told

you he bunped into nme here, right?

JAVES
Wl |, yeah, he nmentioned it, but
this is where we also first
me, r enenber ?

MM
O course, | remenber.

JAMES
| know our |ast date was sort of a
bumrer toward the end of the night,
and | just wanted to pay you back.

He places an envelope in front of her on the table, then she
opens the flap and peeks inside to see the cash. She then
| ooks at a couple at another table before glaring at Janes.

MM
Janes, please sit down.

After he sits down, she puts her hand on his arm
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MM
Is there anything el se that you
want to share with ne? | nean, a
burni ng desire or sonething?

JAVES
Mm, | think | told you that | had
a probl em and stopped dri nking,

remenber ?
MM
Yes, | remenber.
JAMES
Well, even though, | like you as a
person and enj oy your conpany, |'ve

been tal king over things with ny AA
sponsor |lately; And we both cane to
t he conclusion that |I should
concentrate on ny sobriety before
establishing a new rel ationship
wi t h soneone.

MM
Janmes, | get it, and | think
whoever your sponsor is, you should
foll ow his advice, OK?

JAVES
| knew that you'd understand.
Li sten, can we at |east renmin
friends?

MM
O course, not a problem and thank
you for paying back the |oan to ne.

JAVMES
And t hank you for com ng through
that night. | just didn't want you
to think I'"ma bum

MM
Janmes, don't ever think of yourself
in that way. |I'msure, over tine,

your green light will cone--just
keep the faith.

JAVES
Thank you, Mm, and | guess this
is bye for now.
He stands up and | ooks down at her.

MM
Bye, Janes.

She slowy SI GHS whil e watching himwal k out the door, then
she SPEAKS SOFTLY TO HERSELF.
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MM (CONT' D)
C est la vive.

EXT. DTLA YMCA - ON THE STREET - DAY

Toward the end of the week, it's time for another group
session. Joen and Mm had just parked their cars on the
street near the YMCA, and Mm is running toward Joen.

MM
H Joen, wait up

JCEN
Oh, hi! What's up, Mm?

MM
|"'mso glad to see you again. Do |
have a lot to tell you

JCEN
Let nme guess; you and Janes got
back together again?

Mm starts to catch her breath, and then gives Joen the
| owdown as they walk forward toward the entry.

MM
Well, not exactly, but you were
ri ght about giving hi manother
chance. | nmean, to at least let him
tell me his side of the story.

JCEN
Uh hum which is?

M M
It m ght seem conplicated, but it's
really rather sinple. He broke it
off with nme because he wanted to
prioritize his sobriety over diving
into a new rel ati onshi p.

JCEN
Jesus, Mm! Are you sone sort of
saint?
MM
No, really! He paid ne back and
asked me if we could still be
friends. So, | accepted the cash
and his offer to stay friends.
JCEN
K, so you didn't have to
eighty-six himafter all. Sounds a

little like a win-win, don't you
t hi nk?
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MM
Yeah, how about that. OCh, hey, |
feel like I'm over nonopoli zing.
(beat) So, how was your week?

JCEN
| felt alittle electricity with
sonmeone new, but maybe it's too
soon to tell. Let's gointo join
the other, and then we can talk
about it later.

MM
Oh, by the way, |'ve got an extra

concert ticket for the Dave
Mat t hews Band at Cyrpto.com Arena.
Wul d you like to go?

JCEN
Hel | yeah! When?

MM
Thi s weekend.

JCEN
|"mthere, and I know of a great
hotel nearby to stay at afterwards.

I NT. DTLA YMCA - CAREG VER S SUPPORT GROUP MEETI NG - DAY

Joen wal ks ahead to open the door for her. There's nore of a
spring in Mm's step while she waves to a few ot her nenbers
at the neeting before she finds a seat.

I NT. JOEN S RANGE ROVER - MOVI NG - DUSK

After the neeting, Joen is driving on the 10 Freeway on her
way hone, and while on the overpass wth a bird' s eye view
of the Central Art Gallery, she notices a visible bellow ng
of snoke. She takes the off-ranp exit to get a closer | ook,
then calls Patrice on her cell phone.

JCEN
H Patrice, it's Joen. (beat)
There's a small fire close to your
mural site. Better call the fire
departnment to conme check it out.

PATRICE (O.S.)
Oh ny God, are you over there now?

JCEN
Well, | was driving by on the 10
and saw snoke, so | just pulled off

the exit and,
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PATRICE (O.S.)
Li sten, Joen, please get out of
there now. It's not safe around
there at night. 1'Il call 911, then
['"lIl call Dustin to tell himto
check it out.

JCEN
X, | know what you nean; it's
pretty edgy. 1'll get on the
freeway and go hone.

PATRICE (O.S.)
Yeah, and drive safely. I'Il give
you a call a little later, alright?

JCEN
X

After hanging up, she drives toward the cl osest on-ranp, and
her eyes dart back and forth as a couple of young nen in
dark hoodies cross the dimy lit street in front of her.

INT. JOEN S H G+ RI SE CONDO - HALLWAY ON HER FLOOR - NI GHT

Joen is shaking a little Iike a | eaf, since driving away
fromthe fire scene that she spotted. As she gets off the
el evator and wal ks toward her unit, the cell phone in the
pocket of her blazer RINGS, and she answers it.

PATRICE (O.S.)
Joen! Are you OK? Did you nake it
hone, alright?

JCEN
Yes, | was just getting hone, and
I"'mfine. Were you able to get hold
of Dustin to tell himabout the
fire next to your nural ?

PATRICE (O.S.)
OCh, Joen! | can't believe how you
put yourself in danger by driving
over there on your own tonight, and
nei ther can Dustin. | got hold of
himright away, and he called 911

JCEN
Oh, thank goodness. Make sure you
tell himthat |I'mjust fine.

PATRICE (O.S.)
|"mjust glad you made it out of
there wi thout being harnmed. Hey, |
| ove you Joen, and | never want to
see you get hurt. You got that?
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JCEN
| hear you | oud and clear, and the
feeling's nutual. 1'mso glad we

got together again, and | think we
shoul d keep | ooking out for one
anot her from now on.

PATRICE (O.S.)
Thank you, Joen. It's obvious that
we have each other's backs. You can
rest easy now, and have a good
ni ght .

JCEN
No problem Good-night, Patrice.

After Joen hangs up, she unl ocks and opens her door, then
she blows a long strand of her hair off her forehead before
she wal ks into her exquisitely furni shed condo.

I NT. JOEN S CONDO - LI VING DI NI NG ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Upon entering, she kicks off her heels and drops her heavy
hand bag on the dining roomtable, then she heads straight
for the bathroom

I NT. JOEN S CONDO - BATHROOM - CONTI NUOUS

Wil e getting undressed, she |ooks at the glorious view of
the city lights fromthe w ndow and reflects on how nuch her
cl ose friends nean to her as she SPEAKS ALOUD

JCEN
How far should | go when it cones
to nmy friends? (beat) Who knows? |
just hope this weekend with M m
won't be full of crazy drama, |ike
t oni ght.

She hops in the shower and as the steady stream of warm
water flows over her body, her tightened nuscles begin to
rel ax, and she smles while closing her eyes.

I NT. JOEN' S CONDO - LIVING DI NI NG ROOM - MORNI NG
Wiile sitting at the counter and having a cup of coffee,

Joen | ooks at her file organizer next to her opened | aptop,
She answers her phone after it RINGS

JCEN
Hel | 0?
MM (OS.)
H Joen, how are you doing? | just

called to rem nd you about the
concert this weekend.
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JCEN
H Mm, | was just having ny
coffee and can't wait. By the way,
| made a reservation for a room at
Hot el Figueroa for this Saturday.
We can check in anytinme after two,
oK?

MM (OS.)
Heard that place is phenonenal.
Listen, I'mjust |eaving for work,
but I know we'll have an amazi ng
girls' right out. Thanks Joen and
see you | ater

JCEN
No problem Bye, Mm.

After hanging up, Joen opens her email to the reservation
confirmation fromHotel Figueroa that display a graphic of
FI VE STARS and the bold font caption, "One of the Top Three
Hotel s in Downtown LA."

FLASHBACK | NT. A ONE- BEDROOM APARTMENT - DAY

After Joan cl oses her eyes, she thinks back to when she was
ni ne-years-old. She and JOEN S MOTHER, 33, and her younger
sister had just noved into a run-down area of Boyle Heights
after her father had died.

JCEN S MOTHER
| know Daddy can't be here with us
right now, but don't worry girls;
we'll be all right as long as we
stick together and watch out for
one anot her--and your Daddy w ||
still be | ooking over us, too.

END OF FLASHBACK BACK TO PRESENT DAY
I NT. JOEN S CONDO - LIVING DI Nl NG ROOM - MORNI NG

Joen opens her eyes then calls her nother. After TWO RINGS a
RECORDED MESSAGE cones on, followed by a BEEP

RECORDED MESSAGE (V. Q)
No one is available to take your
call right now Please |eave a
nmessage after the beep-

JCEN
H Mm just called to see how
you're com ng al ong since your |ast
cheno treatnment and that I'Il be by
soon to check in on you. Love you.
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| NT. HOTEL FI GUEROA - LOBBY - NI GHT

It's a big night for Julie, dressed in a slinky red dress
who rushed in the hotel |obby that could pass for a novie
set straight out of Casablanca after |eaving her high school
ten-year reunion. She VERBALLY COAXS herself as she heads
for the el evator.

JULI E
X, Julie, calmdown. He said he'd
be up as soon as he could. (beat)
So nove your ass.

| NT. HOTEL ROOM - CONTI NUCUS

After opening the door, Julie jolts in and quickly swtches
on eclectronic candles, and then slides her red, white, and
bl ue hi gh school yearbook onto a circular table next to a
W ng-chair.

When there's a KNOCK on the door, she pushes her rol odex

| abel ed, "Legal Beagle Contacts,” behind the bedside table
phone. Julie opens the door to MKE FAI RCLOTH, 28, her old
flame fromGarfield H gh. He's bluff as ever, standing
six-feet-tall with browm hair in a tailored suit and tie.

JULI E
H Mke, I"'mso glad you nmade it.
Pl ease come in.

Wth a boyish smle, he bows his head as he enters.

M KE
H Julie. Wowl Ni ce room

She puts her hands in his as he lightly kisses her cheek.

JULI E
Oh, and thanks for comng up to
sign ny year book

After closing the door, she guides himby the armto the
circular table, and then he opens the yearbook to the C ass
of Seniors section with the page showi ng her portrait photo.

M KE
| feel so weird about not witing
sonet hing in your yearbook back
when we graduat ed.

JULI E
No foul on your part, M ke.
Renmenber how | graduated early and
went to Northern California.

M KE
That's right. It was around New
Year's Eve, and you broke ny heart
back then
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She pulls himby his armaway fromtable, and then they both
| and side by side sitting on the side of the bed.

JULI E
Whoa! Don't you think we should
play a little catch-up now?

M KE
K, why not? First, please excuse
me while | use the restroom

JULI E
O course, be ny guest.

After standing up, Mke |ooks into her brown eyes.

M KE
Be right back, | prom se.

After he enters the bathroom Julie turns on PANDORA MUSI C
and lowers the lights with the wall dimer switch. She tilts
her head to one side when hearing A FEW MOANS com ng from

t he bat hroom

After she pours two glasses of wine on the table, M ke opens
t he door and heads back to sit on the side of the bed. She
gives hima glass of wine, and then she gestures a toast
with her glass before they click glasses and take a dri nk.

JULI E
Here's to love, |life, and success.

M KE
Very well said. (beat) Now, | know
you becane a | awyer, correct?

JULI E
Yes, see the rol odex over there;
that's been ny significant other
for sone tinme. And | hear you've
been very successful running your
famly's contracting business.

After he places her glass on the table, he stars down at his
dad's Masonic Tie Cip that he was wearing. She puts her

gl ass down next to his, noves closer to him and then starts
touchi ng his chest.

JULI E (CONT' D)
Oh, M ke, you nust know how much
you turn me on.

Wi | e kissing him she noves her hand down to his crotch
When she begins to rub his erecting penis, he lets out a
LOUD YELP, clenches up, and then pulls away.
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M KE
Hey, I"'msorry, but | can't.
Believe nme, Julie, you're amazing.
It's just, | had a circuntision two
weeks ago.

JULI E

What ? On, wow Wy now?
M ke rolls his eyes while he continues to speak.

M KE
Hey, if | were born a Fairstein
instead of a Faircloth, none of
t hi s woul d be happeni ng.

Julie's nouth is gapping hal f-open as she listens.

M KE ( CONT' D)
My dad died a nonth ago. He had
peni |l e cancer that spread to his
liver. H's doctor told us that
because Dad was ol der
unci rcuncti sed, and a snoker, he was
predi sposed to that cancer. (beat)
My nom begged ne to get
ci rcuncti sed

JULI E
Jesus, Mke! She's right--you're
her only sone, and she adores you.

M KE
| had to do it for her and Dad.
Julie, you're irresistible, but ny
doctor told nme, no sex for six
weeks. I'mtruly sorry, and you
must know |'ve al ways | oved you.

Julie straightens up on the side of the bed and attenpts to
lighten up the situation and to change the nood.

JULI E
Say, |'mstarving. Want a taco?

M KE
Sure, the rubber chicken from our
class reunion didn't really go down
too well.

She gets up, stunbles toward the phone, then dials room
service and speaks to the clerk at the desk.

JULI E
Hi, can you please bring up two of
your tacos to ny roonf

Juli e pauses before she finishes her order.
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JULI E
Oh, and make that one soft and one
hard, thank you

| NT. HOTEL FI GUEROA - DESK LOBBY - DAY

Julie is standing next to the PRETTY CLERK, 25, dressed in a
navy blue bl azer behind to desk.

PRETTY CLERK
| hope your stay was pl easant.

Julie smles and NODS as she thinks to herself.

JULIE (V.Q)
Yeah, it was a frickin' disaster.

After checking out, she rolls a carry-on luggage through the
red-tiled lobby filled with Persian rugs and | arge potted
pal ns, then she wanders into the hotel's pool side patio.

EXT. HOTEL FI GUEROA - POOLSI DE PATI O & BAR - DAY

After plogging down in a soft |eather patio chair in the
shade, Julie calls Andrea on her cell phone.

ANDREA (Q.S.)
Hel | 0?

JULI E
H Andr ea.

ANDREA (Q. S.)
Well, Julie, I'mguessing you got
| ucky this weekend.

JULI E
Oh, that! Al | can say is that it
was an interesting evening with no
foul and no harm

ANDREA (Q.S.)
So, that nmeans you still need to
get laid, right?

JULI E
Oh, yeah, eventually.

Jul i e exhanges chuckles with Andrea before getting serious.

JULI E (CONT' D)
Li sten, are you anywhere near Hot el
Fi gueroa, right now?

ANDREA (Q.S.)
Well, just so happens, |I'mnot too
far fromthere. Wat's up?
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JULI E
How about joining nme for a drink?
| f you have the tinme, | could use

sonme sound advi ce about one of ny
| egal cases that's becomng a
handf ul .

ANDREA (Q.S.)
Hey, do the bartenders over there
still serve up a nmean Bl oody Mary?

JULI E
Is the Pope Italian?

ANDREA (O S.)
"1l be right over.

JULI E
CK, see you soon.

After Julie hangs up, she puts on her sunglasses and waves
to a SERVER, 22, wearing a white blouse and black skirt.

JULI E ( CONT' D)
H there, can you bring over two
bl oody marys. My guest is on her
way so there's no hurry.

SERVER
Sure, no problem 1'Il be back a
little ater with your drinks.

The server then wal ks past the coffin-shaped pool.
EXT. HOTEL FI GUEROA - POOLSI DE JACUZZI - DAY

Wiile Mm and Joen are drinking m nosas and soaking in the
Jacuzzi, the server approaches them

SERVER
Excuse ne, would you | adies |ike
anot her round?

Joen | ooks at Mm, who SHAKES her head, NO

JCEN
Oh, no thank you. | think you can
cl ose us out.

After the server |eaves, Mm LAUGHS as she shows Joen her
wat er - soaked fi ngers.

MM
Hey Joen. Take a | ook at ny
fingers; they |ook |ike prunes.
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JCEN
Yeah, | remmber that | ook when
was a kid that never wanted to get
out of the public pool.

MM
Boy, wasn't that a fantasic encore
performance the Dave Matthews Band
gave as a tribute to their
saxophone player that died ten
years ago?

JCEN
My God, it was so noving, but then
again, their nenbers are all so

sensitive.

MM
Joen, I"'mso glad we did this
together. | can't tell you how nuch

your friendship neans to ne.

Joen pats Mm's shoulder. Then as she stood up in the
Jacuzzi, her bronze conplexion in a white bikini gave her
t he appearance of Venus de MIlo in a crinson shell.

JCEN
It's about tine to check out, so
let's get going, Mm.

They wap thenselves in plush hotel towels that are |ying on
| ounge chairs before wal king toward the garden pati o bar
where Julie is sitting.

JULI E
Mm?
MM
Julie, hi! Wat are you doi ng here?
JULI E
Well, | should ask you the sane
guesti on.
MM

| believe | asked you first.

Everyone starts to G GGLE just as the server dropped off two
Bl oody Marys on Julie's table. And Julie squirns sonewhat in
her chair.

JULI E
| met soneone here fromny high
school reuni on.

MM
Oh, I'd like to introduce you to ny
friend, Joen Goneda. (beat) Joen,

( MORE)
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MM (cont'd)
this is Julie Bulla. W go to the
sanme hair sal on

Joen extends out her hand to Julie before shaking hands.

JCEN
It's nice to neet you

JULI E
Nice to nmeet you too. (beat) Julie,
it's rather nice to see you again
but under different circunstances.

MM
Yes, isn't it? So, howdid it go
with this guy fromyour high schoo
reuni on?

At that nonent, Andrea, dressed in an off-white Chanel
dresssuit, arrives, and then sits next to Julie.

ANDREA
H Julie, traffic was awful. So,
what's goi ng on?

Andrea | ooks parched for a drink during introductions.

JULI E
H Andrea. This is Mm and her
friend, Joen. They were just
| eavi ng.

ANDREA
Any friends of Julie's are friends
of mne. So nice to neet you both.

MM / JOEN
Nice to nmeet you

MM
Well, enjoy and | hope to see you
next tinme at Stephanie's studio,

Julie.

Andrea checks themout as Mm and Joen are wal ki ng away
toward the | obby.

ANDREA
| had no idea you had so many cute
girl friends.

JULI E
More |ike acquaintances. It just so
happens, | bunp into the nost
attractive people at the place
where | get ny hair cut. You m ght
want to check it out sonetine.
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ANDREA
| just may take you up on that.

JULI E
Hey, glad you nmade it. Before we
take a sip, let's nmake a toast.

ANDREA
Sure, what shall we toast to?

JULI E
How about to Lifton and Associ ates
Law O fice. (beat) On, and here's
tolife and the pursuit of
happi ness.

ANDREA
Her e, here!

They raise and CLICK their gl asses of Bl oody Marys together
before taking a savory sip.

INT. MM AND JOEN S HOTEL ROOM - DAY

M m was dressed and sitting on the bed fixing her hair
whil e Joen had been out of the shower and was nearly
dr essed.

JCEN
Are you all packed?

MM
Just about. How about you?

JCEN
Need to pack ny hair dryer and a
few ot her things fromthe bathroom
and that should do it.

MM
Know sonet hi ng? |' m consi dering
going to Envy Studio to have ny
dr eadl ocks taken out.

JCEN
Ww, that woul d be sonething. Wy?

MM
Oh, | don't know? | just think it's
time for a change.

Wth a puzzled | ook, Joen picks up her bag, opens the door,
and then Mm follows behind Joen.

JCEN
Tell you what; why don't you let ne
know when you go, and I'Il join

you. |I'moverdue for a trim
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MM
Yeah, sure thing.

| NT. HALLWAY OF HOTEL ROOM - CONTI NUOUS
Joen and M m are wal king toward the el evator.

MM (CONT' D)
Joen, | gotta say, you really cane
up with an amazing place for us to
spend the night.

JCEN
After last night's great concert at
the Cyrpto.com Arena, | figured
this hotel would be a fitting place
for us.

| NT. HOTEL FI GUEROA LOBBY - DAY

They proceed to wal k through the high-ceiling | obby after
getting off the el evator.

EXT. HOTEL FI GUEROA STREET LEVEL PARKI NG LOT - DAY

JCEN
How about sone breakfast?

MM
Sure, why not? (beat) On,
| ook--there's the Pantry on the
cor ner.

JCEN
G eat, let ne open the back of ny
Rover and throw in our bags first.
It's been ages since |'ve been at
the Pantry. Let's go-

EXT. THE PANTRY RESTAURANT - DAY

It was a short walk fromJoen's car to the Pantry across the
street, and the Iine was noving along as Joen and Mm joins
in behind the other custoners.

MM
This is so much nore enjoyabl e than
nmy date with Janmes in Holl ywood,
when we stood in line at the Laugh
Factory, and then spent what felt
like an eternity trying to find his
t oned BMW

Joen LAUGHS, and then openly BLURTS QUT.

JCEN
Thank God, you survied and that he
rei nbused you for the noney you
gave him
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MM
Don't know if I'Il ever hook up
wi th soneone that doesn't end up in
a fiasco after a couple of dates.
(beat) Joen, you seemto have it
all together. So, how s your |ove
life been lately?

JCEN
Oh, c¢'nmon, nobody gets past first
or second base after one or two
dates without a few speed bunps.
Let me tell you sonething, it's a
crap shoot nost of the tine.

MM
Tell me about it.

As they get closer to the entrance, Joen WH SPERS to M m .

JCEN
You just can't always judge a book
by its cover when it cones to
finding the person of your dreans.

MM
Yeah, |'m beginning to see what you
mean. | w sh dating could be nore

like two girlfriends going out to
have a good tine together.

The HOSTESS, 35, opens the door and speaks to Joen.

HOSTESS
How many in your party?
JCEN
Only two.
HOSTESS

Ri ght this way, please.

The hostess | eads themthrough the packed restaurant and to
a booth next to a wi ndow overl ooking the street and
sidewal k, full of people passing by.

JCEN
Hey, forget about it. W can pick
up where we left off later.

MM
Yeah, I'mstarving. Can't wait to
eat .

JCEN

Me t oo.
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EXT. HOTEL FI GUEROA STREET LEVEL PARKI NG LOT - DAY

Julie is loading her luggage into the trunk of her silver VW
BUG whi | e Andrea stands by and wraps up their |egal talk.

ANDREA
Listen, Julie, | know you asked ne
to give you sone of ny assistance,
but I nust tell you what you really
need is an over-all nmakeover in
order to win back your client's
freedom

As Andrea carries on, Julie's buzz was wearing off.

JULI E
Oh, yeah, then go ahead and
enlighten nme. Pray, tell.

ANDREA
This is no joke. When you're in
court presenting you evidence, you
need to stop getting behind the
ei ght ball and put nore spin on
your serve

JULI E
VWhat evi dence?

ANDREA
That's what | mean. You better get
the hell out there, and shake it up
in order to gather whatever
evi dence you can.

Amdrea starts to RAlI SE HER VA CE

ANDREA
-And present it before that hard
ass prosecutor slans you down.

JULI E
God damm it! | know you're right.

ANDREA
You shoul d be sticking |ike glue to
t he detective in charge of the
case. I"'msure he's all over nurder
gangl and and finding nore | eads
t han you can shake a stick at.

Julie opens her door as a light bulb turns on in her head.

JULI E
Yeah, |'ve gotta get Detective
Rodriguez to give nme nore inside
i nformati on of what's going on out
t here.
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After Julie gets into her car, Andrea |eaves her with
anot her dangling detail.

ANDREA
Al so, we have to get you into a
nore dress for success wardrobe,
and since you didn't score at you
ten-year reunion | ast night, you

still need to get laid.

JULI E
Don't worry, no nore reconnecting
with old flanes fromthe past. I'm

going to start out fresh with
sonmone new next tine. Thanks,
Andrea and see you in court next
week.

ANDREA
See you, Julie.

Andrea wal ks to her black Lincoln Continental as Julie pulls
out and drives away.

I NT. ENVY BEAUTY STUDI O - DAY

St ephani e, the owner of Envy, and her two hair sylists, Bleu
and LOREN, 22, petite, with short pink-tinted hair, are up
to their ear |obes with appointnents today. It's m d-week,
and the trendy CGoing-green salon offers half-off specials to
their clients.

NANCY CUDDEBACK, 50, is sitting in Stephanie's salon chair
with a black nylon drape over her and several curling rods
in her wet hair.

STEPHANI E
Nancy, how about anot her gl ass of
w ne before | get you seated under
the chair hair dryer?

NANCY
Sounds marvel ous, and how about a
Vogue nmagazine to top it off?

St ephani e goes to the back and fills the glass with white

wi ne, and then passes by Bleu and Loren, who are cutting and
bl ow-drying their client's hair, before she drops off the
magazi ne and wi ne next the a chair hair hair dryer against a
wal | . Stephanie returns to Nancy and starts putting cottom
in Nancy's ears and around her hair line.

STEPHANI E
So tell nme, how s your beautiful
daughter Gail doing |ately.



NANCY
Oh, I"'msorry to say that things
haven't been working out in her
marri age. She and David are
separated. Apparently, he turned
out to be a player. He's been
cheating on her.

STEPHANI E
Oh, wow. How can that happen to
such a lovely girl like Gail? |

can't believe it.

At that noment, one of Nancy's old friends, PATTY, 50,

sl ender build, in a conservative dress, conmes up from behind

and taps Nancy on the shoul der.

NANCY
Ch ny God, Patty, it's been a
while. W've got to talk later

Patty smles and NODS as she wal ks over to find a chair in

the waiting area.

After Stephanie finishes putting cotton in Nancy's ears,

SHOUTS QUT to Nancy.

STEPHANI E
Now, let's get you under that hair
dryer.

Nancy settles in under the hooded hair dryer with her

magazi ne and gl ass of wine off to the side.

she

As Stephanies wal ks toward the front, Mm and Joen walk in

the front door.

STEPHANI E ( CONT' D)
H Mm, good timng. |I think | can
get you seated in a mnute or so,
xX?

MM
Fantastic, believe ne when | say
this is a big day for ne. | finally
deci ded to take out my dreadl ocks.

Mm turns to face Joen, and then Stephanie, who's grinning

fromear to ear

MM (CONT' D)
Stephanie, this is nmy good friend,
Joen CGoneda. She'll be here while
you work on ny hair.

STEPHANI E
H Joen and wel cone. You're so
sweet to give Mm your support.
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JCEN
H and it's nice to neet you.
Listen, I'Il just be sitting

sonmewher e nearby and prom se not to
be in your way.

STEPHANI E
Oh, no problem Just so you're
aware, this can take quite a few
hours, but we'll break it up into a
few sections at a tine.

St ephani e wal ks to her salon station and pulls out a drape.

Joen pulls out her iphone from her Versace handbag and taps
on the videotape node.

STEPHANI E ( CONT' D)
K, Mmnm, c'non over.

M m faces Joen before wal king to Stephanie's salon chair.

MM
Here goes nothing. Hey Joen, if you
vi deot ape any of this, please don't
upload it on YouTube.

JCEN
Cross ny heart. Relax M m .
Everything wll be all right.
Qovi ously, you're in good hands.

As soon as Mn sits down in the salon chair, she | ooks over
at Nancy, who's reading a nmagazi ne and si pping w ne.

MM
Steph, isn't that Nancy Cuddeback
over there?

STEPHANI E
Oh yeah, | just gave her a perm
and she'll be under that hood dryer

f or sonepine before | renove al
the curling rods.

M m gives a quick wave to Nancy, and then she waves back.

MM
Cee, | haven't seen her since she
took an early retirenment fromthe
medi cal center

STEPHANI E
Oh yeah, | forgot you worked
t oget her.

As Stephanie puts a drape over Mm, Nancy's daughter, GAIL
CURRY, 21, with long light brown hair, wearing a Roxy
t-shirt, charges through the front door and wal ks directly
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up to Stephanie.

GAI L
H Steph, is ny nom here?

STEPHANI E
Ch, hi Gail. Yeah, she's sort of
occupi ed under that hair dryer

In a New York mi nute, she dashes over to her nother's side,
t hen nudges her.

GAI L
Hey Mom | really have to talk to
you.

After Nancy finishes a sip of wne, she pulls her eyes from
the fashion ads, grimances, and points to one of her ears.

Then, Patty conmes from behind and taps Gail's shoul der.

PATTY
Oh ny, is that you Gail? You sure
have grown into a real beauty.

While Patty gives Nancy a thunbs-up, Nancy conti nues
grimaci ng and awkwardly shaki ng her head under the hair
dryer.

Gail tightly presses her |ips together, then SOUNDS-CFF to
Patty.

GAl L
Pl ease, no offense, but all | want
right nowis to talk to nmy nom

St ephani e steps over and faces Gil in front of Nancy.

STEPHANI E
Oh, sweetie, I'msorry, but she
can't hear you under that hood hair
dryer, with all the cotton I put in
her ears.

Gai |l gazes down at Nancy then YELLS OQUT to her.

GAl L
God damm it, Mther! |I'm pregnant.

After a brief silence, everyone in the salon started swaying
around and LAUGHI NG wi th excitenent. Then Stephanie pops
open the hair dryer hood and SHOUTS to Nancy.

STEPHANI E
Nancy, You're going to be a
gr andna.

Patty gets up to Nancy and pulls the cotton from her ears.
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PATTY
Gail's going to have a baby. I'm
overjoyed for both of you.

GAl L
| just came fromthe doctor's
office, and Mom |I'mreally going
to need your help because | can't
have this baby by nyself.

Bot h not her and daughter had tears rolling down their cheeks
as Nancy stands up and enbraces Gail. Then she places Gail's
face in her hands.

NANCY
Don't worry, sweetheart. |I'Ill be
right there with you and the baby
every step of the way.

The other stylists hug each other as Bl eu SPEAKS | NTO
LOREN S EAR

BLEU
Ch, Mama Ma. Isn't life a
beauti ful thing!

M m gets up, wal ks over to Nancy, and lightly rubs Nancy's
back.

MM
Oh, Nancy, please let nme know if
there's anything I can do. |I'mhere

anytinme you need ny hel p.

Then Mm turns around to see that Joen is videotaping the
whol e scene.

MM (CONT' D)
Oh ny God! This is unbelievable.

JCEN
It sure as hell is!

Joen NODS as she stops vi deot appi ng.
EXT. ENVY BEAUTY STUDI O - CONTI NUOUS
Andrea pulls into a diagonal parking space right in front of
Envy in her Lincoln Continental next to a | ate-nodel RED
JETTA with license plates GAIL LA Then SPEAKS ALOUD
ANDREA

Hum this nust be the place. M ght

as well go in and check it out.
| NT. ENVY BEAUTY STUDI O - CONTI NUOUS

After stepping inside, Andrea jerks her head back and forth
whi | e observing the chaos of everyone CRYI NG SHOUNTI NG and
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danci ng around. Then she CALLS Julie on her cell phone.

JULIE (O S.)
Hel | 0?

ANDREA
Hey Julie, what did you say the
name of that hair studi o was?

JULIE (O S.)
Envy Beauty Studi o, why?
ANDREA
OCh, nothing. | just wanted to nmake

sure, that's all.

EXT. ENVY BEAUTY STUDI O - CONTI NUOUS

As Andrea hangs up and wal ks back outside onto the sidewal k,

she thinks to herself.

ANDREA (V. Q)
VWhat a trip.

When Gail runs outside, Andrea notices her |ooking at her

license plate 'LI FTON LAW as she goes to her

GAI L
Are you a | awer?

ANDREA
Yes, and are you Gailla? Do you
need a | awyer?

GAl L
My nane's Gail Curry. | need a
di vorce, and |I'mgoing to have a
baby.

ANDREA
Here's ny card. (beat) |I'm Andrea
Lifton. Call ne when you're ready
to sit down to discuss it.

Gail takes the card after Andrea hands it to

GAI L
Thank you, it won't be | ong.

Andrea watches Gail get in her car, back up,
down the street as she thinks to herself-

ANDREA (V. Q)
Looks like ny |aw practice wll be

in high demand if | start taking on

di vorce cases along with crim nal
cases.

Red Jett
her.
and peel

a.

rubber
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SUPER: TWO WEEKS LATER
I NT. ENVY BEAUTY STUDI O - DAY

St ephani e' s standi ng above Andrea, who's sitting in a salon
chair while her hairstyle and weave touch-up is nearly done.

ANDREA
I"'mglad Julie referred ne to you
You do good hair, and as you nust
know, it's hard to find someone
that pays attention to detail when
it comes to hair.

STEPHANI E
Julie is a great person, and yeah,
hair just happens to be my passion.

ANDREA
| can't believe when | first
stopped in here, | nmet a girl that
was goi ng through a break-up with
her spouse. |'mjust glad I was
there before she decided to file
for divorce.

STEPHANI E
|"msure you're referring to Gail.
Well, 1've known her nother Nancy

for years. And | know that Nancy
wi |l stand behind Gail and support
her while she's becom ng a new nom

ANDREA
Yes, since |'ve taken on her
di vorce case, |'ve cone to believe
that Gail is a very strong wonan

and that she is a survivor

STEPHANI E
By the way, Nancy, the
grandma-to-be, and I will be
pl anni ng a baby shower for Gail.
Hope to put you on the guest |ist.
It's going to be here at Envy.

ANDREA
O course, 1'd love to attend al ong
with Julie. I'"msure she won't want

tomss it either.

STEPHANI E
Save the date. It'll be about 6
mont hs from now.

Andrea gives her a thunbs-up as she gets up fromthe chair
before wal king to the register. As she pays with a credit

card, her cell phone DINGS with a text nessage from Juli e:
"H Andrea, how s your schedule? I'mgoing out for a late
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nor ni ng br eakfast before wapping up a busy week. Care to
join me?

EXT. BREAKFAST BAR RESTAURANT - PATI O AREA - DAY

Julie signs her name on the clip board with a waiting |ist
at the hostess stand, then she sits down next to Andrea.

JULI E
So glad you could nmake it for
breakfast. There shouldn't be too
long of a wait.

ANDREA
Ch good, it's been one hell of a
week, and | plan on getting away
t hi s weekend.

JULI E
"1l be working through the
weekend. Andrea, how do career
| awyers do it? How can we find the
time to have a long-term
rel ati onship and start a famly?

ANDREA
Listen, |'ve been there, done that,
then | decided at one point it was
high tinme to nove on. Especially
when things in ny life didn't fal
into place as they should have.

JULI E
What do you mean?
ANDREA
Well, I'"msure you' ve heard that I

was married to a well-known judge
that's been serving in Superior
Court for several years. CQur

marri age survived for a few years,
but | realized he was not the one
for me, and our relationship ended
in an am cabl e divorce. Basically,
| was initially attracted to him
as a father figure, but later

fell in love with soneone closer to
nmy age and of the sane sex.

JULI E
Ww, | heard a little about you and
t he judge, but | didn't know about
t he ot her person that canme between
you and him

ANDREA
Yes, well, we've been discreet
about it, but now that we have been
( MORE)
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ANDREA (cont' d)
serious about planning a famly
t oget her, we've been gradually
comng out to our closest famly
menbers and friends.

JULI E
That sounds wonderful . When do both
of you plan on having a chil d?

ANDREA
Hopeful ly, very soon. Al nbst a year
ago, Suzanne and | underwent a few
procedures to procure and freeze
our eggs and had them stored for
future in vitro fertilization. W
may start the process anytine.

A HOSTESS, 25, wearing a black t-shirt with the breakfast
bar | ogo holding two nenus steps forward to announce | oudly.

HOSTESS
Julie, party of two.

| NT. BREAKFAST BAR RESTAURANT - DAY

After Julie and Andrea follow the hostess into the cafe,
they sit down at a booth.

HOSTESS ( CONT' D)
Oh, here comes your server

Their WAITER, 30, with bushy hair, wearing the sane
| ogoed- bl ack t-shirt, arrived with an order-pad and pen in
hi s pocket.

WAl TER
H |adies. Do you need a mnute or
do you know what you'd like to
order?

ANDREA
l"d like the G eek omette with
extra crispy hashbrowns.

JULI E
And 1'1l have your breakfast
hangover speci al .

VWAl TER
How do you take your eggs?

Julie | ooks up at the waiter with furrowed brows and a
slightly open nmouth while thinking to herself before giving
hi m a del ayed response.

JULIE (V.Q)
VWat the hell do you nmean? How do |
t ake what eggs?
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JULI E (CONT' D)
Oh, just over-easy, please.

After their waiter leaves, Julie junps right in to pick up
where their talk left off.

JULI E (CONT' D)
So Andrea, how did you ever survive
your divorce?

ANDREA
Believe me, it was a living hel
before | nmet Suzanne. You don't
even want to know what's out there
once you go back to being single

agai n.
JULI E
Real | y? Well, try ne.
ANDREA
Well, | suppose | should start from

t he beginning. My I awyer highly
recommended | join a support group
| ed by a specialized counsel or. So,
| started attendi ng divorce support
group weekly neetings close to
where | lived at the tine, in
Orange County.

JULI E
That sounds like a wise thing to
do.

ANDREA
Yes, well, | was just follow ng one

of ny | awyers protocols. He al so
informed ne that it would | ook good
to the judge who was overseei ng our
case. At any rate, the nane of the
t herapi st was Dr. Ji m Head, and
many of the nmenbers were greiving
over their spousal separations.

Their waiter quickly drop off their ordered plates.

VWAl TER
Enj oy.

JULI E / ANDREA
Thank you.

When the waiter wal ks away, they dig in while Andrea | eans
over the table and LOAERS HER VO CE as she conti nues.
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ANDREA
| really didn't agree with many of
Dr. Head's treatnent suggestions as
to how we should carry on with our

lives.

JULI E
VWhat were sone of his treatnenent
i deas?

ANDREA

No sex or starting any kind of
romantic relationship for a ful
year, for starters. But | did take
hi m up on one of his suggestions,
which was to find sone type of

di version by getting out a couple
times a nonth in order to ease up
on the grief of going through a

di vorce

JULI E
VWhat type of diversion did he
menti on?

ANDREA

To go out to conedy clubs, so

went to a couple of places. It
helped a little. I saw Richard
Lewi s as the headliner at the
Irvine I nprov and | aughed at one or
two of his jokes. | had no idea
that before he got clean, he'd get
so stoned, and then wake up with
wonren he had picked up the night
bef ore whose boob jobs rem nded him
of being at a Macy's Thanksgi vi ng
bal | oon par ade.

JULI E
Now, that's pretty funny.

ANDREA
One night | ventured away from a
conedy |ineup of unknowns in the
| ounge of a place called Gol den
Sails Hotel Resort in Seal Beach.
got bored, left, and then wal ked
into a bar club a block away call ed
Live Bait on Loynes Road.

JULI E
| can feel a bad situation com ng
on just by the sound of the nane of
the place. Was it a dive?
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ANDREA
It sure was, and it just so
happened to be | adies night, with
drinks practically at no charge.
But to top it off, I did one of the
nost hum liating things that was
really beneath ne at the tine.

JULI E

You nean you had a one-ni ght stand?
ANDREA

Wrsel | entered their booty

shaki ng cont est.

JULI E
| hope you weren't dressed in Coco
Chanel that night.

ANDREA
No, | was wearing a sunmer dress
from Banana Republic back then
Even so, | was still overdressed

for that rowdy crowd.

JULI E
Pl ease, I'mdying to know, did you
W n?

ANDREA

Hell no, with over half of those
shanks in cut-off Levi shorts and
owcut mdriff tops thrushing
their hips all over the place. They
were conpletely bending all the
rules in their quest to becone the
next crowned queen of booty

shaki ng.

Jul i e shakes her head, |ooks down at the rest of the runny

eggsa

t hen noves her plate forward on the table.

JULI E
Jesus, Andrea, you really have been
through a lot. That's one of ny
fears: if or when | decide to
marry, | pray that | don't go
t hrough a divorce |l ater

ANDREA
It's just the risk one takes when
one investing in someone special in
one's life.

Their waiter stops by, Andrea and Julie |l ook up at him
After his quick inquiry, Andrea |ooks at Julie before she

responds.
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WAl TER
How you | adi es doing? Can | get you
anyt hi ng el se?

ANDREA
| really have to get back to the
of fice.

JULI E

No t hanks. Pl ease cl ose us out.

WAl TER
Do you need take-out boxes?

Andrea shakes her head, no. Julie | ooks down at the
remai ni ng runny egg yol k fromthe breakfast special on her
pl ate, and then | ooks up at the waiter hovering over her.

JULI E
No, | don't believe so.

EXT. BREAKFAST BAR - PARKI NG AREA - DAY

After wal king out of the restaurant then into the parking
lot, they stop in front of Andrea's car, and Julie |ooks
over Andrea's hair.

JULI E
Ww, | see Stephanie did a great
weave on your hair.

ANDREA
Thank you. 1'mglad you referred
me. Looks like I'll be going back

to her whenever | need a touch up.

JULI E
No problem Andrea. Listen, I'mso
glad that we were able to get
toget her and have a little
woman-t o- woman di scussi on tine.

ANDREA
Me too. Soon, we nust do it again.

As Andrea gets into her car, she waves, and then Julie waves
back before getting into her silver VW Bug.

I NT. JULIE S CAR - CONTI NUOUS

Julie sits in her car, rolls down her w ndow, puts her keys
in the ignition, and then cl oses her eyes.

DREAM SEQUENCE: | NT. A DARKENED COURT ROOM

Julie and A TALL MYSTERI QUS MAN are nearly undressed in a
vacant courtroom He is on top of Julie, who is lying on a
defense table. They are in the mddle of having hot sex
whil e the OVERTURN OF RAVELO S BOLERO PLAYS ON.
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END OF DREAM SEQUENCE BACK TO SCENE
EXT. RESTAURANT PARKI NG LOT - CONTI NUOUS

An ATTRACTIVE WOMAN, 30, driving a yellow Volvo, pulls up
beside Julie's car and SHOUTS to Julie from her open w ndow.

ATTRACTI VE WOVAN
Excuse ne, but are you going to be
| eavi ng?

THE SOUND OF A STYLUS NEEDLE RI PPI NG ACRCSS A VI NYL RECORD
STOPS THE MUSIC. Julie's eyes bul ge open before she turns
her head to face the wonman.

JULI E
Oh, sure. | was just |eaving.

INT. JULIE' S CAR - ON THE MOVE - CONTI NUOUS

Wiile starting her car and pulling out of the parking space,
Jul i e SPEAKS ALOUD to herself.

JULI E (CONT' D)
What a fricking buzz kill. On dear
Lord, I know the man of ny dreans
has got to be out there sonmewhere.

As she drives out into the street she conti nues to SPEAK
ALOUD to hersel f.

JULI E ( CONT' D)
Am | getting too ol d? Jesus,
there's no way | could I go through
artificial insemnation.

FLASHBACK TO JULIE S CATHCOLI C 8TH GRADE CLASSROOM

SI STER EUGENE MARI E, 45, a Franciscan nun with a string of

rosary beads hanging froma |large rope tied around her

wai st, stands in front of Julie and her classmates, sitting
at their desks dressed in uniforns-- followed by Iightning

bolts striking dowmward and flames rising up around them

SI STER EUGENE MARI E
Do you want to burn in hell for
eternity?
BACK TO PRESENT DAY - INT. JULIE' S CAR - DAY
Julie screeches to a stop at a red light, then SPEAKS ALOUD

JULI E
Okay Julie, pull yourself together.

Her cell phone RINGS then she answers it with irritation.

| NTERCUT W TH:
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| NT. DETECTI VE RCDRI GUEZ' S OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS

DETECTI VE GEORGE RCDRI GUEZ, 38, 6-foot-tall, in a brown suit
and tie, handsone but rough around the edges, SPEAKS in a
LOW TONED VO CE on his desk phone.

JULI E (CONT' D)
Yeah, hello, who is this?

DETECTI VE RODRI GUEZ
H M. Bulla, this is Detective
George Rodriguez. Just returning

your call. If this isn't a good
time, | can call you later
JULI E

Oh no, no. And thanks for calling
back, Detective. Anyway, can | neet
with you at your office sonetine
next week? | woul d appreciate
finding out nore information about
the nurder case in Westlake Vill age
that's under your investigation

DETECTI VE RCDRI GUEZ
You nean invol ving the nurder
victim Manny CGonzal ez?

JULI E
Yes, that's the one.

DETECTI VE RODRI GUEZ
"1l be here in ny office in the
nor ni ng on Tuesday, if you want to
drop by.

HONKS from several cars behind her sound-off, and then she
dri ves ahead.

JULI E
Geat, I'll be there. Thank you,
Det ecti ve Rodriguez.

| NT. LAW OFFI CE OF LI FTON AND ASSOCI ATES - DAY

Sitting at her desk |oaded with a stack of files, Andrea is
tal king to SUZANNE, her significant other, on the phone.

ANDREA
H darling. | just want you to know
that 1'mtying up sone | oose ends
right now so we can get away
together early this weekend.

SUZANNE (Q.S.)
My Lexus is already packed, so I'l
| et you get back to it before we
finally take off together.
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ANDREA
G ve ne three nore hours, and then
it's bon voyage to the resort for
our two-year anniversary, mny |ove.

SUZANNE (Q. S.)
| love you, and can't wait until
you get here, baby.

CLI CK

EXT. CENTRAL ART GALLERY - PLATFORM / MJRALS - DAY

Several attendees fill in three rows of folding chairs |ined
up in front of a podiumon a small raised plateformw th the
backdrop of art nurals, which also occupy several of the
exterior walls of the two-story buildings in the Santee
Alley of LA's Fashion District.

Joen is sitting in the front row while Dustin is standing
behi nd t he podi um SPEAKI NG OVER A M CROPHONE, and Patrice is
al so sitting nearby.

DUSTI N
| want to wel cone all of you once
again, and | now have the pl easure
of introducing a dedicated abstract
artist who has painted the | argest
mural here at the outdoor Central
Art Gallery. As you can see on the
two-story building wall right
behind ne, and it is nearly one-
hundred-feet-1ong. Please join ne
in extending a warm wel cone to
Pat ri ce Bueno.

After Patrice wal ks to the podium Dustin gives her a hug,
then he wal ks away. As the appl ause subsi des, she SPEAKS
| NTO THE M CROPHONE

PATRI CE
Thank you, Dustin. And | want to
t hank all of you for com ng. Seeing
all of you here today to share in
the celebration of our art nurals
means so nuch to us. Honestly, it's
been an honor to have been an
artist participant in this
astoundi ng nonprofit conmunity
nmural project here in part of the
Santee Alley of LA s Fashion
District.

When Patrice | ooks at Joen sitting in the front row, she
beconmes choked-up, then she | ooks at Dustin as she finishes
at the m crophone with a quivering voi ce.
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PATRI CE ( CONT' D)
Thank you again, and |I'm sure the
other artists will want to speak--
right, Dustin?

Dustin steps forward while clapping along with the audience.
Then as the appl ause subsides, he's in front of the
m crophone again, and Patrice steps down.

DUSTI N
Thank you, Patrice. Yes, we are
happy to introduce five nore
artists, and to invite you to enjoy
sone of the refreshnents spread out
for you to enjoy while view ng the
mur al s.

EXT. OQUTDOOR CENTRAL GALLERY - REFRESHMENT TABLE - DAY

FESTI VE MJSI C I S PLAYI NG and a Hispanic journalist froma
LA publication is in the background interviewing artists in
front of a caneraman hol ding a video canera

Patrice hugs Joen while they are gathering next to Dustin in
front of a long table covered with a colorful table cloth
and adorned with Hispanic specialty dishes such as various
enpanadas, bottles of corona beer, water and punch.

PATRI CE
"' m so happy you're here. Well,
Joen, what do you think of our art
opening so far?

JCEN
Oh, wow | wouldn't have m ssed it
for the world. It's phenonenal .

Dustin places his hand on Joen's shoul der as he comes up
from behi nd her.

DUSTI N
well, well, Joen. I'"mglad you cane
back, too. W appear to have
attracted a sizable crowd for the
event .

JOEN
H Dustin. There's no doubt about
it; there nmust be well over a
hundred peopl e here today. You both
must be el at ed.

DUSTI N
It's fantastic how nuch support
we' ve been given, and Joen, you've
been outstandi ng! The eveni ng you
prevented a fire from spreading
around our gallery last nmonth, is
still being tal ked about.
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JCEN
| nmerely alerted Patrice about the
flames that night as | was driving
by. Anyone woul d have done the sane
thing for a close friend.

PATRI CE
Don't be silly, Joen. You are stil
regarded as a hero by everyone in
this pl ace.

The Hi spanic journalist covering the event rushed next to
Patrice and began to yank her away fromthe refreshnent
t abl e.

PATRI CE ( CONT' D)
|*'msorry Joen, but | believe duty
has called. Catch you |later

JCEN
No problem 1'll be here when you
get back and good I uck.

Wth a cold bottle of Corona in her hand, Joen turned to
face Dustin, who also was holding a cold one.

JCEN (CONT' D)
Ww, once again this is a wonderful
event, and Patrice has cone a |ong
way in the arts over the last few
years.

DUSTI N
You know sonet hing, Joen? In the
worl d of art, success of any kind
t akes tine.

Dustin clicks his bottle of beer next to hers before they
t ake anot her sip.

DUSTI N ( CONT' D)
It takes a | ot of dedication and
years of working |long hours to
produce creative art worthy of
attention.

JCEN
| hear you, Dustin. Sonetines |
find it hard to take tinme out for
personal rel ationships while having
to put in so nuch tinme and devotion
into ny work.

As Joen gazes downward to reflect in silence, Dustin smles
while staring at her long, silky black hair.
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DUSTI N
Hey Joen, please don't forget that
| would still like to take you

inside our gallery to give you a
tour of the art and sone of ny
woodwor k- desi gned scul ptures.

JCEN
| haven't forgotten your invitation
since ny first visit here. Um but
l"mnot sure this is a good tine,
especially since you have your
hands full today.

Two of the mural artists were approaching himas Dustin
| ooked over the heads of the crowd, and then he gazed back
into Joen's eyes.

DUSTI N
You certainly called it correctly.
It's going to be a | ong day, but
let's at |east set a date to neet
here one day next week. How does
t hat sound?

JCEN
Sure, Dustin, | think I can set
asi de one day from work next week.

DUSTI N
Thank you, and you won't regret it.
Can | call you at your office on
Monday?

JCEN
OK. Do you still have ny card?

TWO MALE ARTI STS, 20s, YELL QUT as they cone closer to
Dustin through the crowd, then he NODS to Joen.

DUSTI N
Yes!

TWO MALE ARTI STS
Hey Dusti n!

Dustin gives Joen a boyish wave as he wal ks away through the
crowd.

| NT. GOMEDA | NTERI OR DESI GN COVPANY OFFI CE - DAY

It's hunp day and Dustin, who's dressed in a navy bl azer
with a white shirt and Hugo Boss | eather |oafer, wal ks into
Joen's office while she is behind a sl eak-1ooking desk. He
fl ashes her a wave as she's speaking on the phone.
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JCEN
Li sten, just take your tinme | ooking
over the renodeling designs, and
we'll connect next week if that
works for you... OK, bye for now

As she was hangi ng up, Dustin wi nks at her.

DUSTI N
H Joen, | hope | didn't cone at a
super busy tine.

Joen stands up, smles, and briefly LAUGHS.

JCEN
H Dustin. | was just tying up
| oose ends and following up with
clients; it's just the usual.

He | eans toward her, puts her hand to his lips for a kiss.

DUSTI N
Well, then let's take you away from
your work while the going' s good.

They both share in a good LAUGH.

DUSTI N ( CONT' D)
My car's parked right out front.
So, what do you say?

She takes a step forward, then two steps back, and grabs her
purse before she walks with himto the door.

JCEN
Sure, let's go.

EXT. CENTRAL ART GALLERY - DAY
After Dustin parks his RED MAZADA SPORT CAR in front of the

gallery, he walks to Joen's door, opens it, she gets out,
and then they walk to the front door together.

DUSTI N
Vell, here we are, back where we
first met. | hope the tour |

pl anned for you doesn't di sappoint.

JCEN
Just | ead the way, Dustin.

He opens the door for her.
JCEN (CONT' D)

Thank you. | nust say that |'ve
been | ooking forward to it.
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DUSTI N
After you. Step right in. | aimto
pl ease.

| NT. CENTRAL ART GALLERY - DAY

Wi | e stepping inside, Joen remains silent as she | ooks
around the four-thousand square-foot open space wi th high
ceilings. Plenty of north Iight was streem ng in through the
wi ndows facing the street and fromthe roof's sky |ights.

DUSTI N
How about | show you sone of ny
recent woodwor k designs before we
venture farther?

JCEN
Oh, yes, that sounds great.

He hol ds her hand as they wal k through the first half of the
gallery and as they stand in front of several of his |arge
art pieces that are hanging on the wall in front of them

DUSTI N
These are ny nost recent pieces
made of ash wood

He pauses then points to one of the scul pture pieces.

DUSTI N ( CONT' D)
What do you think of this one? |'ve
entitled it The Other Side of Life.

She noves closer to the scul pture and | ooks at it's subtle
snmoot hness and grain along with the deeply carved angl es of
random pl acenent .

JCEN
It's very intricate and nust have
taken a long tinme to create. Your
title conveys a kind of cryptic
meani ng. Are you expressing
sonet hing that conmes deep within
anot her part of youself?

He leans in closer to her, and then shakes his head.

DUSTI N
To tell you the truth, | really
haven't figured out where ny energy
to create cones from but | guess
anot her aspect of me tends to rise
to the surface as | finish a new
design--1"mnot sure if that makes
any sense.

She noves her fingers over the carved wood design.
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JCEN
Li sten, you don't have to nake any
sense of what you're constructing
as long as a steady flow of energy
keeps com ng forth--And that your
vi ewers can sense the enotions you
have | aid down for themto
experi ence.

both of her hands in his as they nove away from
DUSTI N

Joen, you excite nme with your
insightful interpretation of ny

work. | can't wait to show you
around the rest of the art gallery
wor kshop.

| NT. CENTRAL ART GALLERY - WOODMAKI NG WORKSHOP - CONTI NUCUS

Dustin and Joen are standing in front of a |large table saw
surrounded by several wood working tools hanging on a wall
above on a long work table.

JCEN
Ww You have enough equi pnent here
to house a small factory. | had no

i dea of how nmuch tinme and effort
you nust put into your creations.

DUSTI N
It's ny passion. Sonetinme in the
near future, | hope to hire a

couple of qualified assistants as
ny wor kl oad i ncreases.

Joen averts her gaze while Dustin | ooks deeply in her eyes.

JCEN
It's good to set goals as you get
cl oser to approaching your dream
and that sounds amazi ng.

DUSTI N
Joen, | think it's high tinme | take
you to lunch. How about sone
aut henti c Mexi can cui si ne?

JCEN
Oh yes, now that's an offer | can't
ref use.

EXT. CENTRAL ART GALLERY - STREET CURB/ UBER CAR - CONTI NUOUS

AN UBER CAR DRI VER has arrived in a md-sized car. Dustin
hops in the back seat wth Joen, and then he shuts the door
before the driver pulls out.
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I NT. 4-DOCR UBER CAR - ON THE MOVE - CONTI NUCUS

UBER CAR DRI VER
H, where to, today?

DUSTI N
El Coyote Restaurant on Beverly
Boul evar d.

UBER CAR DRI VER
You nean the place where they pour
the best margaritas in town?

DUSTI N
Al'l right, | guess you know t he
pl ace.

Dustin hol ds Joen's hand as he WH SPERS to her.

DUSTI N ( CONT' D)
And we just mght be seated at the
i nfanpbus table that was shot for
t he | ast di nner scene of Sharon
Tate and her friends for the film
Once Upon A Time In Holl ywood.

Joen LAUGHS nervously w thout saying a word.
EXT. UCLA MEDI CAL CENTER - FRONT ENTRANCE - MORNI NG

Mm is dressed in scrubs and a | ab coat while wal ki ng out
of the entrance. It's Friday norning, and she's | eaving
after working overtime on the night shift due to a shortage
of nurses.

Even though she's tired, thoughts of Eric, her favorite
barista, conmes to her m nd. Then she picks up her pace as
she wal ks ahead.

MM (V.Q)
Man, am | beat! Dam, | forgot that
it's Eric's last day working at
St ar bucks.

| NT. STARBUCKS COFFEHOUSE - CONTI NUCUS

Wen Mm enters through the door, she sees two enpl oyees
hangi ng up a banner behind the counter that reads, "Good
Luck Eric.. W'll Mss You."

As Mm waits inaline with three custoners, a round of
appl ause sounds of f from CO WORKER #1 and #2. Then they
point at Eric after he wal ks in.

CO WORKER #1
Hey everybody, | ook what the cat
j ust dragged in.
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So Eric, you thought you could
sleep in on your |ast day worKking
at Starbucks.
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M m and the other custoners LAUGH and CLAP along. Eric

LAUGHS it off as he covers his face with his hands,

wal ks behi

A BEAT

VWhen Mm'
wi dens.

nd the counter.

ERI C
Al right, you caught ne
red- handed. Don't worry, it won't
happen agai n.

ERI C ( CONT' D)
Li sten, your norning fix is on ne
today. It's nmy going-away treat for
everyone waiting in line right now

s gets to the front of the counter,

ERI C ( CONT' D)
H Mm, venti decaf latte, your
norning fix, comng right up

MM
Thanks, Eric. You got ny norning
fix right, but I just left work
t hi s norni ng.

ERI C
Oh, really. So you worked a doubl e
shift last night; you nust be
exhaust ed.

MM
You called that one right. | heard
that this was your |ast day, and |
just had to cone over to wi sh ny
favorite barista good |uck

ERI C
Ch, Mm, you're so sweet. | sure
will mss you, and | can't believe

that it's been about three years
since you wal ked in and order your
usual from ne.

MM
Listen, 1'd love to speak with you
before | | eave.

ERI C
Sure, have a seat, and I'll bring

your |atte over to you

and t hen

Eric's smle
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She NODS as she wal ks away. As she finds a table and sits
next to a wndow, Eric gets to work at making her latte.

VWhen Eric arrives to her table with the latte,

He sits at her table,

A BEAT

ERI C
Here's your latte.

MM
Thank you, so tell ne, Eric, where
are you going from here?

ERI C
Yeah, well, | can't believe |I never
told you; I've been in the nursing
programat USC for the |ast few
years, and |I'l|l be graduating with
a BSN next week.

MM
Oh ny God! Eric, that's fantastic.
And yeah, | can't believe you never
mentioned it.

ERI C
Well, | knowit's going to be a

chal l enging job, but | believe I'm
ready for it. Seeing other RNs,
such as yourself, working wth such
dedi cation gives nme inspiration.

MM
Have you al ready applied sonmewhere?

ERI C
|'ve decided to hire on at USC
Medi cal Center while | continue to
work on my Master's degree.

ERI C ( CONT' D)
Mm, may | send you an invitation
to my graduation?

M M
VWww, | would be honored to attend.
Do you need ny address.

ERI C
No problem | can just mail it to
UCLA's surgical |CU addressed to
you, if that's okay?

MM
Yeah, sure. That would be fine.
Hey, | don't want to keep you.
( MORE)

and then slowy responds.

she | ooks up.
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MM (cont'd)
better go and congratul ations. |'m
so happy for you, Eric.

He stared into her eyes, which were starting to noisten.

ERI C
Thank you, Mm . Well, | guess this
is bye until until we neet up
agai n.

MM

Bye for now.
They both get up, and then she waves whil e | eaving.
| NTERCUT - INT. MM'S LIVING ROOM/ JOEN S KI TCHEN - DAY

Wil e Iying on the couch dressed in pajamas, Mm is on her
cell phone talking to Joen, who's standing at a counter with
a cup of coffe.

MM
H Joen, | was just calling to see
what you're up to this weekend.

JCEN
Oh, hi Mm, not nmuch. Wat's up?

MM
| don't know about you, Joen, but |
had a rough week. So | was going to
treat nyself to a foot massage and
pedi cure today at Phancy's Nails
and Spa. How about you? Need to
give yourself alittle R& R? Care
to join ne?

JCEN
Actual ly, that's the best proposal
|'ve received in quite a while.

Yeah, why not. I'min.
MM
Super, 1'Il set an appointnment for

us. It's on First Street. Believe I
can get us in around noon, okay?

JCEN

| know the place and sounds good.
MM

Listen, 1'Il give you a call back

after | confirmthe tine.

JCEN
kay, talk to you later.



After hanging up, Mm speed dials Phancy's, and then
PHANCY, answers the call I N A POLI TE ASI AN ACCENT.

PHANCY (O S.)
Nai |l s and Spa, this is Phancy. My
| help you?

MM
H, thisis Mm. My friend and |
woul d |'i ke pedicures with foot
massages. Do you have any openi ngs
around noon, today?

PHANCY (O S.)
W a little busy, but sure, sure,
we can fit you in. Cone at little
after 12 noon.

MM
Thank you so nuch, and we'll see
you soon, bye.

I NT. PHANCY'S NAILS AND SPA - DAY
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Soft nmelodic MUSIC IS PLAYING as Mm and Joen sit side by

side in tan vinyl

reclining chairs with their feet soaking

in warm wat er whirpooling basins placed on the floor in
front of them

A SPA ATTENTANT, 20s, a petite Asian wonan, passes by to
briefly informJoen and M m .

Mm

turns her

SPA ATTENTANT
"1l be back after your feet soak a
little | onger.

MM
No problem this feels heavenly.
Thank you.

JCEN

Ah, this is just what the doctor
ordered. It's been ages since |
treated nyself to this. So glad you
called me this norning.

MM
| can't think of any two
i ndi vidual s nore deserving of this
spa treatment. My work week was
tedious to say the | east.

MM (CONT' D)
So how has life been treating you
| ately?

head in Joen's direction and Joen faces her.



74.

JCEN
Oh boy, that's such a | oaded
guesti on.

Joen rolls her eyes as she readjusts herself in her chair.

JOEN ( CONT' D)
As you know ny design conpany is a
constant handful that I've grown
accustomto, but what | can't stand
is all the random speed bunps that
|'ve been encountering with nen.

MM
Oh yeah, what do you nean?

JCEN
Do you renenber a while back when
told you that | felt a spark with
soneone | met recently? It was
around the tinme that you were going
t hrough your break-up with Janes.

MM
Oh yeah, you nean the art curator
in downtown LA? Did you go out with
himrecently?

The spa attentive stops by to check on them

SPA ATTENTANT
Everything all right?

MM
Oh yes, we're just fine.

She smles at Mm and Joen, and then wal ks away as M m
sits up higher in her chair.

JCEN
Yes, Dustin took nme to his gallery
and gave ne a tour of his workshop
and artwork. Everything was fine
until he had an Uber driver drop us
off at El Coyote Restaurant for
lunch. Hi s demeanor took a conplete
180 degree turn fromcharmng to
creepy.

After Joen took a deep breath, Mm's jaw drops.

M M
Jesus, Joen. How the hell did he
begin to act?

JOEN
| sort of got freaked out when he
reserved the table that Sharon Tate
( MORE)
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JOEN (cont'd)
and her friends sat at before they
all were murdered by the Manson
clan. | tried to laugh it off until
| went to the restroom Wen
headed back to our table, | briefly
eyed himfeeling out our waitress.

MM
Holy shit, and then what?

JCEN
When | sat down, he kept repeating
that | had beautiful eyes, and then
| realized that he replaced ny half
finished margarita with a newy
ordered margarita. As our |unch
arrived, | kept catching him
eyebal ling the asses of wonen that
passed by our table. Needless to
say, | felt |like there was
sonet hing fishy in Denmark, and |
deci ded not to take a sip of ny
drink for fear of it being spiked
with a date rape drug.

MM
He sounds |ike the perfect
definition of a womani zer.

M m's conpl exi on began to change a few shades pal er as she
CLEARED HER THROAT bef ore speaki ng.

MM (CONT' D)
Joen, | know you have nore
experience than | do, when it cones
to relationships, but | nust tel
you that |'ve w tnessed sone
terrible affairs of other
co-workers while | was a new grad
wor ki ng at anot her nedical center.

JCEN
Go on, you really caught ny
attention.

MM

| became rather disillusioned when
| saw quite a few highly respected
doctors who were cutting-edge
cardi ol ogi sts, heart and brain
surgeons having affairs with sone
of the young, sexy nurses w thout
their wves' know edge. It was all
so hush-hush anong the staff that
it made ne sick.
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JCEN
Ww, did you date any of the
doctors?

MM
Hell no, | resigned after a year,
and then I hired on at UCLA. To
this day, | never got sucked into
dating a doctor or another
co- wor ker .

PHANCY, 35, drops by and approaches M m and Joen.

PHANCY
Hope you | adi es have been enj oyi ng
yourselves. It's tinme for your foot
massages. Are you ready now?

Joen and Mm smle at each other, then they reach out to
hol d one anot her's hand.

JCEN
Bring it on. W've never been nore
ready in our lives.

I NT. UCLA MEDI CAL CENTER - |.C U. - DAY

Mm |ooks at a letter addressed to her and stanped with
Eric Marino's nanme and return address. After she opens the
letter with the invitation to Eric's graduation at USC, she
G GGALES.

Then Mm wal ks to a charge nurse, BABS 32, in scrubs,
hol ding a patient's clip board, and standing in front of a
row of cardiac nonitors.

MM
Hey, | know this is kind of short
notice but can you do ne the
bi ggest favor and trade this Friday
wth me?

M m hands the invitation to Babs. After she | ooks it over,
then she hands it back to Mm.

BABS
Hum Eric Marino. He nust be
soneone special, and a new nursing
grad to top it off. Sure, 1"l
gladly trade that day with you, but
you have to promise to tell ne
about this guy later, okay?

MM
Oh, thank you so nmuch, and no
problem 1'Il definitely let you

know how it turns out |ater.
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I NT. LOS ANGELES CI TY HALL - MARRI AGE LI CENSI NG OFC. - DAY

Dressed all-in-white, Andrea and SUZANNE, 35, nediumbuilt
with long blond hair, are standing side by side in front of
a mal e OFFI CI ANT, 40s, dressed in black. Julie and Detective
George Rodriguez, who are both in business dress, stand
directly behind Andrea and Suzanne.

CFFI ClI ANT
True marriage is nore than a
cerenony or a piece of paper. It is
a lasting bond that joins two |ives
and two hearts. Marriage is |ove.
Conmpani onshi p. Trust. And Respect.
May you always find strenght in
each other, |laugh with each ot her,
find safety and confort in each
ot her when days are difficult and,
continue to learn and grow cl oser
wi th each passing year.

He cl oses the cerenony with robust while tears formin the
eyes of all present.

OFFI Cl ANT ( CONT' D)
By the authority vested in ne by
the State of California and the
American Marriage Mnistries, | now
pronounce you nmarried, and you may
now ki ss. Congratul ati ons!

As Andrea and Susanne kiss, Julie tries to hold back her
tears with no success, and then Detective Rodriguez takes a
handkerchi ef from his pocket and hands it to her.

ANDREA
Qur lives are truly beginning
together fromthis nonent on.
| ove you, Suzanne.

SUZANNE
Oh, Andrea, | |ove you

As they enbrace each other, Detective Rodriguez |eans closer
to Julie and WHI SPERS to her.

DETECTI VE RODRI GUEZ
Listen, Julie, | was happy to
fill-in as a witness for your
boss's wedding, but | really have
to get back to ny office.

JULI E
Oh, of course, and thanks, GCeorge.
You were so nice to hel p out when
Andrea and Suzanne asked ne to find
someone at such short notice.

Julie and Detective Rodriguez approach the new yweds.
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DETECTI VE RODRI GUEZ
Congr at ul ati ons.

JULI E
"' m so happpy for both of you.

ANDREA
And Suzanne and | are eternally
grateful to both of you for being
here with us during this extrenely
spont aneousl y pl anned day.

EXT. USC MEMCORI AL ALUMNI PARK - DAY
GRADUATI ON SEQUENCE MONTAG

The traditional MARCH MJUSIC is being played by an ORCHESTRA.
A LARCE CROAD OF ATTENDEES are seated in rows of chairs. The
Processi on of Graduates steadily wal k down the grassy aisle.
As Eric walks by to his seat, Mm, seated nearby, SHOUTS
hi s nane.

When Eric wal ks on the platformto receive his diplom, his
famly menbers SHOUT OUT while they junp up hol ding signs
with Eric's nane. And then the SPEAKER at the podi um gives
the final announcenent over the m crophone.

SPEAKER
| now present this year's
graduating class of the University
of Southern California.

Pandenoni um breaks out with LOUD NO SE MAKERS AND CHEERS as
a massi ve nunbers of graduates throw their caps in the air.

Eric pushes his way through the crowd, and then neets with
his parents, who are still holding up signs with his nane.
After he enbraces both parents, MR and MRS. MARINO in
their 50s, Mm rushes up from behind as she tracks down
Eric next to the signs and his parents. Then Eric turns to
face Mm.

ERI C
Oh ny God. Mm, you nmade it. |'m
so elated that you cane to ny
gr aduati on.

MM
Oh, Eric, | wouldn't have nmissed it
for the world. Congratul ations.
The NO SE LEVEL was extrene as he YELLED back to M m .

ERI C
Sorry, Mm, what did you say?

He turns to face his parents then back to Mm .
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ERI C ( CONT' D)
Hey Mom Dad, | want you to neet
M m Linerick. She's an incredible
person |'ve known for about three
years, and she's an RN at UCLA
Medi cal Center.

MR. AND MRS. MARI NO
So nice to neet you

MM
Nice to neet you too, M. and Ms.
Marino. You nust be very proud of
Eric.

MR, MARI NO
Thank you, Mm . Yes, we are so
very proud of him And we hope that
we' |l be seeing nore of you in the
near future.

M m NODS, then steps back as several others in the crowd
began to nove forward. She gives Eric and his parents a
gentl e wave good-bye while wal king through the rowdy crowd.

THREE DAYS LATER:
I NT. ERIC S APARTMENT - FRONT DOOR ENTRY - DAY

A UPS delivered box is wedged in the front door as Eric
opens the door after the DOOR BELL RINGS. He lifts up the
box, and then opens it. A Littman caridol ogy stetoscope is
inside along with a gift card that reads: 'Congrations Eric!
Wth Warm Regards, Mm'. After reading the card, he SPEAKS
ALOUD to hinself.

ERI C
She didn't have to do that. Ww,
how sweet. (BEAT) Wy don't | have
her nunber?

He stonps around in a panic searching under all kinds of
stuff scattered on his desk.

ERI C (CONT' D)
Damm it, where the hell did | put
t hose thank you cards?

I NT. UCLA'S SURG CAL | CU - EVEN NG

Charge nurse, Babs, is walking toward Mm wth a letter,
and then she hands the letter to Mm, who was witing notes
in a chart on the front counter.
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BABS
Mm, |ooks |like you got a
hand-carried letter froman
admring fan. | picked it up for
you fromthe reception desk

She opens it, and then smles.

MM
Oh, wow It's fromEric.
BABS
You nean the Eric, the new nursing
grad?
MM
Yeah, what do you know.
BABS
K Mm, you promsed to fill nme in

on this guy, renenber?
After Mm hands her the note, Babs READS | T ALOUD

BABS ( CONT' D)
M m , Thank you for your extrenely
heartfelt gift. |I can hardly wait
to put the cardiol ogi st stethoscope
to good use. And |I'm hopi ng we can
get together sonmeday soon.
Sincerely, FEric.

A Beat. After reading the note, Babs |ooks up at Mm.

BABS ( CONT' D)
You go, girl!

M m takes the note fromher and smles sheepishly as she
puts it in a side pocket of her |ab coat.

SUPER: BEG NNI NG OF AUTUWN
EXT. ENVY BEAUTY STUDI O - EVEN NG

It's windy and autumm | eaves are falling on the sidewal k
fromthe trees in front of the studio. The front w ndows are
decorated with earth-tone paper |eaves with a banner
pronouncing: "Fall is Here! Treat your Hair to Amazing

Col or!™"

| NT. ENVY BEAUTY STUDI O - CONTI NUOUS
Nancy rushes through the front door as Stephanie is closing

up the studio for the day and as the | ast custoner was
| eavi ng.
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NANCY
H Stephanie, hows it going |lately
since we mail ed out the baby shower
invites to everybody?

STEPHANI E
Oh, you can't believe how our
phone's been ringing off the hook.
| think we'll have a great turn out
next weekend.

NANCY
That's great, because Gail is just
about ready to burst, by the way
she's waddl i ng ar ound.

STEPHANI E
Don't worry, Nancy. Everyone can't
wait to be apart of greeting the
l[ittle one when he or she arrives.
INT. MM"'S LIVING ROOM - DAY
| NTERCUT W TH:
I NT. JOEN S LIVING ROOM - DAY

Mm's on her phone and after TWD RINGS Joen picks up

JCEN
Hel | o.

MM
Hey Joen, | haven't seen you for a
while. How are you?

JCEN
Well, hum 1've been a littled tied
up lately.

MM
Onh yeah, how so? You're still going

to the baby shower at Stephanie's
thi s Saturday.

JCEN
Oh, sure, I'll be there. It's just
that | went through a nedica
procedure the other day.

Mm sits up on the edge of the couch and SPEAKS QUT IN A
PANI CKED TONE.

M M
VWhat! A procedure? Joen, what's
goi ng on?
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JCEN
Whoa, slow down, Mm. It's nothing
to get overly concerned about.

Joen pauses then takes a deep breath.

JCEN (CONT' D)
| had ny eggs extracted and
procured at a fertility facility.

MM
Oh, where they freeze your eggs?

JCEN
Yes, it's sonething |I've given a
| ot of thought to lately, and |
finally went through with it.

M M
Li sten, Joen, anytime you just want
to tal k about anything going on in
your life you know that I'm here

for you.

JCEN
Mm, you don't have to worry about
me. I'mfine, and I know | made the

ri ght choice for ne.
Joen | ooks at the clock on the wall before finishing.

JCEN ( CONT' D)
|"ve gotta go, and I'll see you at
t he baby shower.

MM
K, see you there.

After Mm hangs up, she picks up a franmed photo of Eric and
her lying on the beach together, then she clutches it to her
chest as she SPEAKS ALOUD.

MM (CONT' D)
Oh, Eric, I'"'mso lucky that you
came into ny life.

EXT. ENVY BEAUTY STUDI O - DAY

It's a good turn-out at the baby shower. Besi des Stephani e,
Gail, the nother-to-be, and her nother, Nancy, there are
seven others present.

A asses filled with chanpagne fl ow around whil e apetitzers
and a bakery decorated cake are placed on a |Iong, fold-out
table; and SOFT MJSIC plays in the background.

A video of the ultrasound of the fetus is being shown on a
| apt op as everyone gathers closely together. After everyone
| ooks at the screen, Nancy reveal s the breaking news.



83.

NANCY
It's a boy! | can't believe I'll be
havi ng a grandson.

GAI L
That makes two of us, Mom | can
just see you taking himto his
little | eague practice, soneday.

6'-3" Bleu, everyone's lovable stylist, starts to point at
the fussy imge of the penis, then he | ooks at Nancy.

BLEU
Dam, Nancy, it |ooks Iike your
grandson will be very well-endowed.

Loren, the other hair stylist, was standing next to Bleu and
gives a sharp jab into his jabs as she LOUDLY ANNOUNCES.

LOREN
| suppose you woul d know al | about
t hat .

Everyone |l ets out BI G HOOTS, as Bl eu bows down his head. To
break the ice, Julie and Andrea present their gift to Gail.

ANDREA
Gail, Julie and | want you to have
alittle something fromboth of us.
Gail opens the present in a gift bag fromTiffany's. Wen
she SHAKES the silver rattle in the shape of a gavel with a
blue ribbon tie around it, everyone makes COO NG SOUNDS

while eating their servings of cake.

GAl L
Thank you both. This wll truly be
hel d as a keepsake for years to

cone.
ANDREA

You're wel cone. And Gail, we have

conplete faith in you as you becone

a new nom

Next, Mm cones forward froma storage roomw th an
i ndustrial breast punp on rollers with a huge red bow.

GAl L
Oh ny God. | can't believe it. How
on earth did you find this amazing
pi ece of equi pnent.

MM
|"ve got ny ways. Actually, | have
a few connections with a supplier
at the nedical center. Nancy
menti oned that you plan to breast
( MORE)



84.

MM (cont'd)
feeding and that you are very
serious about it.

GAI L
Oh boy, you really did the
research. Thank you, Mm . And |
know who to cone to if | need nore
instructions, right?

MM
No problem Well, | certainly can
keep in touch, but don't worry
because | know you'll do just fine.

St ephani e and Joen becone next in line with another surprise
gift, as they present Gail with a card. Everyone's just
finishing their cake as she opens the card.

STEPHANI E
Now, Gail, we know that there's
sonet hing el se on your wish list.
Wth that being said, Joen and I
want to give you a little sonething
extra for the baby's nursery.

GAl L
Ww, this is way too much. It's a
gift certificate for a designer
baby bassinet from Bl oom ngdal e's
in South Coast Pl aza.

JCEN
We want you to pick out the style
you like, and they'|ll fully
assenble it before they deliver it
to you.

GAI L
How gener ous. Thank you so rnuch.

Tears start to streemdown Gail's cheek, and then her nother
rushes next to her and hol ds her hand.

GAI L (CONT' D)
| really can't believe how bl essed
| " ve been throughout ny pregnancy.
Al'l of you have given nme so nuch of
your |ove and support. | don't
think I could have gotten through
it without you.

Nancy's old friend, Patty, stands up right away.

PATTY
Just wait until your baby's born.
Don't you worry. W plan on
sticki ng around.
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STEPHANI E
Hey and whenever you need a
babysitter, you can count on
everyone of us.

Nancy CALLS OUT to everyone as they CLAP AND YELP

NANCY
You guys are the best.

Then Nancy WHI SPERS in Gail's ear

NANCY ( CONT' D)
My darling girl, you know we'll al
be there for you and the baby every
step of the way.

SUPER: ABOUT SI X MONTHS LATER
START OF SEQUENTI AL MONTAG SCENES W TH MJUSI C BED PLAYI NG
EXT. PARK PLAYGCROUND - DAY

Nancy, Gail, and her infant son are closely together
engaging in a nommy and nme play group session.

| NT. HOSPI TAL ULTRASOUND ROOM - DI MY LIT

Waile lying on a gurney in front of a video-nonitor, Suzanne
is facing a nonitor while a TECHNI Cl AN i s scanni ng over her
pregnancy belly with a doppler. Andrea is by her side as
they |l ook in amazement at the inmage of the fetus on the
screen.

EXT. BULLA AND ASSOCI ATES LAW OFFI CE - DAY

Julie and Detective Rodriguez HOLD HANDS for a brief nonent,
and smle while standing in front of the small building.
Then together they cut a large red ribbon in front of a
cheering small crowd of people that includes a few LAPD
police officers.

I NT. OFFICE OF A FERTILITY FACILITY - DAY

Joen is in conference with a fertility specialist doctor as
he hands her the surgicial certification papers related to

t he successful procurenent of her frozen eggs, followed by a
hand shake and hug.

I NT. CHURCH - THE ALTAR - DAY

Mm and Eric exchange wedding rings in front of a Catholic
priest and a Luthern minister. Then Mm and Eric KISS.

END OF SEQUENTI AL MONTAG
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